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$215,000 • WEST MELBOURNE

1360 OLDE BAILEY LANE
Beautifully maintained 3/2/2 home. Close to shopping and

restaurants. A must see!
Evelyn Skrmetta • Dreyer & Associates Real Estate Group

• 321-543-1875

Saturday

May 13

1-3pm

$385,000 • MERRITT ISLAND

1685 DAVIS DR.
River Access, Solar Powered 4/3/2G Home w/1,898 SF LA,
Formal LR & DR, Eat-in Kit, Fam Rm, Patio w/BBQ & Dock w/

Lift! From 520 - N Banana Dr. - E on Davis
Adam Sortman • Daignault Realty • 513-295-8862

Open

Saturday 5/13

2 - 4 PMW
AT
ER
FR
ON
T

$399,999 • MERRITT ISLAND

195 ARTEMIS BLVD.
Updated Waterfront 4/2/2G Pool Home.Over 2,000 SF LA,

HUGE FL Rm, Master Suite, Kitchen w/New SS Appliances! N
Courtenay - East on Artemis - House on Right - See Signs
Adam Sortman • Daignault Realty • 513-295-8862

Saturday

May 13th

11 AM -1 PMDI
AN
A
SH
RS

FloridaToday.com/Homes

Condo/Town/Duplex

Mobile/
Manufactured Homes

Condo/Town/
Duplex for Rent

INDIALANTIC, $1500., 2 bdrm, 2 ba,
walk to beach, furnished, full kitchen,
encl. porch, Fam rm/dining, w/d, up-
dated in April, refs req’d. 321-543-
0868 designsbydiprima321@gmail.com

Satellite Beach-Beach retreat spacious
1 bdrm across from ocean $79,900
Realty 2000 One, Inc  321-784-2700

COCOA- 3BD 3BA; 4 car garage, Own
or finance, 5,026 sp. ft. luxury estate
on acre lot, foam block construction

Call for more info. 321-208-8720

Rockledge- "Cape Cod Tiny Homes
Company" has relocated to FL. Build
your tiny home on wheels as seen on
HGTV. $35k-$85k Jim: 508-648-1848.

Canaveral Groves 3 Bdrm. 2 BA,
Owner Finance or Rent To Own,

Low Payments 321-631-8440

MELBOURNE BEACH
404 SIXTH AVE

Open House  Sat 12-2pm
3/2 pool home, walk to the

beach! Motivated Seller!
Melbourne Causeway, So on A1A

to Melb. Bch. Right on 6th Ave
Agent: Kelli Ryan

321-723-1400
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“It does portray how one really can
make a small place into a beautiful
refuge,” said Rota.

There is nothing small about Jerry
and Darleen Hunt’s garden in Merritt
Island. 

Their rural landscape includes a
third-of-an-acre pond with a sand beach
and wooden deck. Among the Hunt
acreage is a cornucopia of fruit trees,
from citrus and mango to fig and ly-
chee nut. Like many of the homeowners
on the tour, the Hunts will welcome
visitors with treats, in their case, lem-
ongrass tea.

“Jerry loves to share his gardening
experiences with all his guests,” said
Pat Brown, deputy executive director
at Keep Brevard Beautiful. “Many of
the homeowners really get into the
spirit of the event.”

At the Brevard Botanical Gardens in
Cocoa, guests can see best management
practices implemented throughout the
garden and its nursery. All the plants
are grown by volunteers who are mas-
ter gardens. The site includes tropic,
patio, shade, butterfly, pollinator and
hummingbird gardens.

James Fletcher’s property occasion-
ally gets visited by alligators and wild
boar, but don’t worry, for the master
gardener promises these unwanted
guests will not be anywhere in sight
when he shows off the pond and hun-
dreds of trees and palms at his Merritt
Island garden.

Even Keep Brevard Beautiful chief
Tony Sasso is opening his own Cape
Canaveral home to the tour this year. 

The eclectic mid-century residence
is a Lagoon-friendly property complete
with ponds and a cool dipping pool.
Ninety five percent of the foliage has
been planted since Sasso and his wife,
Athena, moved there in 2001.Both the
yard and home brim with art, and

guests can tour the art studio in addi-
tion to the gardens.

Master gardeners will be on hand at
the properties to answer questions, be
they about edible and medicinal plants,
Florida native plants, rain barrels, com-
posting or any other gardening sub-
jects. 

The garden tour will provide plenty
of inspiration for guests, but even bet-
ter, beyond the gardening ideas the tour
offers a fun opportunity to be nosy, in a
good way.

“It’s a good way to peek into your
neighbors’ backyards,” said Brown.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRYAN BOBBITT

A mosaic garden wall and colorful art is a nice addition to an otherwise all-green scene.

Pathways will lead you through gardens.

Secret
Continued from Page 1D

IF YOU GO
When: Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Make sure you purchase a booklet with
directions to the gardens on the tour. They’re
$10 and can be bought at Growing Crazy
Nursery, 1510 Old Dixie Hwy., Titusville;
Brevard Botanical Gardens, 3695 Lake Dr.,
Cocoa; Ace Hardware at 1005 N. Courtenay
Pkwy., Merritt Island, 705 N. Atlantic Blvd.,
Cocoa Beach and 8300 Astronaut Blvd., Cape
Canaveral; Rockledge Gardens, 2153 US 1,
Rockledge; Maple Street Natives, 7619 Henry
Ave., West Melbourne; Meehan’s Office
Supply, 900 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne;
New Visions Landscaping, 590 Montreal Ave.,
Melbourne; The Green Marketplace, 3910 N.
Cocoa Blvd., Cocoa, the Viera Wildlife
Conservancy at 321-338-5030 and Keep
Brevard Beautiful, 1620 Adamson Road,
Cocoa. To learn more, call 321-631-0501 or visit
keepbrevardbeautiful.org.

When spring hits, we are full of
ideas of things to do, but one of the
most important tasks that we can do to
help our plants is to mulch them. 

Just to give you an idea of how im-
portant mulching is, here are some of
the benefits:

» Conserves soil moisture. Moisture
moves by capillary action to the sur-
face and evaporates if the soil is not
covered by mulch. When you take into
consideration that our typical soil is
sand and the fact that we are still in a
drought, it just shows how important
mulch is for plants.

» Suppresses weeds. A thick layer
of mulch, 3 to 4 inches deep, shades
and covers the soil so that any weed
seeds on the surface won’t germinate.

» Moderates soil temperature. This
is very important throughout the heat
of summer and during our cold spells
in the winter. If you have ever tried to
walk on the beach on a summer after-
noon, you understand how hot the sand
can get. By placing mulch over the soil
surface, shading it, the soil stays cool-
er. The roots of the plants can grow
continuously because of the shading. 

» Prevents crusting of the soil sur-
face, thus improving absorption and
percolation of water into the soil.

» Reduces soil erosion. Bare soil
can easily be blown away by the wind
or washed away by rain.

» One of the most important rea-
sons for using mulch is that organic
materials used as a mulch can improve
the soil by adding organic matter to
our sandy soil. Organic matter is food
for the soil microbes that supply nutri-
ents to the plants, and it can improve
the soil structure. Organic matter can
increase the water-holding capacity of
the soil, which is very helpful during a
drought.

» Can help with disease prevention.
For anyone growing vegetables, mulch
is great because it can help prevent soil
from splashing up to the leaves, pos-
sibly spreading diseases. Bacterial leaf
spot of tomatoes is a common disease
and it gets into the lower leaves of a
tomato plant by the movement of the
soil splashing up. When mulch is pre-
sent, there is no splashing of the soil
and bacteria, so no disease.

There are a variety of materials that
can be used for mulch. Pine bark nug-
gets, wood chips, grass clippings,
brown leaves, pine needles and com-
post can all be used as mulch. Pine
bark nuggets are great to use under
trees, shrubs and perennials. They
break down slowly so, they do last
longer then some of the other materi-

als. Wood chips, like the golden mulch
that is available from our landfills, are
also great to use under trees, shrubs
and perennials. Because of the larger
pieces, they also take longer to break
down and don’t need to be replenished
as often. 

Grass clippings are good to use also,
but it is best to let them dry out some
before spreading them under plants
like vegetables, annuals, etc. With
grass clippings, you will also get in-
creased earthworm activity. Just make
sure that they haven’t been sprayed
with any pesticides. Grass clippings
are also great to let fall when you are
mowing since they add nutrients and
organic matter to the turf so you may
not have any grass clippings to use. 

Brown leaves can be raked up and
used as mulch. Oak leaves are fine to
use whole but, they will just take long-
er to break down. If you have oak
leaves and you were putting them out
for the yard trash truck to pick up, you
can now start saving them for your
plants! Pine needles are also great to
use as mulch. You can use them either
whole or chopped up into smaller
pieces. If you chop the brown leaves
and pine needles up before using them
as mulch, they will break down faster.
This is a good thing, but would mean
that you would have to reapply mulch
more often. Anyone who has a compost
pile can use the humus, the end-prod-
uct of composting, as mulch. This will
also increase earthworm activity just
like using grass clippings, brown
leaves and pine needles.

Of special note is that the Florida-
Friendly Landscaping™ Program
doesn’t recommend the use of cypress
mulch because it is not always a by-
product of the forestry industry. Some-
times, cypress trees are harvested
from wetlands and shredded just to
create mulch. Because it can be hard to
determine the origins of cypress
mulch, it is not recommended.

Just make sure to keep your mulch
layer 3 to 4 inches thick!

Mulching your garden
a great option this May

Sally
Scalera
IN THE GARDEN

COURTESY SALLY SCALERA

You don’t have to buy it in bulk to mulch
your garden.


