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Retirement Means a New Beginning  
     For more than 33 years, I have been fortunate to be in a job that I truly love, but the 
time has come for me to move on and I will retire at the end of December.  It has been 

a wonderful career and I would not change one minute of it, but we must choose to 
either expand our experience or grow stale.  It is time for me to move on to the next 
chapter of my life and allow others to grow the program.  Retirement will mean a new 
beginning for me and the Refuge. 
     I certainly will miss my job, my personnel connections with staff, working with the 
many dedicated volunteers, and the great relationship I have with many MIWA 
members and the hard working MIWA Board.  You all have been a very special part of 
my life and our shared experiences have enriched my life beyond measure.  It is these 
special relationships I will miss the most.  I wish each of you that support the Refuge 
through your membership, time, and talents, nothing but the best. 

Dorn Whitmore, Supervisory Ranger  Dorn Whitmore, USFWS Retiree 
Photo by Sandee Larsen  

Much has changed over the years since Dorn arrived: 
 

1978             The headquarters was located in an abandon residence just east of Oak Hammock Trail.  The Refuge had 
a staff of 12 and the visitor program consisted of two facilities: Black Point Wildlife Drive and Oak 
Hammock Trail.    

1979  Palm Hammock Trail opens. 
1981 On June 12, a wildfire claimed the lives of two refuge employees.  As tragic as this event was to the 

Refuge, the deaths profoundly changed the course of the agencies’ fire program and provided an infusion 
of funds that established the Beau Sauselien and Scott Mannes Visitor Center and lead to the 
establishment of the Cruickshank Trail.   

 A 9 projector, computer operated slide show introduced KSC’s visitors to the Refuge. 
1983 Volunteer Program begins and Mendel Stewart is hired to assist running the VIC. 
1984 The Visitor Center opens and is dedicated. 
1985  Cruickshank Trail and tower dedicated.  Exhibits are installed in Visitor Center. 
1986  A major new exhibit established at KSC’s Visitor Center and is attended by 100,672 visitors the first 

year.   
1988 Orchid Island Polo Club threatens Pelican Island and exposes vulnerability of Pelican Island NWR, the 

nation’s first refuge, to development.  Dorn is assigned to develop expansion plan and guide acquisition.  
1989 Congress approves $1.9 million for acquisition of a buffer for Pelican Island. 
1990 No Motor Zone is established in the Banana River. 
1991 Archie Carr NWR established, followed by the establishment of the Archie Carr working Group.  Over 

$120,000,000 is spent on acquiring the most significant sea turtle nesting site in North America.  Dorn is 
assigned to oversee the expansion. 

1992 Refuge enters into an agreement with Eastern National Monument and Parks Association to establish a 
sales area in the Visitor Center.  Archie Carr Friends group is formed.  Barbara Bolt is hired to work in 
VIC and supervise volunteers. 

1993 First annual event to celebrate the establishment of the 1st National Wildlife Refuge at Pelican Island.   
1994 Lake Wales Ridge NWR established and Dorn assigned to guide acquisition and work with partners 

through the Lake Wales Ridge Working Group.    Agreement with Eastern National Monument and Parks 
Association terminated and MIWA was established. The Pelican Island Preservation Society established. 

 
Continued on page 7……. 



Habi-Chat  • Winter 2011  •  Page 2 

President’s Message 
      Greetings from the Refuge, where our wintering birds have begun to arrive in force!  The annual Christmas Bird 
Count was held Monday, December 19th.  Participants are always welcome for the Count, and for the many other MIWA-
sponsored tours and events planned for the coming year.    
     I am excited to begin my term as your president, and hope to continue the success the Association has enjoyed 
throughout its existence.  I appreciate the leadership we’ve had from my predecessor, Jim Pedersen, and retiring Board 
members General Forrest McCartney, Dan LeBlanc and Warren Camp.  Jim remains on board – we’ve simply switched 
jobs – but Warren, Dan and the General have earned some time off after many years of distinguished service to MIWA.  
We also welcome two new Board members, long time Refuge Volunteer Kathy Eichinger and Delaware North Executive 
Craig George. 
     We must also note the imminent retirement of Dorn Whitmore, our USFWS liaison and 
staunch friend, who has provided extraordinary support and assistance to MIWA from the day 
it was founded.  We wish him all the best in the future. 
     The Merritt Island NWR and the entire National Wildlife Refuge system are facing 
significant challenges, as always seems to be the case, and our mission is to support them 
both locally and at the national level on occasion.  We will continue funding a myriad of 
programs here at the Refuge, working to involve the Refuge in tourism-based economic 
rebound in the North Brevard area, and supporting efforts to maintain NWR budgets from 
Congress. 
     As final note, remember to include the MIWA Bookery in your shopping plans.  It’s a great 
place to pick up unique gifts.  Happy 2012! 
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The Merritt Island Wildlife Association (MIWA) is a nonprofit, 
cooperating association for the Merritt Island National Wildlife 
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call our direct line: 321-861-2377. 
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The purpose of the Merritt Island Wildlife 
Association is to promote conservation, 

awareness, and appreciation of the Merritt 
Island National Wildlife Refuge and to 
provide assistance to Refuge programs. 
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Thank You to Our  
Corporate Sponsors 

 

Brevard Nature Alliance 
Courtyard Cocoa Beach 

Delaware North Parks and Resorts 
Dixie Crossroads Restaurant 

Fly Fisherman 
Fun Day Tours 

R. E. George, D.V.M. 
Halifax River Audubon Society 

Jon’s Fine Jewelry 
North Brevard Tires, Inc. 
United Space Alliance 

 
 

 Dan Click, MIWA President 
File Photo 

Dan Click, MIWA President 
 

 
THE MERRITT ISLAND WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION 
(REGISTRATION #CH29759) HAS COMPLIED WITH 
THE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS OF CHAPTER 
496, FLORIDA STATUTES, SOLICITATION OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS ACT.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL 
REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 
(800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION 
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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 MIWA Member’s Canaveral Air 
Force Station/ Lighthouse Tour 

 
     On Wednesday, November 18th, 2011, thirteen eager MIWA 
Members attended a tour of the Canaveral Air Force Station 
(CAFS) and Cape Canaveral Lighthouse. Lead by Missile History 
Center Volunteer Andy Anderson, the day was a full one. The 
group arrived via the new Refuge Tour Bus and met Andy at the 
history center. Then it was off to view several historic launch 
complexes.  

      Andy was a wonderful source of 
launch history, having worked at 
CAFS since 1957.  Other stops 
included: the Air Force Space & 
Missile Museum and the Cape 
Canaveral Lighthouse where members 
outside spiral staircase.  

  

     Thank you, Andy Anderson, for a g
launches is amazing. And, thanks to dr
members for attending the tour.  
Sandee Larsen, MIWA Bookery Manager
Note: Tours are available to the general p
is no charge but reservations are required
For reservations, send an e-mail to ccafst
information. 
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future of MIWA. Imagine what our organization would be like if our s
cards for their grandchildren this year! It would be a great way to pass
particular- and the membership pie chart would be a lot healthier for y
last year, and he loved it! He took home lots of great stuff from the sil
Dr. Jim Clark, MIWA Board Member  
climbed to the interior fourth level, exiting via the 

Leader Andy Anderson with Group at Memorial Site 
Photo by Sandee Larsen 

reat tour. Your knowledge of the missile sites and 
ivers Jim Pedersen and Ed Larsen and to our 

 
ublic (with some restrictions) on Wed. & Thurs. There 
. Bus and most facilities are NOT handicap accessible. 
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e bad news- 48% of our membership are seniors.  It 
MIWA Group at Lighthouse
Photo by Sandee Larsen 
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MIWA 2011 Annual Meeting 

     Approximately 150 MIWA Members attended this year’s annual 
meeting at the Debus Convention Center.  Held Wed, October 12, the 
event included a MIWA Annual Report, Refuge Update, Silent 
Auction, dinner and cash bar, Brevard Zoo live animal encounter, and 
speakers: Evan Hirsche of the NWRA and renowned photographer and 
author Richard Crossley. Supervisory Ranger, Dorn Whitmore, acted as 
the event’s M.C. 
     The evening was a busy one. Nomination Chair, Darleen Hunt, 
announced this year’s nominees for the MIWA Board: Board Members 
for Re-Election are Dan Click, George English, Chris Fairey, Jim 

Pedersen, John Tribe, and 
Charlie Venuto. New Board 
members Nominees are Kathy 
Eichinger and Craig George. 
Darleen called for nominations from the floor. None were offered. A vote was 
taken and all nominees were approved.  

Event Speakers-Evan Hirsche, Richard Crossley and 
Dorn Whitmore 
Photo by Diane Stees, MIWA Treasurer 

     MIWA Officers were elected by board members at the December Board 
Meeting. Nominated Members are: President- Dan Click, Vice-President- Jim 
Pedersen, Secretary- John Tribe (till Jan. 2012) then fulfilled by Kathy Eichinger, 
and Treasurer- Diane Stees.  

    The night was a success. Members mingled and bid on silent auction items and 
enjoyed the informative and lighthearted programs. Funds of over $5,000 were 
donated via the auction!      

 

 

Brevard Zoo Animal Encounter Staff 
Photo by Sandee Larsen, MIWA Staff
     Thanks to event volunteers, Kathy Eichinger, Joanne Dykes, Ed Larsen, Jim 
Pedersen, Ned Steel, Sandy Walters and Cheryl Girard. A big “Thank You” to Bill Moore of Delaware North Parks and 
Resorts for sponsoring the event venue. And last but not least, thanks to all the silent auction donators and bidders (too 
many to print). Please spread the word and make the 2012 meeting even larger! 
Sandee Larsen, MIWA Bookery Manager  
 
 

 
SILENT AUCTION DONATORS 
  

A Day Away Inc Walters Orchids - Merritt Island Witha Lacuesta 
Ace Hardware-Titusville Wildside Tours William Lathrop 
Bok Tower Gardens Robert Amoruso Lisa McAlpine 
Brevard County Manatees Kathie Benson Len Messineo 
Brevard Zoo Susan Blakeslee Trudy Metzger 
Busch Gardens Tampa Bay Wendy Bryant Dale Nichols 
Butterfly World Jim Butts Joan Otto 
Cason Photography Walter Chadwick Patty Pape 
Contemporary Fine Art Studio/Gallery Jim Clark Linda Peter 
Creative Handcrafts Ginger Donn Michael Pivar 
Dixie Crossroads Restaurant George English Lucinda Pruss 
Eagle Optics Captain Larry Fowler Joel Reynolds 
First Photo Studio Mel & Dot Fringer Betty Salter 
Folkmanis Puppets Andrew & Rosemary Georganna Judd & Jill Spitzer 
Jacksonville Jaguars Cheryl Girard Beth Timmons 
Miami Dolphins Amy Gottsche Charlie &Barbara Venuto 
Palm Tree America Carol Hansen Diane Walsh 
Residence Inn by Marriott Neta Harris Sandy Walters 
Rusty's Seafood & Oyster Bar Jo Ann Heenan Yvette Whitmore 
Sam's Club Melody Hendrix Dan Witmer 
SeaWorld Orlando Lori Hoban Susan Wooldridge 
The Enchanted Forest Darleen Hunt Ken Wyant 
Wakulla Suites Giacomo Ilardi  
Walt Disney World Orlando Captain John Kumiski  
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MIWA MINUTE 

     Cooler weather is back, but unfortunately, visitors at the center are not! Visitation is down 
for the season, most likely due to area layoffs and the nationwide financial recession. We are 
hoping birders will get the word out, encouraging fellow feather watchers to visit the area and 
get a few life list birds.  
     Here is some good news. Thanks to MIWA Member, Eric Gardez, MIWA received funds of 
$350 from the United Technologies Matching Gift/Grant Program. Eric has been good friend to 
MIWA and the Refuge, annually promoting our association through his company’s program. 
Thank you, Eric! Also, MIWA Member, Dustin Martin graciously donated $82 to MIWA via 
JustGive, an online nonprofit charitable giving organization. Thanks Dustin!  If your company 
has a similar program, please consider MIWA as a recipient. All funds are deductable and go direct
programs.  
     MIWA has also received numerous memorial donations from the friends and families of Pauline
Brown, and James Allen. Thank you so much for thinking of the Refuge during your time of loss. I
the Refuge and remember your loved ones in the natural areas they frequented and loved so much. 
     For information on volunteering at the Refuge, contact Nancy Corona at 321-861-0668. Feel fre
direct line, 321-861-2377 if you need membership, retail information, or would like to make a dona
I’ll see you at the Refuge! 
Sandee Larsen, Bookery Manager  
 

     Adopt-an-Area Update
     The Adopt-an-Area program continues to be a h
inception in April of 2009, Adopt-an-Area voluntee
1,007 bags of litter and numerous other items from
contributed over 1300 hours of service. Adopt an A
making an important contribution to the quality of h
experiences. Additionally the program promotes ste
community. Adopt an Area has grown to twenty six
groups or individuals. Participants include three bu
groups, eight clubs, six families, five individuals, a
association. A recognition event will be held in the
participants for their contribution. A Day Away Kayak 

Astronaut High School Biology Honor Society 
Astronaut High School Environmental Club 

Dorothy & Henry Adams 
Florida Fly Fishing Association 

Holiday Inn, Titusville 
Internet Shrimpers  & Anglers Association 

JoAnn Heenan 
JoAnne Walter 

Kayaks by Bo, Inc. 
Mid Coast Fly Fishers 

Mosquito Lagoon Waterfowlers’ Association 
Orlando Kayak Fishing Club 

Phyllis Mansfield 
Pruss Law Firm 

Sarah Fraser 
Scottsmoor Yacht Club 
Sculptor Charter School 

Space Coast Audubon Society 
Steve “AB” Allen 

The Bobbitt Family 
The Burke Family 

The Escoffier Family 
The Montgomery Family 

Tom Quinn & Rosalie Wolf 
United Waterfowlers of Florida 

     Areas still needing adoption include portions of
Peacocks Pocket, and Bio Lab Road, Pump House 
Road, and others. 
     If you would like to participate in Adopt an Are
Corona, Public Use Ranger at 821.861.0668 or nan
Participants are required to clean their areas three ti
residents are welcome. 
Kathy Eichinger, MIWA Board member  

 Welcome to… 

…..Sam Heindel - our new 
Environmental Education Intern. 
Originally from Wisconsin, he attended 
the University of Chicago and NYU. 
Sam will assist the rangers and volunteers at the VI
a career as an educator and interpreter with the USF
Service. He will be with us through October 2012. 

 

…..Patrick Barnes- our new Biology Intern from H
Patrick has a bachelor degree in Physics from Ham
internship involves exotic plant removal and water 
will be with us through the spring of 2012.  He is h
with USFWS or National Park Service.  Welcome P
ly into Refuge 
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tion.   

 
uge success. Since its 
rs have removed 
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nd one professional 
 spring to thank 

  Gator Creek, 
Road, Shiloh Marsh 
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mes per year. Seasonal 
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Welcome Sam! 
orseheads, NY. 

ilton College NY. His 
level management. He 
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President’s Parting Message 

     Greetings! As of this date, I will occupy a new executive position on our board. As your new vice president, I would 
like to thank all of your support and dedication to MIWA. Dan Click will be the incoming president. I know our 
organization is in good leadership hands and wish him the best. 
     Three of our most dedicated board members are retiring. I would like to address their 
accomplishments individually. 
 

General Forrest McCartney, an Air Force retiree, was the Kennedy Space 
Center Director for a number of years and eventually retired from that position. 
He has served as a board member since 1994 and has been a valuable asset in 
terms of the MIWA/NASA connection. As president, Forrest spearheaded the 
design, development and construction of our Sendler Education Outpost at 
Dummit Cove. It is used to provide environmental education to local students of 
all ages but many foreign country groups as well. We all wish him the best in 
future endeavors. 

Warren Camp has been a board member since 1997 and has served as treasurer and 

president. Warren was very concerned with the role of Friends groups from MIWA to all 
national organizations. He made many trips to Washington as an advocate and supporter of 
the National Wildlife System and expressed his concerns to as many legislators as possible. 
You may have noticed the many improvements to Black Point Wildlife Drive over the past 
few years. This is because of Warren’s leadership. He actually initiated the Black Point 
Wildlife Drive Enhancement Project. As project leader, he monitored costs, material 
donations, grant applications and volunteers. As any true leader, Warren “got his hands dirty” 
by helping with the actual construction. Whatever needed to be done he was there. I will miss 
my scrub jay survey buddy and MIWA wishes him all the best in the future. 
 

Dan LeBlanc came to MIWA from Delaware North as director of the Kennedy Space Center 
Visitor Center. He has been a board member since 2000 and has since moved away. Dan 
served as treasurer and president. As an exceptional businessman, Dan felt the need not only 
to grow the membership, but also to ensure that we have a clear mission and vision 
statement. With his superior leadership skills, these goals were accomplished. Dan also 
initiated an annual meeting where refuge staff met with the MIWA board in order to fund and 
prioritize needed refuge projects for the coming fiscal year. Dan organized this meeting 
which we affectionately call “Blue Sky” and is held in August. He was also instrumental in 
the design, development, funding, and distribution of our refuge brochure. This process has 
allowed the refuge and MIWA to be more visible to our Central Florida tourists. With all his 
business qualities, Dan will be sorely missed. 

 
Dorn Whitmore, last but certainly not least, our board would like to send out 
a big “thank you” to him. Dorn was the Operations Specialist for the Refuge. He
the system after 30+ years at the end of December. Most importantly to MIWA, 
refuge liaison for the board since 1998 and rarely missed a meeting. Dorn was in
keeping us updated on refuge projects. The projects initiated by MIWA have alw
completed because Dorn ensured that permits and other paperwork were in orde
voice at the visitor center, Dorn will be missed by not only by the refuge staff, b
well. In addition, he has delighted scores of MIWA members by providing histo
and offsite tours on his own time. Thanks so much Dorn. Now, let’s go fishing! 

 

 

Dorn Whitmore 
Photo by Sandee Larsen 

 
     Again, thanks to all of our 1300+ members for everything you do for MIWA. Stop by the Refuge anytim
and maybe even a bird tour. Winter critters are back and are waiting for you to view them. Remember MIW
are free for the tours. Stay well and a Happy New Year to all! 
Jim Pedersen, MIWA Vice President 

 

Warren Camp 
File Photo 
Gen. Forrest McCartney 
Photo by Ruth McCartney 
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Continued from page 1………… 
1995 VIC Board Walk established.   
1998 Joanna Taylor hired to work VIC and supervise volunteers.   
1999 Quota Hunts established though a call in system.   
2001 Designed the Centennial Trail at Pelican Island for the 100thanniversary of the Pelican Island. 
2002 Sendler Education Outpost established, the first major facility funded through MIWA.  Nancy Corona 

hired to work the VIC. 
2003 Centennial Celebration at Pelican Island.   Major road improvements at Black Point WLD 
2004  Scrub Ridge Trail established. Paved the parking lot at Bair’s Cove. 
2005 Quota Hunt Permits begin to be issued by FWC 
2006 Pole and Troll Zone established to reduce impacts to shallow water flats and improve fishing. Pine 

Flatwoods Trail established. 
2007 Improvements completed at Black Point Wildlife Drive (Wild Bird Trail, restrooms, viewing blinds, and 

Handicapped tower) funded through MIWA. 
2009 Manatee Deck upgraded. 
2010 200’ dock at Bair’s Cove installed. 
2011 Fee Program implemented. 
 

   
  

MINWR Wildlife Sightings 
 
 

 

 
That nest has ears! Photo by Joyce Stefancic 
 
Diamondback Rattlesnake on VIC boardwalk. 
Photo by Wally Steinbach 
 
Pintail pair on BPWD. Photo by Joel Reynolds 
Gregg Bailey, Seasonal MINWR Ranger 
spotted at CNS.  
Photo by area paparazzi. 
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Brevard Watercolor Society Exhibit of "Images at the Refuge" 

 Another fabulous exhibit of 27 watercolor paintings inspired 
by the Refuge, is wowing visitors in the Visitor Center Conference 
room.  This 9th annual exhibit of Brevard Watercolor (BWS) artists' 
work will be on display in the auditorium until the end of January.   
Dorn Whitmore thanked all the artists for their participation through 
the years and said "this BWS show is near and dear to me because it 
was the Refuge's first venture into art exhibitions.  I've said it before, 
and I really mean it...it just gets better every year."  Most years, Dorn 
has escorted the artists on a tour of the refuge for photo 
opportunities, which they use as reference material for the paintings. 
 An opening reception for the artists was sponsored by 
MIWA on Sunday afternoon, December 4th.  Attendees were greeted 
by MIWA volunteers. 

Artists enjoyed 
refreshments arranged 

by Sandee Larsen, compl
Approximately 50 attend
members. 
     While guests enjoyed 
River Flute Circle enterta
the covered deck overloo
ripple across the water an
 Dorn Whitmore, 
Ruth Foreman for her pai
 Other awards we
Ferguson, co-chairs, to th
by Jeanette Drake; Secon
Place: "Otterly Adorable
Therese Ferguson for "Si
Cynthia Perry for "The H
Sun"; and Anne Stelzer f
 The artwork is of
the Bookery.  A percenta
 Dorn shared 
that he is retiring at the 
end of December and 

expressed his appreciation to BWS artists for their years of helping to 
communicate the importance of the Refuge through their artistic 
expressions.  Members of BWS then paid tribute to Dorn by recalling 
some of his comments while on tour and then sang a light hearted song 
crafted to pay homage to him for his years of support.   

BWS Artists: Kathy Barnard, Darleen Hunt, Therese 
Ferguson, and Lolly Walton 
Photo by Sandee Larsen, MIWA Staff 

 Thank you to event volunteers: Kathy Eichinger, Connie 
Foreman, Jo Ann Heenan, and Betty Salter for setting and manning the 
event.  You ladies did an excellent job! 
 Don't miss the opportunity to visit the "Images of the Refuge" 
exhibition when you drive out to the Refuge this winter. 
Darleen Hunt, MIWA Board Member and BWS Member 
  
 

First Prize Winner, Artist Jeanette Drake 
Photo by Photographer Betty Salter 
ete with wine poured by MIWA volunteers.  
ed the event which was open to all MIWA 

the refreshments, Laura Covel-Clark of the Indian 
ined guests with her exotic flute melodies under 
king the pond.   The magical flute tones seem to 
d float lightly in the breeze.  
senior ranger, presented the Refuge Award to 
nting, "Wading Ibis."   
re presented by Darleen Hunt and Therese 
e following individuals: First Place: "First Flight" 
d Place: "Wading Ibis" by Ruth Foreman; Third 
" by Cindy McKee; and Awards of Merit to 
tting on Dock"; Darleen Hunt for "Habitat"; 
itch Hiker"; Christianne Kopp for "Enjoying the 
or "Black-Necked Stilt". 
fered for sale and matted prints are available in 
ge of the art proceeds are donated to MIWA. 

 

Dorn Whitmore with Refuge Award Winner, Artist Ruth Foreman  
Photo by Therese Ferguson, BWS Member 
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Refuge Water Resources Management Update 

 
Here’s a good trivia question for a group of folks interested in our Refuge: How 

many square MILES of managed wetlands are on Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge? 
Answer: We have 35 square miles, or more accurately, 22,795 acres.  Want a follow up 
question for that same group of friends?  How many water control structures does our 
Refuge use to manage these wetlands? (Hint, the water control structures are the pipes 
under the levees that have boards or gates to control water flow, and there are 165 miles of 
levee.)  Answer: We have 345 water control structures.  That’s 345 pipes with gates that 
have to be cleaned, adjusted, repaired, and monitored across 165 miles of earth levee roads.  
One last trivia question: What small army of people do we use to maintain these water 
control structures on an as-needed basis?  Answer: Stan, an army of one.  Stan Howarter is 
the biologist responsible for maintaining the water levels, and the control structures.  

Ok Mike, you say, but why are you telling us this now?  Well, last month at 
MIWA’s board meeting I asked for some help from the Association.  Help for managing these wetland acres and help 
maintaining the water control structures.  I asked and your Board responded with “yes, tell us what you need and we’ll 
help”.  The Board approved $5,000 to fund an annual stipend for an intern that will help Stan Howarter with water 
management on the Refuge.  That was in November 16th.  On November 17th, Patrick Barnes responded to the call and has 
been helping us since.  Who says the government is slow? 

 

Thank you the Board, thank you to MIWA, thank you, Patrick.  With all your continued help, we’ll continue to 
keep this Refuge a haven for wildlife.   
Mike Legare, Wildlife Biologist, Merritt Island NWR  
 
 

    
 

Refuge Christmas Bird Count 2011 

 

     The annual Christmas Bird Count was held at the Refuge on Monday, Dec. 19th.  After 
a healthy breakfast of coffee and donuts, about 40 intrepid Birders braved the bitter cold 
(temps in the low 70's!) for 12+ hours, scouring the Refuge-looking for birds.   We all 
gathered at the Visitor Center in the evening to count up all the species we had observed. 
 Our numbers were down a little this year-only 141 species observed, but some really great 
people spent the day on your Refuge adding to the body of knowledge about birds.  
     Here are some notable observations on our Count this year:  
We saw several hundred American White Pelicans (a nearly 
10-foot wingspan on these guys!), a few Bufflehead Ducks 
(really uncommon here recently), some Bobwhite Quail (fire 
ants and disease have decimated their population in FL), 

Virginia Rail (never common here), a Solitary Sandpiper (RARE this time of year), Red 
Knots (endangered), a Pomarine Jaeger (WAY out in the ocean), lots of Eastern Screech 
Owls (these guys are SO cute), several Painted Buntings (always at the feeders at the Visitor 
Center), and 5 American Crows (usually we only see Fish Crows). 

 

     Thank you to Dorn and to Refuge Staff for all their help on our Count and thank you to all 
the Birders who spent the day with us beating the bushes and slogging through the ice and the 
snow! 
Ned Steel & Jim Pedersen, MIWA Board Members 
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Donations in remembrance of loved 
ones and friends were received by….. 

 
…..the Gerindons,the Vandermeys, and the Larsons – 

In memory of Pauline Brock 
 

…. V.L. Ebrahim, John & Roberta Sue Andress , Carol & 
Ron McCracken, and Patricia Buchanan- 

In memory of Beachcomber, Jackie Brown 
 

….Nancy & Richard Routon, James & Sheila Koshewa, 
Gregory Harty, and Juliet Sisk- 

In memory of James Allen 
 

Merritt Island Wildlife Association 
Supporting the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge 
Joining is simple. Just fill out this form and mail 
it to the Merritt Island Wildlife Association  at 

P.O. Box 2683, Titusville, FL 32781 
or join online at 

www.MerrittIslandWildlifeAssociation.org 
 

Name____________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________ 
 

City________________State___Zip___________ 
 

Phone Number____________________________ 
 

Email____________________________________ 
 

            Type of Membership:   
 Seniors and Students – $10 
 Individual – $15 
 Senior Couples – $15 
 Family Membership – $20 
 Supporting Membership – $50 
 Senior Couple Supporting – $75 
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Habi-Chat has email! If you would like to be on our 
mailing list to receive MIWA announcements, please 
add us to your safe senders list and send a request to 
HabiChat@MerrittIslandWildlifeAssociation.org 
 Life Membership – $250 
 Patron – $1000 
 Optional – Donation $______________ 
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