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Abont MIWA
The Mermn Island Widife Association

(MIWA), the non-profit fend's organization of
the Merrict Island Madopal Wildlife Fefugs, was
established in 1994 to promats conssrvation,
awareness, and appreciation of the Refuge and
provida assistance to Befuze programs,
www.merrittislandwildlife.org

Silent Auction Donations

It's that fime of year agmin . we are pefting
ready once mere for the MIW A Anmial Mestng
& Gilemt Awction Fundrasser  This  event
genemily mizes over 53,000 that goes to help
orpport the Memitt Island NWE As federal
budgats zet smaller and smaller sach year, the
addifomal support prowided Som domations
plays a big role for Befoge programs, such as
eovironmental education, vohmieers and
oatreach.

This vear's event is on Friday, October 27 at
e Debas Center at the Kennedy Space Center
Vizitor Comples. The kewvnote speaker will be
Boz Foster of the Worth Brevard Historical
Foordation. Foz will be speaking on the history
of the arsz, including a ook at the refuge. If voa
have yet to hear her speak, please make sure to
jom ns for the evening!

An important part of the event is the Silent
Ancten Fundraizer The aaction helps raise a
majority of the funds and we are in need of
dopations. Geperally, we received donadons of
pift certificares. artwork, handmade items and
anything with a nafure theme Al donations are
ax deductiple and will be displayed with vour
name= of Company names, All procesds from the
event 2o fo halp support the Befoge.

Donations can be dropped off or mailed to the
MIWA ofice ar the MINWE Visiter Cenfer.
Pizaze call the MIWA office ar 321-841-2377 if
you are ioperesied in puailing domatiens! The
deadiing for denations is October 25t

Far more imformation, please confact Conmie 3t
the MIW A office at 321-861-2577.

Thank you, we could not do this without you!

Check out page 2 for more desxils and RSFP
Jorm for this yvear s event. W ook forward 1o

Sewing you there!
[ —————— ]

MNews from the Merritt lsfand Wildlife Association, Friends of Merritt lzland NWR
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ane- Irma sent food Waters SCOUTIOE aver um::r-ﬂf Rafuze levess. 1}'
aszessments indicate that af least 13 miles of leveas are severely erpded The Peacocks
Pocket Levee was the hardest hit. It is closed to all access.

Good pews though, this vear was a record year for
sed hartle pests on the Befuge! We comted 1,213
Logperhead. 1,187 Green and 5 Leatherback sea
furtles pesting on the beaches managsd by the
Befoge this summer bestng, the previous high
mumbers from 2015

R

Esfirpe vohmieer Foz Grimm belped
1o welcome over X000 smdentz to
the Befupe dunnpg the 2018-2017
schoo!l wear, thanks to Eeperoas
support from MIWA  Each year
MIWA works to help fimd Fefuze
progmams, such as Emvironmental
Education




MIWA. PFESidEHtS Update ["\hlhﬂ E Chie Poaef. Presant and Fridure”

VWe want to thank all the wohmteers and refiipe association members who suppert
the 175 Mational Wildlife Fefupe System and the Memin Island National Wildlife
Fefaze. According to the 201462017 Fefiuze Avnual Performance Plan the Mermitt
Island Mational Wildlifs Refiige is the Vth mast visited refage (1.58 n 2015} of the
more than 580 refuges acress the country. Ohr major actvity & 'ﬂlEE-D:IlI:IIIlbaﬂ.
suppart to the pew Commanity Conservation Education Center (CCEC). MIW A has
been asked to raise funds for the OCEC exhibits. Wilderness Graphics has been
selected by the FW'S to design, build and instal] the exhibits inside the CCEC. There -
is a 3-vear major fund raising campaipn (2015-201%) that inchides the inside
exhibits, pahoe store, owtsids playscape and guest Wi-Fi. MIW A supported the Fish
and Wildlife Service in providing 25 presenmfions to City Councils, Chambers of
Commerce, Churches, clob: and Titosville Live soeet events Thess presentations
ars providing valuable information about Merrit Island WWE and the CCEC.

The ability o exhibit the past, present and firhae of the Befuge, parmerships with
NASA the MNational Park Service. local copmmmities and to becoms the east end of
the Florida Coast to Coast Bike trail will provide a unigue opportonity for the
Pefoze We appreciate the interest and entoasiasm that has been expressed about the Befipgs the CCEC and the exhibits. We weloome arypons
who woald like to make a donation of vohmeeer their time to this wonderfol project. Contact us at habichat@mermisizlandwildlifeassociation org

o via our website at wonw. memitislandwildiife org
Chrix Fadrey, MIWA Prendead

2017 Annual Meeting & Silent Auction Fundraiser

Pease join us for our 2017 Anmial Meeting and Silent Auction Fundraiser! This vear’s event will take place on Friday, October 17® at the
inewly remodelad) Debus Centar, located in the Kennedy Space Cenfer Wisiter Complex. Dioors will open at 3pm and the event will go antil
Ppo. Tickets are 330 per persen and inclade dinner, sifent suction and presentatsons from the MIWA President, Memitt Island NWE. Bafiaze
Manager and this vear's keynote speaker, Foz Foster of the North Brevard Historical Feundation. Foz will be speaking on the history of the
area, inchading a look af the Befuge!

Another highlight of the event is oz Silent Auction. Denations so far this year inclode passes to Disney World theme parks, Sea World and
Aganutica water park, specialfy puppets from Folkmanis, amque art and priots, some fabulous books, MINWE. ear and moch more.

Feservations may be made by mail, by phone or online. Please note, oo tickets will De mailed, sent elacoonically or available for pickop,
Al tickeds will be held at the front door of the event To make a reservation by mail, please complets the form below and mail with payment
(330 per person) to: MIWA PO BOX 2683 Titoswille FL 32721, Be sure to make all checks and monsy orders payable to MIWA.

Phone reservations may be made by callingz our office at (321} 861-2377. Offce bours are Mopday thra Friday from %am — 4pm EST. Onlme
reservadons are found at kttps:squarsup . com stere MemitTsland Wildlife

Feservations must be placed by Monday, Ocrober 23, 2017, For more information or w place a reservadon by phone, please call the MIWA
office at (321} 861-2377. We look forward to sesing you at the svent! As always. thank yon for supparting the Merritt Island WNWE

Merritt Island Wildlife Association

2017 Annual Meeting & Silent Auction Fundraiser

Mame(s}):

Number of tickets: Total Amount: 5
{530 par persan)

Somy, | fwe cannct attend, but kindly accept our donation of 5

Payment enclosed: Check Money Order Visa M Discover American Exprass

Credit Card Mumber:

Exp. Date: /! 3-Didgit Code: Biling Zip:

Fcase ok sl decies sndl moncy onden paotlle o LA AR hokets will be Tekl A the dosor, For quesboi call e MIWA oifioe 8 32 1-86 12377,
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Merritt sland Matlonal Wikiiife Refuge

Eﬁ Youth Leadership Council

Deadlire Octabier 10, 2097 for local high schoalsr:

K now a local high school junior or sensor that loves faderal lands
ar is interested in a ralated-caresr” Encourags them to soar to new
heizhts and apply for our pew Youth Leadership Council!

Wearby siudents will gain knowledee, skills and pride associated
with local resources like Merst Island MWadonal Wildlife Refoze.
Shadents will develop leadership skills to camy them forward in
forare acadepnic and professiomal endeavers after hizh scheool
graduation while encoumzing peers through vohmeeer and owtreach
oppartanitiss within their local wildlife refipe while sarming a
s balarship with Merritr Tnland Wildlife A zseciation.

Local high school juniors and seniors can apply ooline at the link
posted below or by emailing Emily Thelancoegifws. gov or calling
321-B61-0668. Deadling for all applications is Oceober 10, 2017,

bittps:‘docs. google com’. . 1 FAIpQLSdNmBedw oyEGCpID. . fvie
wiom

Refuge Visitation Numbers Up
Thanks to Better Reporting

:E'l."EI.'_'.' Aupast, a5 our fiscal vear comes to an end Refuse staff
complste the Refoze Armual Performance Plan (RADPE) for
submission to Headquartsrs. This impertant repost provides our
leaders with a snapshot of what s happening in the Geld and ghves
them wahable data which they can share with interested
stakehaolders,

The visttor services division faced sems challenze:s with semving
our Fuests in 20145 Ap arson fire clezed the Black Point Wildlife
Dirive during the tusv season MASA s closure of the Haulover
Canal Bridge for some pmich needed repams cuf off access to the
Moanates Obzervation Deck. Humicane Marthew scoured and eroded
ike popular Biolah Foad, kesping it closed for mooths. Severl beat
rapps were also closed for repams.

S how s it that the Fefage's ayverall wisitadon increazed fo over
1.2 million visity making if one of the top ten most visited refupes
iothe Country™ The mcreass can be partially atoiboted o impreyed
reparting. Vobinteers helped to install three new tmaffic coumters to
capnme the murber of visitors using boat ramps and smaller reads.
Diata is then collected from these counters on a monthly basis. giving
us-a better picture of the use af more rempte arsas on the Fefuge
With the three pew counfers in place, we now have 10 couanters
tracking visitation across the Befagze.

Another arsa where 1eporfing has mcreazed haz been the data
recemved fom commercial guide services. More local businesses
than ever are pow offering paded tmips on the Befupe. Thess inclade
fishing rips, kayak fips, bicycle tours apd ‘mas toars. This area
shiowed the most change in the numbers reported w the BAPE, with
an increase of ower 12%%. Commenrial opsratars parchass perofts
which reguoire thens to report visitaton and use of Refage facilites.

Working with our permitess, enables us o welcome mare visitors
to the Fefuge to emjoy all fypes of wildlife and wildlife dependent
Tecreation
Eim King-Wrean, Viztéor Services Mansger Merrid Inload WWE

MINWR Volunteers Fundamental in Irma Clean Up

M exritt Island Narional Wildlife Refage received significant damage from Humicane Irma during Sepiember and was forfmate to be reopen
for public use M some areas within a week of the storm. Fefuze vobinteers were instramental in the cleanup and education of the Jocal pablic

through fronf desk wodk.

Enc Gardre along with new volunteer Braden Cunningham came in oo
b= Friday of the storm week and removed fallen branches and leaf litter
from the Visttor Center Boardwalk Trail and had it reopered for the genemal
public quickly. Without their dedication on a humid. hot day, the opening
of the visiter center gail wonld have been dalayed.

The Satarday following the sterm, vobmtesrs mcliding Braden
Cunmingham Tim Harper, and Fraoklin Samner cheaned vanous high use
areas of the refupe. Braden removed the insulation that Irma palled Som
under the visiter center from the front vard area. Tim cleaped and neatened
the Sendler Education (ipest to prepars for coming school programs
from refoze staff as well as the Brevard Zoo this fall Franklin confimaed
to remve debrs and then worked with Bradsn fo groom an area near
refuge headgaarmers,

In addition — cultiple vehunteers inchuding Exis Fisher and Sam Harrizon
pulled double desk dury shifts en Satorday immediately after reopening

il
e
Heirs Cove I'l:l:lIl.|||||tlbd3_-!'\.d|H...l:ﬂ1n1'|_"l Hueman Inea
Friooe by MINFR S0

from Hurricane frma. A1l of our front desk woluntesrs have heiped safely infirm visitors of closures and offer quality experiences despite

limitadens from the storm itself

Thank you to all of our volmieers who kave channeled their e volunteer spint to Zive back to the refups md their local community. Mermn
Izsland WWE contires to grow smonger thanks to their assistance and dedication te contime to provide visitors their best possible experience

io the face of adversity and nclement weather
Emily DeLange, Folanieer Crordinsior and Education Spemaiid Merrit Lland NFE
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Save the Date

October - 14
Nasforal Wildlife Refuge Week
Memmirt Island HNWE

October ].i

Nartonal Wildlife Eefiuge Week Eveni
10am - _;:|:|1

Mlemitt Island MWE. Event

October 21

2nd dnpnal Hervest Fesmeal
l{am —3pm

Enchanted Forest Wahue Sancruary

October 17

MIWA Annual Heatny & Silent Aueti

Spm—Spm
Digbaas Center, K5O Visitor Complen

"mrmber 15

Wrsenms af Brevard Allernaii

December 1 — Febroary 28
“Flore & Faura™ exhibi
Brevard Watercelor Sociefy,
MINWE. Visttor Center

December 3

Brevard Watercalor Seciery Recepiton

dpm — Gpm
MINWE. Visitor Center

January I-i L

Qma-rm;rb:rmngudnﬂdh.ﬁ}ﬁbm'a]mg

Fe'bnur:r 11
7 Annmal Pioneer Doy
Eam 3 H::-usa at Pine Island

Space Coast Birding & Wildiffe Fesaval

Coloring the Birds of Cuba

In cur bookstore here ar the Refure there's a coloring book for sale that was
produced by a local Andubon chapter. It's the Eaglish vemsion of & book that was
originally done in Spanish. Here's how that project bezan.

In Decembar, 2014 Halifax Fiver Aundubon
m Daytons Beach planmed a birding mip fo
Cuba. Thers was a 3200 per person donation to
the chapter taailt into the cost of the mp. With
ooe of those going having edred fom 3
corpomation with & generows matchine grand
program. we ended up with a domsdon of
£3.200. Ome affernoon, &= we rode across Cuba
in the comfort of car bus, Rachsl Famecey
(HFA Tressurer at the fme) surzeded w me
that HEEA use thar donation to find a zZif 1o
Cuba’s children. She suggested “How aboat a
coloring book of Cwban birds ™

A month or so after we got back I contacred
Feinder Mimgia, President of Lake Fegion
Andubon Socety, m Lakelsnd. I'd known him
= through another fiend as 3 zood photographer
andd his Cubsan heritzge and emviromments] comnrimment meant, in my mind that be
mizht knosy somecne who could do the doamines and pat the book fogether. It
nomed out that in addition to his photegraphic talents he's an excellent arst. Plos,
&% 3 native Spanish spesker, be was the perfect chodce fo do the book. The fnished
product is just what we had in nrind.

This project could not have happenad waathout the help mnd advice from Gary
Makowski, of Carbbesn Consemvation Trast, and his contacts within the
enviromments] snd sovemmental compnmites in Cuba. If yon think sboat it it's
mndessiandable that a counimy that has been under embarzo by the U5 for hslf a
canhary mighs view with suspicioa the ides that 3 bamch of "do zooders” from thers
want to distribute books to their school kids Char donstion covered the cost of
printing 2,000 copies of the Spanich version. We have alrezdy seen pearly 1000
copies taken down to Cuba for free distmibution to kids there, along with cravens
and colored pencils. Objects that can be diffionlt for the averaze Cuban to obtain
They went with sroups like the Ohio Crnithological Society, Aundubon chapters
Eayak grongs, native plant society members and 3 medical missions zmonp beaded
by a pediamician from Cinciomati

Just after landing in Hovans we saw Peinted Buntings and Cuban Bullfinches in
oy cages oo the font porches and balcomies of Cubsn homes as our bus drove
along on the way to o frst destination. The caged bird rade in Cuba i= 3 setions
threat to several endemvic species there and kide are ofien the fivst link in the cham
af thiz destmuctive practcs. We hope these books wall help to begin changing
atutades among the youns and evenmally l2ad to an end to e capture and caging
of wild birds everywhere.

For more infonmation on Celaring the Birds of Cube or to make a purchase,
please call the MIWA Bookery at 321-361-0668,
David Ferigrove, MIFA snd Haljfay River Audubon Srard memkh,

Have you lheard?
The Hanlover Canal Bridze
has reopensd! Fepairs have
besn  completed amd the
bridge i oncs azZain open 1o
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AOB Alternative Gift Fair
The Museums of Brevard (the MOB) will be
hosting their first ever Alemative Gift Fair this
Movember! The event offers shoppers a choice of
hobday gifts to hopor family and friends while
suppertng charities and non-profit organizations
in a festive atmasphere. Local organizations and
nen-profits will be selling gifts that help ofhers,
help the earth, or celebrate our local history and
caltmre such as hand-made cratts, toys, books,
jewelry, clothmz, artwork and other unioqus ift
inzms. with 1007 of the profie: from the sales
kept by these local erganizations to help achizve

The gift fair will be held Sahoday, MNovember
12th from 10200 AM to 3:00 PM at the Vetsrans
Memorial Center at 400 5. 5yk=s Cresk Phwy,
Mierritt Taland, FT. 33952,

MIWA will be attending, so be 2ue to stop by
our booth and getf zomething sperial for the
holidays that will help sapport the Bafugal Wa
will have assorted hats, t-shins, gift certificates,
mentherships and other awesome gifis available.

For more informarion, please call the Pefugs at
£321) BA1-DGa.

Thank You CCEC Donors

Scrob Jay: Al & Emma Jean McKinley, Dan &
Diane Click. Andy & Hosemary (Georgamna,
Wamen & Betty Camp, Betty Pound. Chardes &
Arn Stewar, Tom & Lyn Al Dixie Eirsch
Family Trust, Darlesn & Jemry Hunt, Holbrook
Travel Daopzhters of the Amsrican Bevobition
Philip Permry Chapier, John & Cerilia Carey.
Pintail: Delaware Merth Parks & Besorts, Space
Coast Andubon, Cox Conserves Heroes Award
Ibis: McCarmey Memorial Fund, Chris Fairey,
Kayak's by Bo. Pelican: Launles Thompson.
Don & Japet Craie. The Pml B. Humier &
Constanre I Hunter Charitable Foundation. Tne.

Stalking the Mocking (Bird)

The first week in Augast brousht jov to Iocal, and not so local birders, as a Bahama
Mockingbad or "BAMOT as bird perds like te say, was sighted and ID-ed at Canaveral
ational Seazhore.

Andabon’s website says of this bird

“A lpcalized resident of the Bahamaz and a few other izlands in the westem
Caribbean, thiz hefty mockinsbird has strayed to southsm Florida on a mumsher of
oCfasions since the sarly 19707, Coe male rerarnad for several spnngs to Key West,
where if may have inferbred with the local Morthern Mockinghinds.”

In other words, this is a bird thar is not supposed to be found along the Ceniral Florida
Cioast! Ward of this rare bird's appearance spread thoonzhost Florda and bevond.

It appears that it was frst reperted i the American Biding Assoriations Rare Bird
Sightings log by Mirchel Harris, buf I could not find bis post T did find an excerpt fom
the eBird profile of eBird member, Shen Brown on Auguast 7, 2017

“Brown mockingbird larper that Morthern Mockmebird. o white in wings. Was very
active and cooperative, would sit in the open at close ranee Paossibls NOMA x BAMO
brybmid asseciatine with & Af ope point boeth biads few to the ground beside the road
for a minate before flyving back to the cover of the sea grapes and surmounding
shrubsrees.”

Iwas ope of many MINWE vohmteers who stalked the BAMO at Canaveral Mational
Seashore and I took a fow phots of it af the Curve in the beach roads just befors parking
lot 71, Also there admiring the BAMO with me were a younz Gainesville woman and

2 mar who had travelled all the way from South Carolina to see this hird!
Kate Faray, MINWE Folundeer ead Sird Nerd

Interesied m birding on the refupe
Bur mor sere where fo siere? Join ope
afpur Fefuze tours! Aknowladgzables
Eafuge volootesr will fake you on a
two-hoar suide tom in oar Pefuge
Shamle bus. This is a preat way to
learn to idenbify bids. plant and
wildlife! For those who are already
kpowledzable these tours alse offer
chance to see umusual or rare birds and
wildlife. Space i3 limited o please
call (321) BS1-B5A0 for reservations.
S Fes 55 perperson, 3250 for sendor or
access pass holders,

Bahame Mockinghed [ BAMDG
Phesa by Kawe Peres

One Butterfly, Twao butterflies, three...

The Refuge is in need of volunteers to help with our Butterfly Survey program.
Volintesrs meet once i manth (zensrally on the first Satorday) in the MIWE Visitar
Center auditorium. The program: begins with a photo presentation on leaming bow o
ienfify batterflies. Afterwands, everyone participates in a butterfly survey to collect
data for the Werth American Bufierfly Count and Florida Bubierfly Moniboring
Network. The survey mkes place over different locations on the Eefiape and volunteers
meet back at the Visitor Center in the aftermaon to tarm in their data. Be sune to bring
water, soacks, insect repellent and wear closed shoes and lemg pants. For moare
mformation. please call the refuge at 320-851- 0659, The next survey is scheduled for
Saturday Oict. 7 at Gam.

- r
Ll BnnBary, Agraahs venillae (Linnssus) catspuller. Plose by Nasias Dol
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Io an effort to help people across the country find their way to
national wildlifs refuges, Meritt I=land Madonal Wildlife Befuze
will be offering new programs to balp encorags people from all
Merritt Island Mational Wildlife Refuge backgroumds to be inspired by ther faderal lands within this

PR

AZETCY.

As a part of this vear's celebration for the Matiomal Wildlife
Befupe Systemn, MINWE will be offering exriting new
programming. Some of these new Fafige adventare will inclods

E a Bring-Youwr-Uwn-Eayak velméesr-led tour, guided birding
hikes, stand-up paddle board yoga, and meore!

In addition live animal: and exhibitors will be at the refuze
wisitor center on Sarurday, October 14, from 10 am. te 2 pm. fo
educate and mspire visitars to promots wikdiife consermaton

If you'd like oo b2 a vendor or participate as a volunteer, please

: : - contact Emily Delanze at Emily Delanmogfws.zow or
October 7-14, 2017 (3217861066, T -
Ewmaly DeLange, MINWE Folunteer Covrdinsior eud Education Specializr

Revising Compatibility Determinations for Eight 10-vear Uses at MINWER

Al public uses of national wildlife refuges must be repularly reviewed and approved for both appropriateress and comparibility. The Service
is ourently revizing compathility determinatons for eighe 10-vear uses on Memit Island National Wildlife Fefupe (WWE):  Bicycling,
Besearch Astronomy, Organized proup camping. Commercial services, Moncommercial plant collection, Feral heg cooiol and Fozest
manazemeni-commercial tmber harvest

These uses were last evaluated in the 2008 Comprebensive Conservation Plan for Memitt Island WWE Draft compatibiity determinations
would be expected o be available for poblic review and commzent in late 2017 / early 20018, For more information. contact Kim King-Wrenn,
Supervisory Pak Panger at 321-361-0668.

Cheri ML Ekrkerdy, AICF, Nanurel Rerosrce Flanner, TUE Fizh aed Fildife Sarvicr

Like our new look? MIW A worked on getting the Refiuge Shurtie bus wrapped this summer. The bus went from plain to amazing thanks to
remutifal photos fom around the Rafage and the local graphics company Fish Skinz {www Gshskinz cons). What 2 wonderfal job they did® Thaok
you also to MIWA board menaber Tom Al for kelping us completz this project. Be sure fo signup for one of the Refuze’s Nartare Bus Tours
this fall Tours are Fom %am t0 noon on Tussdays, Tharsdays and Sanodays. Space is limited so please call {321% 261 0460 for reservations.
Foes ara §5 per person. §2.50 for senior or access pass holders.

Thank You to our MIW.A Members
Copher Tortoise: Carl 5. Boyer & Blacks Senice Spray, John & Fam Boderocco, Joseph Byron, Dr. Joho Fardine & Dir. Diane Daddaroe,
Dime Jackson & Alfed Dirska, Carla & Gary Purr, David & Earen Hilquist, JTaloa Jaeger, Jay & Taoya Enappman Paola & Danisl
Mclelian, Ten Menfeith, Kate & Tom Perez. Dionna Poole, Jimmry Fadelph, Christine & Mark Shireman, Psi Zefa Zeta Chapier, Fichard
George, Fairfield Inn & Suites by Mamiodt Tiasvilis, Els. H. Van Engelenbarzs. Bebeat: Tay & Pegey Honeyoutt, Frances Lonwerse, Danvid
Splitt, Launiles Thompson, Tanet & Bill Forster, Sea Turtle: Medra Sekera, Hob Sieck, Fermath & Mary Winterrth. Otter: JTon Milans.

Inferested in helping sapport the Fefuze? Becoms a MIWA member! See the back page for a membership form Memberships may also be
purchased online via our website at waw meminizlandwildhie org of by phone at {3217 861-2377.
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The Hahi-Chat is pohlished 3 timsss 3 year and
available via mail and emadl

Newdetter Edifors Connie Cransion
Feszie Cravey
Eim Einp- Wrenn

Technical Consulfant Cheri Ehrbardt

MINWR Florida Scrub-Jay Survey

The Florida Scrab-Tays have had an amazing breeding year. They have almost doubled
the pumber of fledzlings Soo what that they did last year. This year there kawe been
over 60 fedzlings recorded Since the month of Taby, Tames Tyen. a MINWE Biolegist,
has handed abowt 30 Scnab-Jays and all bug thres of theze Tays wers young ones.

For the banding process, Jim tries to get the birds habituated fo the Tap before so that
thevre used to being in the cage He will place open raps throughout their habitat and
leave them open. He'll place peamus i apd arcund the traps so that the JTays are free to
po I and arooand the map. I beliewe he is planning o do another banding before the
winter months. Whes Jim and I were out, we saw a few Jays that were not bandad.
The Scrub-Tays bamds doo't represent amything specific, but are mndemized and given
to Jim for the bandings each vear, Vo read the bands as vou would read a book, Som
left to right and from top to bottom. These bands allow him to keep mack of the
indivicual birds and family groups. There ars 150 total Smily proups under the shady

m-:l]nnsrudlﬁ-l-l}nfﬂmieﬂmﬂ\ SIS
Limdawy Grawa, Hiolegical Fo rian Firtier Serncenr MIVFE

Fant i spef @ Flerida
Serud-Jay? The Refups hag
one of three stonghold
populations of the threatened
jav. With fewer than 2 000
remaining i the world the
Flonida Scub-Jay is oze of
the rarest species oo the
Fefage. Sop by the Visitar
Cepter fo get information
about whers you can view
l these amazing birds.

.

Proposal to Extend Commercial Harvesting

Al public wses of national wildlifs refiizes mmest be regularly reviewsd and approved
for both appropratensss and compatibility.  The commmercial fishing (seafood
harvesting) use i3 omrently scheduled to be phased owf on Memitt Island Mational
Wildlifs Fefizze (Refuze W) oo September 30, 2018, Thming development of the
2002 Merritt Island WWE Comprehenzive Conservation Blap (CCE), the U5, Fish and
Wikdlife Service (Service) determined a phase-put of commerdial seafeod harvesting
W3 DECessary 1o meet Service policy guidelines regarding appropriate and compatible
uses. Dhue to concems about economic hardship to individual barvesters and their
families, the Service approved a 10-vear phase-out of commercial fishing However,
durimg thiz 10-year phase-out paried, permidf bolders were not adequately potified of the
amset date and the phase-out was oot fully implemented as outlmed in the CCP.

T address the shortcomings related fo the phase-out, the Service has been evahmtmg
options to develop a reasomabile approach for all imvolved To this end, the Semice is
mecommending an extension to the phase out for ap additiomal 10-year pericd (to
Sepember 30, 2028}

In accerdance with Service goidelines and Mational Epvironmental Pelicy Act
regquirements, public mvolvement is an inportant factor in the development and review
of the proposal to extend the commerrial hamestine use apother 10 years at Merrit
Island NWE. We conducted a public scoping period from Angust 22, 2017 to September
8, 2017 to collect public comments early in- the new-hpmnzn: of this proposal. The
propesed 1-year extension wouwld reguire revising the existdng compadbility
determination through a categorical exclusion documentad in an Environmental Action
Statement. Following public comment, the Service will review all comments r=ceived
and will develop a draft compadbility determination amd dmft Environmental Action
Statement which will then be made available to the public for a 30-day public review
mnd comment perind, which is anticipated for late October / Neowember 2017 The
Service will review all comments submitted and will rempend to the substartive
comments o an appendix included with the final documents. 4 fmal decision fom the

Service would be expected in Movember | December 2017
Cheri M. Ehrhards, ATCF, Maswral Rezource Fleaner, 5. Fich aad Fadife Senice
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New Eenewal
The Memitt Island Wildlife Association (WIWA) o assist s @
mﬂg&mﬂn&hﬂaﬂmﬂﬁmﬂgfmhﬁﬂﬁh&d'ﬂﬁ. prograns. folnmg is simple,
Just £l ougt thi= forme and mail it ec MOWA PO Box 2683, Titosville, FL 32781 You may alse join 3 Stodent $20
anline at mermittislandwildlifs arg or by calling the BWIWA office at 321-2451-2377.
4 Senmder 520
Name {5): 3 Individmal $15
Address: % Family %50
City: State:  Tip: 7 Tortaize $100 +
Phone: E-mail- 3 Bobcat $150 +
L Sea Tertle  §500 +
I want to pay my membership via: 3 Otter $1.000 +
_ Check _ MomeyOrder _ Visa _ MC _ Discower _ AMY 3 Aligator $2.500 +
Fleems make chacly oad owdiers papuhle do “MIRA"
2 . 3 Mamatee  $5.000 +
CC#:
3 Dopation
Exp. Diatte: ! CVV: Billing Zip
Sigmature: Total §
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