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Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

 

Hi Everyone! 

My family moved to Merritt Island from Maryland 
when I was in the 5th grade, and I have lived in Brevard 
since that time.  I remember our area before it became 
so developed, and I miss 'the good old days'.  My desire 
to help preserve our native landscapes is one of the 
reasons I joined the Environmentally Endangered Lands 
Program in 2001, where I worked as Administrative 

Secretary until I retired last May.  My children and grandchildren also 
love the outdoors.  I also love music and sharing nature-themed songs 
with kids of all ages.  My husband, Paul, and I have lived in Titusville for 
11 years. 

Becoming a more active member of the Native Plant Society seemed 
like a good way to continue my efforts to protect the natural Florida 
that I love.  I joined the Sea Rocket Chapter Board last February as 
Chapter  Secretary and look forward to learning more and getting to 
know our Chapter members as we work towards the FNPS Mission 
to Promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the     
native plants and  native plant communities of Florida. 

Hope to see you soon! 

 ~ Sea Rocket ~ 
 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
President 

Linda Sackman 
 

Vice President   

Kristina Jackson 
 

 Treasurer   
Patti Larson 

 

Secretary  
Laura Covel 

 

Chapter Representative 
Elizabeth Bishop 

 

COMMITTEES 
Membership 

Barbara Gwiazda 
 

Education/Outreach 
Amy Conti 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

 

Newsletter 
Jill Whitson 

 

Digital Archivist 
David Humphrey 

 

Social Media 
Kate Chiodini 

  

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

NEWSLETTER DISCLAIMER 
The articles written for the Sea Rocket Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 
by their  members are the views, opinions and shared experiences of the authors.   
They do not reflect the opinions and beliefs of the Florida Native Plant Society 
organization. 
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SPLENDIFEROUS PLANT SALE 

By On-site Reporter, David Humphrey 
 

Sea Rocket had another super plant 

sale. The numbers are in and Sea 

Rocket made, after expenses, over 

$1400! Another highlight was we have 

added 9 new memberships. It was truly 

a banner day.  

We had a solid volunteer base show up 

at 8:00 ready to work. There was Amy 

Conti, Patti Larson, Jill Whitson,   

David Humphrey, Barbara Gwiazda, 

Ron Chicone, and of course Lois 

Harris who brought the plants in. 

Thanks to Patti & Rich Larson as well as Jill & Jeffrey Whitson for  helping Lois on 

Friday set up the array of plants. 

The weather was as it has been recently sunny, warm and breezy, with thankfully low 

humidity. Everyone worked well together. Patti worked the credit table. What a wonder-

ful upgrade the credit card reader is to these plant sales.  

Kudos to Lois Harris who made the sale of the day with over a $300 purchase. By 2:00 

pm, at closing time, we had three plants left.  

A very big THANK YOU to Wet, Wild and Wacky Florida Native Plants, a new native 

plant nursery on Merritt Island. They contributed Railroad vine, Porterweed, Frogfruit, 

Sunshine Mimosa, and Beach Creeper as donations to the sale. The Wet, Wild and 

Wacky Florida nursery is located at 1380 Dalbora Rd., Merritt Island.  

Email wildwetnwacky@gmail.com. Sea Rocket thanks Wet, Wild and Wacky Florida 

Native Plants for their contribution to the overall success of Sea Rockets second post 

pandemic plant sale.  

 

The next plant sale is scheduled for 

September.  

 

So, as they say,  

“See you in September ''.  

   

mailto:wildwetnwacky@gmail.com
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WALK AND TALK, Thursday June 10th  -  6:30 PM 

 

Join Sea Rocket Chapter members for this month's Weeknight Walk 
and Talk at Scottsmoor Flatwoods Sanctuary in Scottsmoor. Walk off 
your dinner and meet the sunset. Nature is as beautiful in the evening 
as it is in the morning. We will get together to take a leisurely walk and 
talk about plants. Let's share knowledge about landscaping, wildlife, 
nature, community projects, conservation, or anything else related to 
native plants. Plant nerds (and the folks who tolerate them) can hang 
out and geek out together over local flora (or whatever). This is not a 

guided hike, just a causal get together, County Park rules apply to all visitors. There will be at least 
one knowledgeable Sea Rocket member there, this month it's our wonderful Chapter President Lin-
da Sackman. No need to sign up, it's a public park and anyone can show up.  
Scottsmoor Flatwoods Sanctuary information can be found here: https://www.brevardfl.gov/
EELProgram/Sanctuaries/ScottsmoorFlatwoodsSanctuaryEast  
 
Access to the property is from the County’s Parrish Park in Scottsmoor (NOT in Titusville) on       
Magoon Road off of US Highway 1 in Scottsmoor.  

 

GARDEN VOLUNTEERS 

Lois will be working in the gardens at the  Enchanted For-
est on the 2

nd
   Saturday of each month from 9:00AM to 

1:00PM. Staff also has sanctuary  workdays on  the  3
rd

 
Saturday.  Everyone is invited to join in when they can.  
Participants should bring water, wear closed-toe shoes 
and bring their own tools, including gloves and bug spray. 

 

Searocket Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society - Getting to know our namesake: 

Coastal Searocket (Cakile lanceolata) 
Brassicaceae (Crucifer, mustard or cabbage family) 

By Lois Harris 

Annual or short-lived, evergreen, perennial Searocket can be found in coastal dunes and strands 

along the Indian River Lagoon and Atlantic shoreline to the Gulf and across the panhandle.  Flowers 

have four white or lavender petals with bright yellow anthers and bloom early spring through       

summer, under the right conditions it may bloom year-round. Leaves are fleshy, lance-shaped, with 

toothed margins arranged alternately along recumbent stems.  Seeds are rocket-shaped pods which 

turn yellow when ripe and contain two seeds, one in the top which drops off to be dispersed by wind 

or water, the bottom seed remains with the plant. Propagated by seed or cuttings. 

Searocket is drought tolerant, hurricane wind resistant and can tolerate significant ongoing amounts 

of salty wind and salt spray without injury.  It grows in well drained sandy to loamy soils in a full sun 

to partially shaded location. Best used for dune stabilization.  

In the garden searocket will cover an area two to three feet wide and be one to two foot tall.  Bees 
and butterflies are attracted to the flowers and it is a larval host plant for the great southern white.  

JUNE 12th, 2021 

https://www.brevardfl.gov/EELProgram/Sanctuaries/ScottsmoorFlatwoodsSanctuaryEast
https://www.brevardfl.gov/EELProgram/Sanctuaries/ScottsmoorFlatwoodsSanctuaryEast
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Oxalis debilis 

pink wood sorrel https://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/plant-directory/oxalis-debilis/ 
By David Humphrey 

 
 

Pink wood sorrel is an escaped exotic ornamental 
plant that is now found throughout Florida (Wunderlin, 
2003). There are about 30 species of Oxalis in the 
U.S., with 6 in Florida. It is native to tropical America. 
Oxalis (spp) is found on all continents, except Antarcti-
ca, no surprise there. O. debilis does make an eye-
catching potted plant. It is a perennial plant growing 
and increasing yearly. I have seen O. debilis sold in 
“Big Box Stores” as a shamrock. Although the Oxalis 
debilis is sometimes called “shamrock”, it is not. The 
true Irish shamrock is either Trifolium dubium (Lesser 
clover) or Trifolium repens (White clover). Neither of 
these varieties are unique to Ireland but are common 
European species. 
 
 
As I recall O. debilis tends to burn out in the Florida 
sun. In dappled light or even shade, pink wood sorrel 
will flower from spring through fall. Pink wood sorrel 
does best in a damp soil but will survive drought. O. 
debilis does not seem to spread quickly. It is not con-
sidered invasive in Florida by any invasive criteria. I 
have read that some authors consider O. debilis an 
invasive plant. This author does not agree with that. I 
suppose if your yard is a like a golf course then, yes, 
O. debilis could very well be considered an outsider.  
 
 
I have, in the past, dug up several of the Wood Sorrel 
plants. What I have seen are the little bulbs all clus-
tered together. It is these little bulbs that will, in time, 
produce more plants. The bulbs will separate easily 
when disturbed. I agree on a point with the author who 
thinks O. debilis is an invasive plant. That is because I 
have yet to dig one up completely. Always the bulbs 
separate. I am sure it is possible, but I’ve never done it. 
 
 

Lastly Oxalis (spp) is considered an excellent pollinator 
plant. Though the Oxalis does not set seed it has copious 
amounts of nectar, freely given. Bees, bumblebees, and  
butterflies are known beneficiaries to this sweet treat. 

 
 

Woodsorrel - Oxalis debilis

 

https://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/plant-directory/oxalis-debilis/
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LIGHTNING STRIKE HIKE 

Location: Cocoa Conservation Area, 1636 Cocoa Bay Blvd., Cocoa, FL 

Date/Time: Saturday, June 19th, 8:50AM to 12PM. Meet at the picnic shelter. 

Join Gregg Stoll for a guided hike into this little-known gem of nature that encompasses     

Atlantic Coastal Ridge Scrub, oak hammock, willow marsh, and other habitats. Lots to see 

there: huckleberrys, tarflower, pawpaw, reindeer moss, some huge live oaks, an old dam and 

much more. Gregg is a retired NASA specialist who now volunteers with the City of Cocoa, 

and has made it his mission to protect and restore the approximately 160-acre Cocoa Con-

servation Area. Like many natural habitats in Florida this property is in need of active man-

agement for fire and invasive plants. A recent lightning strike there on a large slash pine ignit-

ed a wildfire which was contained by Florida Forestry Department with a bulldozer and tractor 

plow. We will talk about the importance of keeping controlled fire in the landscape to prevent 

wildfire (and bulldozers), and to improve habitat.  

Contact Ron Chicone to reserve a spot, 321-946-6352 

or rchicone@yahoo.com. Bring water, sunscreen, in-

sect repellant, and hiking shoes. Restroom facilities 

are onsite. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) Grants Awarded:   

 

Contact: Brittany Gillmor @ EFS 321-264-5185  

or Lois Harris, Searocket Chapter FNPS 321-277-5741 

 

#1 

“2021 Viva Florida Landscape Demonstration Garden” $1,000.00 grant awarded from Florida Wild-

flower Foundation:  

Brittany Gillmor, Naturalist at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) has been awarded this grant May 

15, 2021.  EFS volunteers/staff and Searocket volunteers have begun working on the expansion 

and enhancement of the Butterfly gardens around the education building. The gardens focus is to 

demonstrate the beauty of Florida Native Plants in cultivated landscapes.  

 

#2 

“2021 FLEPPC’s  Kathy Craddock Burks Education Grant” $1,000. Grant awarded from Florida Ex-

otic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC): 

Erika Zibelnik, Naturalist at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) was awarded this grant and in her 

absence, Brittany Gillmor will be overseeing this “Brevard County EFS: Be the Change” project. The 

focus is to educate Floridians about non-native invasive plants and their impacts on the natural are-

as and economy of Florida. 

 

If you would like to participate in the following areas of these projects, site preparation, exotic pest 

plant removal, planting, watering, installation, and / or maintenance, mark your calendars for the fol-

lowing scheduled dates: 

Site preparation and/or exotic pest plant removal; June 12, 13, 19 & 20 – 9:00 am to 3:00pm 

Plant pick-up; June 24 

Plant installations begin, any additional site preparation and/or exotic pest plant removal; June 26, 

27, July 3 – 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Plant pick-up; July 8 

Plant installations, any additional site preparation and/or exotic pest plant removal and/or mainte-

nance begins; July 10, 11, 17, 18, 31 – 9:00am to 3:00pm 

 

Additional scheduling will follow as these project progress……………….. 

 

Thank you for your participation!! 

 

Brittany Gillmor, Naturalist EFS  

and Lois Harris, Searocket Chapter, FNPS 
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Mark your calendar for the 

next Adopt-A-Highway 

Clean up! 

July 1st 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING WILL BE AT A 

NEW LOCATION 
 

We will begin meeting in 

person this September!  

Due to the increase in 

membership, we will move 

the meeting location to the 

Brevard Extension Office 

in Cocoa.   

The address is:   

3695 Lake Drive, Cocoa 

32926.   
 

Watch the newsletter and 

emails for more details, in-

cluding dates and times!   
 

It’s going to be great to see 

everyone! 
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Do you ever wonder where some of our profits from the plant sales go? 
 

One important item is to support the different grant funding to improve 

Florida natives throughout our state!   
 

Below is a “Thank You” note from the FNPS President to our Chapter! 
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to check out the bi-monthly newsletter of the Florida Native Plant Society 

Located online at : http://fnps.org/resources/sabalminor  

https://forms.fnps.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1373&qid=240615

