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1933 was not a banner for America, or the rest of
the world, for that matter.

The Depression was at its depth and one in four
Americans was unemployed. Hitler was made
chancellor of Germany and promptly opened the
first concentration camp. The parched Midwest
was in the midst of the Dust Bowl.

Good news was hard to find that year, which is
perhaps the reason that a group of 16 ladies banded
together into the Titusville Garden Club. The ladies

found gardening---and the company of each oth-
er---an escape, at least temporary, of the misery
around them.

Titusville Garden Club, which celebrated its 85th

anniversary Feb. 7, continues to provide its 80-
some members with camaraderie wrapped around
the Zen of gardening. In a world that sometimes
seems consumed by nastiness, the gentle art of
discussing gardening topics is so therapeutic that
even non-gardeners such as RoseAnn Herkenratt
decide to join.

Granted, Herkenratt is one of the few members
of the Titusville Garden Club who doesn’t actually
garden, but she enjoys connecting with the other
members so much she gladly travels to Titusville
from her home in Cocoa for club events.

“The members come from so many walks of life

and the speakers we have are so interesting,” said
Herkenratt, who is currently one of the club’s vice
presidents.

Fellow club member Shirley Marconyak, on the
other hand, is more of a traditional garden club
member and a big-time gardener.

“I grew up as a farmer, and I’ve always enjoyed
working outside,” Marconyak said. “I like to make
things look pretty.”

In fact, she enjoys gardening so much that she
gladly helps with the weeding on the one-acre-
plus property Titusville Garden Club owns on Sis-
son Rd, where gardens surround the clubhouse
and the pretty gazebo that is a popular---and af-
fordable---wedding venue. Her hubby, Steve, was 

Shirley Marconyak, parliamentarian, RoseAnn Herkenratt, 1st vice president, Georgia Kirby, AKA "Mrs. Bloom".The Titusville Garden Club, Inc. is
celebrating 85 years. They are located at 5275 Sisson Road. TIM SHORTT/ FLORIDA TODAY
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for many years the guy in charge of
“honey-do” tasks at the club.

Once a member of the club, many
stay on for life. Marconyak joined in
1993, a newbie in comparison to Kathryn
Rigell, who was president of the club
back in 1958. The 90-year-old Rigell has
the distinction of being the longest
serving club member.

Georgia Kirby has been part of the
club for most of her adult life. A young
mother when she joined in 1977, Kirby
was so smitten by plants and flowers
that she studied for six years in order to
become a master judge of the Florida
Federation of Garden Clubs.

“It was a me-thing when I joined,”
Kirby said. “I set aside some time to do
what I really wanted to do.”

The club reaches out beyond its
membership with activities such as the
annual plant sale, which this year takes
place from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., on Friday,
Feb. 16, and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 17, at club headquarters, 5275 Sis-
son Rd., Titusville. Open to the public,
the sale offers the perfect opportunity to

pick up azaleas, camellias, native
plants, succulents and other greenery
all from Florida growers, plus a variety
of plants grown by the members them-
selves. The club has a reputation for the
superior quality of the azaleas, camel-
lias and lantana offered at these sales.

Proceeds from the sale will go toward
the club’s community projects, which
include support of the North Brevard
Women’s Center and scholarships to
Camp Wekiva, where local elementary
school students receive an extensive in-
troduction to the natural world.

The Titusville Garden Club also sup-
ports organizations such as the Nature
Conservancy, Tiger Creek Preserve and
Woodland Wildlife Sanctuary. Other
past club projects have include making
miniature flower arrangements for hos-
pice patients, providing floral arrange-
ments in libraries and other public
buildings during special events and
planting trees in Habitat for Humanity
homes. Kirby has distributed oodles of
seed packets under the club’s “Plant
Seeds of Kindness” project.

Although club members represent a
wide swath of backgrounds, they all
know that gardening can be good for the
soul, and gardening amidst friends is
even more therapeutic.

Garden
Continued from Page 1D

The Titusville Garden Club, Inc. is celebrating 85 years. They are located at 5275
Sisson Road. TIM SHORTT/ FLORIDA TODAY
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