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Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 
 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

Vice President   
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 
 Treasurer   

Madeline Klinko 
madeline@digiphase.com 

 

Secretary  
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 
 

Chapter Representative 
Greg Hendricks 

gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Education/Outreach 
 

Vacant 
 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 

Sea Rocket is proud to have Clifton L. Best as 
our guest speaker for the September 28th, 
general meeting. Clifton is currently the  presi-
dent of “Brevard Backyard Beekeepers” and is 

also owner and  president of: 

 CL Best Honey Bees, LLC 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  
   lois6459@att.net for further info and schedule. 
 
September 11  Bat House Workshop 1 pm to 4 pm, at Sams House at Pine Island. Shari 

Blissett Clark, President of the Florida Bat Conservancy and Bat Belfrys will 
guide participants in this project to build your own Bat House. Materials cost 
are $35 per structure, important instructions will be supplied at reservation-
Reservations are required and must be made by calling 321-449-4720.  

September 21 Lunch with Nature Guest Speaker Series. Starts at noon. Bring a brown bag 
lunch and enjoy a special presentation at the Enchanted Forest. This month we 
have Bo Platt with Lagoon Lifesavers speaking on “Our Precious Ecosystem: 
Threats to the Northern Indian River Lagoon”  

September 23 & 24 Florida Wildflower Symposium at Silver Springs St. Marks  National Wildlife 
Refuge Ranger Scott Davis will tell you much more about milkweed and Mon-
archs, what’s being done to save them, and how you can help. Scott collected 
seeds for the FANN project, maintains a milkweed nursery at the refuge, and 
has successfully protected milkweed populations from roadside mowing. He 
has performed numerous milkweed rescues to save plants from development.  

September 24  Public Lands Day and Native Plant Sale, from 10 am to 4 pm. At the       
Enchanted Forest. 

September 25  Gardening Workday at Sams House from 10 am to 12 pm. Pollinator, Native 
and Pioneer and entrance gardens are all in need of the Fall deadheading to 
assure health for the gardens! Come join us and call to select your favorite gar-
den to work in! Light refreshments will be served.   

September 28 General Meeting at the Enchanted Forest. Starting at 6:30 with “Bringing 

   Back the Bees” Clifton Best, President of Brevard Backyard Bee

   keepers.  

 

                

Don’t forget to check out other EEL Sites  and volunteer organizations for more  

Free Family Fun. 

 Enchanted Forest Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestSanctuary?fref=ts 

 SAMS HOUSE : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Home 

 Barrier Island Center: http://www.brevardcounty.us/eelprogram/areas/barrierislandsanctuary 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful: http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/ 

 Florida Trail Assn Hike Schedule: http://jjehikesced.blogspot.com/ 

mailto:lois6459@att.net
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?FloridaWildflowerFou/e78ebed1c1/0530dd7664/7f5ae23f34
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Clifton L. Best  

I am a native to Rockledge/Cocoa. I am the father of 2 daughters, and have 3 grandsons. 

About 4 years ago I picked up a book at the local home improvement center named 
"Backyard Homesteading". Toward the back of this book was Beekeeping. As I read, I 
became deeply interested in beekeeping. I began to do more research on Honey Bees to 
be sure was it something I could do. The more I read, the more I learned about the trou-
ble they are in, the more interested I became. After some time, I built a bee hive box. 
Went to Winter Haven, FL. and picked up my first package of bees. Hived them and 
watched them grow. And they grew fast! Unfortunately, they were taken over by a Honey 
Bee pest and killed the first year. I didn't take that to well. I had been reading about a pro-
gram the University Of Florida offers named UF Bee College. I attended twice, and 
learned about bee removal. Got licensed, insured, and passed out business cards, I got 
my second colony of bees out of someone’s wall. In a short time, my phone would not 
stop ringing for bee removals. So, I quit my real job and began this adventure of "Saving 
the Bees" from the exterminators. I feel this is a gift handed down to me by higher pow-
ers of which I cannot explain. All I know, is every day I wake up I cannot wait to get into a 
bee removal, or to work one of my managed colonies. I am currently president of the 
“Backyard Beekeepers”. 

I now sell Honey, Honey Bees, and Bees Wax. I have a Beekeeping Management Service 
for new Beekeepers, or for those who just want bees in their backyard. 
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By Lindsey Kratochwill   

Check out the flight paths mapped out be-
low 

Ever feel like someone's watching your 

every move? Well, if you are a bumblebee 

in the U.K., it might not just be paranoia. Us-

ing harmonic radar tracking, scientists in the 

U.K. have monitored the entire lifetime of 

flights taken by four worker bees. The re-

search, which was published in PLOS 

ONEthis week, breaks down the bees' flights 

into two categories: exploration (when the 

bee is first figuring out where to find what it 

needs) and exploitation (efficient, straight 

flight paths based on previous knowledge). 

Interestingly, bees tended to continue explor-

ing even after they had figured out the best 

route. And while bees may be thought of as  

efficient worker drones, the four surveilled 

bees actually showed a large variation in 

their behavior. Previous research has looked 

at bees' DNA to determine the presence of 

personality, and this new study bolsters the 

idea that bees are far more unique than you 

might think.  

 

http://www.popsci.com/scientists-chart-

lifetime-bee-in-flight-paths?dom=rss-

default&src=syn 

SCIENTISTS CHART THE LIFETIME OF A BEE IN FLIGHT PATHS:  

http://www.popsci.com/popsci-authors/lindsey-kratochwill
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LICHENS OF THE ENCHANTED 

FOREST  

Dr. Jay Barnhart 

 Freddie Fungus was a builder of abstract 
free form organic structures, using only elements 
found in his natural environment. All he needed 
was a slurry consisting of the molecules Carbon, 
Hydrogen, Oxygen, and Nitrogen, with some 
added trace elements and bacteria for tweaking 
the final color and product consistency. But 
Freddie did not have the energy and processes 
to create any structures directly from the ele-
ments in his surroundings. 

Alice Alga was a renowned cook, with a 
master’s degree in organic chemistry. She was 
able to utilize carbon dioxide from ambient air, 
and water from the morning dew, and with the 
help of sunlight  to energize her secret patented 
process, which she named Photosynthesis, cre-
ating basic carbohydrates and proteins which 
could be used for both food and building materi-
als. She frequently would hire a sous chef,  Cissy 
Cyanobacteria, to help with the photosynthesis. 
But Alice did not have a structural home to give 
her protection and support.  
 You may have already guessed that the 
inextricable union of these 2 organisms, might 
have resulted in a new entity that would have the 
capability to survive and reproduce, using only 
atoms and energy at their direct disposal. The 
process in which a mutual benefit results from 2 
dissimilar organisms working together is called 
symbiosis, and the resulting entity is also often 
called a composite organism.  
 Lichens are found on every continent, in-
cluding Antarctica, where they are the predomi-
nant life forms. They can survive in almost any 
environment as a result of simple needs and fas-
tidiousness; the major exception being exposure 
to air pollution in large urban areas, where they 
are seldom found. 

As a tribute to the Enchanted Forest, it is 
impossible to take a trail hike on any day of the 
year without encountering at least three or more 
specimens of this liv-
ing organism. The 
most common form is 
the flat, or crustose  
lichen, which appears 

as variously colored and shaped blotches on tree 
trunks.  

Branches and twigs are 
often adorned with leaf-
like, or foliate lichens, 
which are grey to white 
and in the form of thin 
elevated plaques. Least 

common are the fruticose forms, resembling tiny 
leafless shrubs, an attrib-
ute that allows them to 
be used to represent 
trees in model train sets 
and other miniature dis-
plays. Some fruticose 
specimens, known as 
Old Man’s Beard, occasionally become so large 
that they appear as festoons of long lacy fibers 
hanging from high tree branches,  and might be 
mistaken for Spanish Moss, which is a Brome-
liad, not a Lichen. Interestingly, the fungus in Old 
Man’s Beard and our other common lichens is in 
the genus Usnea, and the species moniker for 
Spanish Moss is usneoides, meaning “like Us-
nea”, making a language connection where a 
biological one does not exist. 
Reproduction and territorial expansion take place 
primarily from the fungal element, which pro-
duces spores, hyphae and mycelial forms similar 
to the process used by mushrooms. The fungal, 
bacterial and the algal components can multiply 
by simple budding and division. Lichens are not 
parasitic or harmful to their substrate host, which 
they use only for a basis of their existence above 
the forest floor.  
To finish our story about the Little Home In The 
Forest: Alice let it be known that living in a sunlit 
open grey elevated location was depressing, and 
in need of some color to brighten it up. 
Fortuitously, a painter named Barney Bacterium,
(aka Serratia marcescens) was in the neighbor-
hood and available for the job. However, the only 
paint color he had 
was red. When he 
was finished, there 
was a unanimous de-
cision to name the 
domicile the Red 
Blanket Lichen. 

RED BVLANKET LICHEN 
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Slime Molds are not  
Extraterrestrials 

 
In 1973, a Dallas resident went out to the 

backyard only to stumble upon a reddish, jelly-

like mass pulsating in the grass.  Many people 

couldn’t help but think of - The Blob. Scientists 

called to the scene, however, put any fears of 

menacing alien creatures to rest by identifying 

the mass as an unusually large (14 inch), 

(everything is big in Texas) plas’-mo-di-al slime 

mold.   

Slime molds have traits like both fungi and 

animals. They have very complex life cycles in-

volving multiple forms and stages. During good 

times, they live as independent, amoeba-like 

cells, dining on fungi and bacteria. But if condi-

tions become uncomfortable—not enough food 

available, the temperature isn't right, etc.—

individual cells begin gathering together to form a 

single structure. This happens when the cells 

give off a chemical signal that tells all of them to 

gather together. The new communal structure 

produces a slimy covering and is called a 

“SLUG” because it looks like a slug. When the 

communal cells sense that they've come across 

more food or better conditions, the plasmodial 

slug stops. Cells in the slug now begin to do dif-

ferent things. Some of the cells form an anchor 

for the slug. Others in the middle of the slug be-

gin making a stalk and some at the tip turn into 

what's called a spore cap and others become 

spores in that cap. When a drop of rain or strong 

wind knocks the spore cap hard enough, the 

spores go flying out. Each of them becomes a 

new amoeba-like cell when they land and each 

goes off on its merry way.  

Slime molds are made up of individual cells 

that form an aggregate mass. In their visible, ag-

gregate states, they look like blobs, gooey or 

foamy masses, spilled jelly, or even dog vomit. 

They may be bright orange, red, yellow, brown, 

black, blue, or white.   

These large masses act like giant amoebas, 

creeping slowly along and engulfing food parti-

cles along the way. If a slime mold aggregate is 

diced up, the pieces will pull themselves back 

together. The blobs can navigate and avoid ob-

stacles and if a food source is placed nearby, 

they seem to sense it and head unerringly for it. 

(See Sept 2015 Sea Rocket Newsletter, “Slime 

Mold: What is it good for?”)  

There are two kinds of slime molds. Plasmo-

dial slime molds (the most common kind) share 

one big cell wall that surrounds thousands or mil-

lions of nuclei. Proteins called microfilaments act 

like tiny muscles that enable the mass to crawl at 

rates of about 1/25th of an inch per hour.  

As long as there is enough food and mois-

ture, the mass thrives. But when food and water 

are scarce, the mass separates into smaller 

blobs.  Cellular slime molds also produce 

spores, but these germinate into amoeba-like 

cells. The cells happily go their individual ways, 

as long as food and water are available.  

ActinophCells in cellular slime molds retain 

their individual cell walls when they form a mass, 

so the visible slug is actually a collection of hun-

dreds of thousands of individual cells joined to-

gether. 

Ugg...yuck!! I’ve seen this stuff in my yard be-
fore. I blamed my dog because of it. Now I 

feel like I owe him an apology.—editor Dave 

 Slime molds eat decaying vegetation, bacte-
ria, fungi, and even other slime molds. They 
have never attacked a human! They are most 
commonly found in forests, and have never been  
known to jump.  

http://www.microbeworld.org/types-of-microbes/



 

September 2016   page 7 

green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Hosting the Sea Rocket Newsletter since 2001; 

www.NBBD.com 

North Brevard Business & Community Directory 

www.AboutTitusville.com 

The individual names given to the monthly full 
moons listed in Farmers' Almanac include, but not 

limited to: 

 January: "Wolf Moon" also "Old Moon" 

 February: "Snow Moon", also "Hunger Moon" 

 March: "Worm Moon", "Crow Moon", "Sap Moon", 
"Lenten Moon" 

 April: "Seed Moon", "Sprouting Grass Moon", "Egg 
Moon", "Fish Moon" 

 May: "Milk Moon", "Flower Moon", "Corn Planting 
Moon" 

 June: "Mead Moon", "Strawberry Moon"  "Rose 
Moon" 

 July: "Hay Moon", "Buck Moon", "Thunder Moon" 

 August: "Corn Moon", "Sturgeon Moon", "Grain 
Moon" 

 September: "Harvest Moon", "Full Corn Moon", 

 October: "Hunter's moon", "Blood Moon 

 November: "Beaver Moon", "Frosty Moon" 

 December: "Cold Moon", "Long Night's Moon" 
 

. 

 

Why is the second full moon in a calendar month 

called a blue moon? Carl Hiscock, a folklorist, re-

searched this. He found the first reference made of a blue 

moon was by Cardinal Wolsey, adviser to Henry VIII ,  

when referencing his intellectual enemies as “…having 

you believe the moon is blue”. Over the 500 years since 

Cardinal Wolsey spoke those words the meaning went 

from; it’s impossible, to extremely rare, to a long time, to 

seasonal, (The Farmer’s Almanac for Maine), to the cur-

rent meaning of second full moon in a calendar year. In 

1946 armature astronomer Hugh Pruitt writing for “Sky 

and Telescope”, whether on purpose or not, connected 

the second full moon, of any calendar month, with a blue 

moon, and it stuck.  So in 500 years a blue moon went 

from a preposterous impossibility to the second full moon 

in a month. Quite a meaning morph~ 

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  444 Columbia Blvd, 
  Titusville, FL 32780 

The October 26 Program with Laurilee Thompson  

Speaking on “Exciting Happenings in North Brevard 

 www.fnps.org 


