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June 2016 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 
 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

Vice President   
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 
 Treasurer   

Madeline Klinko 
madeline@digiphase.com 

 

Secretary  
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 
 

Chapter Representative 
Greg Hendricks 

gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Education/Outreach 
 

Shari Blissett-Clark 
jclark109@cfl.rr.com 

 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 A co-owner of the popular Dixie Crossroads, Seafood Restau-

rant in Titusville, Laurilee Thompson is a fifth generation Floridian.  

 In 1997, Laurilee gathered some friends to create an event   

designed to highlight Brevard County’s extraordinary natural         

resources and demonstrate their value to the community’s economy 

and quality of life. That event has grown and now the Space Coast 

Birding and Wildlife Festival, generates more than $1,000,000 for 

North Brevard's economy each January.  

 Through her business, as well as her personal life, Laurilee is 

an influential advocate for the promotion, protection, and use of our 

natural resources in a responsible manner.  The campaign to educate 

people about Indian River Lagoon issues is her most important en-

deavor to date.    

 while resonating with the message that we must restore our 

nation’s great estuaries.  They are all in trouble.  For lack of a better 

title, she now simply calls her talk: 

 “Indian River Legacy.”     

Laurilee Thompson 

Sea Rocket Monthly Mtg. 

Enchanted Forest 

June 22nd at 6:30 pm. 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  
   lois6459@att.net for further info and schedule. 
 

June 4  The Ace Pond Tour and Native Plant Sale. 10am to 3 pm Enchanted Forest is once 

  again on the  Ace Pond Tour and Sea Rocket will be selling both pond plants and non 

  pond plants. The nursery is stocked with a variety of healthy, well adjusted plants. 

June 6   National Gardening Exercise Day— Everyone knows gardening is therapeutic.  It's 

  good for the mind, body, and soul. Gardening Exercise Day gives us an opportunity to 

  go out and burn off calories and have fun doing it. National Gardening Exercise Day is  

  intended to recognize the important physical health benefits of gardening. 

June 19  Forest Funday—Wetlands. Enchanted Forest Sanctuary from 2 pm to 4 pm. Meet 

  some wetland critters and create a fun craft. Children and families are invited to  

  explore flowers with hands on experiments and a craft between. 

June 22 Sea Rocket’s Monthly Meeting. Enchanted Forest Sanctuary at 6:30pm. Sea 

  Rocket is excited to present Laurilee Thompson co-owner of Dixie Crossroads,      

  founder of the SpaceCoast Birding and Wildlife Festival, and lagoon enthusiast and        

  environmentalist par excellence. Laurilee will be speaking on ; 

  “The Indian River Legacy”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send calendar items to David Humphrey at brevcracker@gmail.com  

For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities go to www.FNPS.org; events, “searocket”.     

Don’t forget to check out other EEL Sites  and volunteer organizations for more  

Free Family Fun. 

 Enchanted Forest Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestSanctuary?fref=ts 

 SAMS HOUSE : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Home 

 Barrier Island Center: http://www.brevardcounty.us/eelprogram/areas/barrierislandsanctuary 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful: http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/ 

 Florida Trail Assn Hike Schedule: http://jjehikesced.blogspot.com/ 

mailto:lois6459@att.net
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Sea Rocket Chapter 
General Meeting Minutes 5-25-16 

 
Board Members present: Lois Harris, Armand DeFilippo, Dave Humphrey, Greg Hendricks 
Guests: There were about 18 people in attendance       
Welcome and Call to Order: Lois opened the meeting at 7:02 PM 
 
BUSINESS: 
Approval of April General Meeting Minutes: The April Minutes were approved without changes. 
 
Treasurer Report: Lois Harris, $2,779.52 checking; $2,050.31 saving, $4,829.83 total. Madeline 
Klinko has offered to give the treasurer’s position a try 
   

Refreshments – Armand brought in his own cole slaw , Greg brought in chips and dip, Dave 
brought in some  green tea and snicker doodles. Thank you for providing these snacks for our en-
joyment. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Executive Board:  Madeline Klinko has agreed to stand in as treasurer! Thank you for stepping 
up Madeline, you’re not alone in this. 
 
June, July Aug - no hikes are planned. 
 
Newsletter:, Newsletter Editor,  David Humphrey reminded the attendees that if they have some-
thing in their yards that they are proud of to let us all know about it. A picture and some explaination 
would make a wonderful article or side line.  Deadline for submittal is the 25

th
 of each month. 

 
EVENTS:  
Ace Pond Tour and Plant Sale June 4

th
, from 10 am to 3 pm.  

BOD meeting – June  14th @ New York, New York in Titusville starting at 5:30. This is an open 
meeting, If you would like to join in and see what the board is planning or have suggestions for fu-
ture activities this is the time and place to advance those ideas. 
June  22th Speaker – Laurilee Thompson speaking on “The Lagoon Legacy” 
 
FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Meeting was adjourned at: 7:15 pm 
 
Guest Speaker – Tom Shupe of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
spoke on the Florida Black Bear. This writer for one, had several “Oh my gosh” moments and sev-
eral questions answered. The Black Bear can range between 350 pounds for a male and 250 
pounds for a female. The black bear is not an aggressive animal, and using wisdom a human would 
not be in danger if in sight of a bear. 80% of their diet is plants, 16% insects, and 4% animals. 
Bears have good eye sight, as good as a human, good hearing, and excellent sense of smell. It is 
estimated that a bears sense of small is 300 times as good as a blood hound. In simpler terms if 
you see a bear, even at a  distance, he probably can see you, but most certainly knows you are in 
the area by smell. Over the last 100 years only five bear attacks have been recorded, and those five 
in the last two years. All five attacks involved two elements, dogs, and cubs. REMEMBER: Bears 
are wild, not pets. They look cuddly, but DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CUDDLE THEM! 
 
Plant Exchange: There were multiple plants brought in and those involved  all walked out with dif-
ferent plants. It was a good plant exchange. 
 
Submitted by: David Humphrey  
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It certainly appeared to arrive, as a boo-

coo of plants, all in the back of Lois’ truck. 

Boo-coo comes from the  French "beaucoup", 

meaning “great quantity”. There were vanilla 

plants, Liatris, Gaillardia, blue curl, swamp milk-

weed, Giant Ironweed, frog fruit, coreopsis, black 

eyed susans, scorpion tails, porterweed, and 

several others that I can’t remember right off.  

 Fortunately we had several volunteers 

show up that made it possible to complete the 

work. There was Madeline Klinko, Jim Slone, 

Greg Hendricks, Armand De Filippo, Lois Har-

ris, and Dave Humphrey. The first couple of 

hours was used to free up space by getting rid of 

many dead or dying plants. We have limited 

space so we need living, healthy plants using 

that space. We are not actually a hospital for sick 

plants.  

 The cleared space was swept  of leaves 

and debris. Lois used the blower to clear out dirt 

and leaves also making the nursery surface 

clean and available. All the while Greg, and Jim 

were hauling debris off the nursery foot print,  

Dave, and Madeline were up-potting plants.  

 After the clean up was completed the up-

potting was kicked into high gear as Armand, 

Lois and Dave were focused on finishing. It was 

a great day! ~ 

Cynthia and Terry Schell bought an elder-

berry bush (Sambucus nigra subsp. Cana-

densis) from a Sea Rocket plant sale three 

years ago and now it is nearly 8 feet tall, pro-

vides good coverage, and, it’ll do a respect-

able job of feeding birds and other wildlife that 

can access the bracts of ripe fruit. The white 

flowers come in large clusters that drive polli-

nators crazy. The fruit is not naturally sweet 

but, with enough sugar, can be made into a 

delightful syrup, jelly, or wine. Mix elderberry 

juice with vinegar and it makes a fade proof 

dye for clothing or yarn. The elderberry bush 

can sprawl and has weak limbs but if trimmed 

regularly, it will bush out. It takes to trimming 

well, in fact it can be trimmed to the ground 

and it will sprout back fuller than before in a 

season. This bush is not salt tolerant, enjoys 

moist soil, and full sun. As noted by Cynthia 

this bush is reasonably fast growing and will 

provide a fruitful privacy barrier quickly.   

Dave ~ 
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Community Corner 
News for and about your Chapter 

Sea Rocket Chapter Members, 
And Interested Parties 

At the recent FNPS Council meeting the issue of Florida designed noxious weeds (FDEP) and Flor-
ida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) designated invasive species are being sold at Home De-
pot, Lowes and / or other nurseries.  Richard Brownscombe discovered that the Mexican Petunia 
(Ruellia brittoniana) and Lantana (Lantana camera) were being sold in spite of their invasive na-
ture.  
 
After some conversations it was learned that there is a method for citizens to ask for the sale of 
these noxious species to be stopped.  At the previous Council meeting it was decided to take this 
up as an issue. The first step is to gather information from around the state where this problem ex-
its. FNPS is requesting Chapters to see if these or any other noxious or invasive species are being 
sold in their area.  FNPS is also requesting some feedback on how they are being marketed, i.e., 
"Florida Friendly”, "Florida Fresh", “Native” etc.  This will give FNPS an idea of how wide spread 
this issue is and an idea of the number of species involved.  
 

To report sales of invasive plants and associated notes, contact Greg Hendricks—Sea Rocket 
Chapter Representative at gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Florida Noxious weed list ~ 

Don’t forget  -  

Bring a plant in to the 

Monthly Meeting and 

exchange it for another 

plant. This is a great 

way to widen the vari-

ety of natives at your 

house.  

The next meeting will 

be on June 22nd with  

Laurilee Thompson 

speaking on “The In-

dian River Legacy”. ~ A very healthy Asclepius 

perrinis (aquatic milkweed 

or white swamp milkweed.) 

Photo credit and a great big 

THANK YOU to: Kathy 

Benson for sharing.~ 

http://dep.state.fl.us/mainpage/default.htm
http://fleppc.org/
mailto:gatorgregh@gmail.com
http://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=12
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Plant Propagation class, and hands on training with Linda Gombert 

of Tulinda Gardens, and Lois Harris, Sea Rocket President. 

Not only was it a beautiful day, I counted 23 people 

had come out to learn about how to propagate 

plants. Linda, having had training in the various 

methods of propagation, did the majority of teaching.  

Propagation by seed A good seed starting mixture 

is peat moss and small grained perlite or vermiculite. 

This mixture uses peat to hold moisture and perlite to 

keep the peat moss from compacting. There is a lot 

of variety 

in the 

size of 

the seed 

being used. There is the coconut, which is a very large 

seed, to orchid seed, which is not much more than powder. 

As a rule of thumb, the larger the seed the deeper down it 

should be planted. 

Again, this is a gen-

eral rule and not the 

final word. Some seeds need dark, some seeds are OK with light, 

and some seeds need to be scarified. Scarification is to abrade 

the hard coating of a seed, such as the Mimosa Strigillosa, to get 

it to germinate.  

Propagation through cuttings. 

Linda uses Root Tone, a hormonal 

powder, to aide in rooting. There are 

other varieties also. Both herbaceous 

and woody stems will (hopefully) respond. 100% success is possible. Even, 

so, prepare several cuttings for best results.  

Separating the roots from a mass planting. For individual plants grown      

en masse, separate the plants carefully to prevent as much damage as pos-

sible. For clumping  plants, like grasses, use a knife, or shovel or machete to 

cut the clump into smaller pieces. There will be some die off, but the clump 

will survive.  

Layering, the last method discussed can be used successfully for creeping plants, like mimosa strigil-

losa or coral honeysuckle. The method here is to 

cover a section of the running stem in soil and let it 

root. Once rooted cut it. This method works with no 

stress on the plant. ~ Dave 

Back at the potting up tent, 

after a successful hunt.  

Lois and crew taking fire bush cuttings. 

Lois introducing Linda Gombert.  

(See Linda’s business card page 7) 

Lois and crew working a coffee plant 

and elderberry for  cuttings 

This Propagation Workshop, was a special 

presentation. It should be noted that      

cuttings, seeds, and plants on any EEL 

property are all protected by law. ~ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarification_(botany)
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green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Hosting the Sea Rocket Newsletter since 2001; 

www.NBBD.com 

North Brevard Business & Community Directory 

www.AboutTitusville.com 

 The Florida Wildflower Foundation is in the proc-
ess of producing a follow-up to the very popular publica-
tion, 10 Easy Wildflowers. The new publication, 10 Easy 
Wildflowers for Butterflies and Bees, will again be an insert 
into the Real Florida Gardeners publication, due out this fall.  
 We are very much in need of photographs of the 10 
species/genera that are being covered in the publication. In 
particular, we need photos of these plants in the landscape.  
 
The species/genera of which we are seeking photos are: 
 Milkweed: Asclepias incarnata (also A. perennis and A. 
tuberosa subs. Rolfsii) 
 Goldenaster: Chrysopsis scabrella (also C. subu-
lata and C. mariana) 
 False rosemary: Conradina canescens (also C. grandi-
flora and C. brevifolia) 
 Twinflower: Dyschoriste oblongifolia (also D. an-
gusta and D. humistrata)  
 Mock vervain: Glandularia maritima and G. tampensis 
 St Johns wort: Hypericum tenuifolium, H. hyperi-
coides and H. tetrapetalum 
 Wild petunia: Ruellia caroliniensis 
 Skullcap: Scutellaria integrifolia 
 Senna/Cassia: Senna ligustrina and S. mexi-
cana var. chapmanii 
 Aster: Symphyotrichum carolinianum and S. elliot-
tii (also S. georgianum and S. dumosum) 
  
Photos must be a minimum of 5" wide and a resolution of 300 
dpi. This is very important for the purposes of printing the pub-
lication. Again, they should include the plant in the landscape. 
Other plants may be included in the photograph.  
 You may also submit close-up photos of the plants, 
particularly if there are bees and/or butterflies in the photo. 
Any photos used in the publication will be credited to the pho-
tographer.  
 If you would like to contribute photos for consideration, 
please send them to me via this email. If they are too large to 
send and you would like access to a Dropbox location in which 
they may be uploaded, please let me know; I am happy to set 
that up.  
Thank you for any assistance you may be able to provide. 
  
Stacey Matrazzo 
Program Manager  
Florida Wildflower Foundation 
225 S. Swoope Ave., Suite 110 
Maitland, FL 32751 
www.flawildflowers.org 
407-622-1606 
smatrazzo@flawildflowers.org 
~ 

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
http://www.flawildflowers.org/
mailto:smatrazzo@flawildflowers.org
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Swatting Mosquitoes is Nearly a     

Year-round Chore in the Southeast,  
For the full story  

Sent in by Ron Chicone  

 

With the advent of summer weather, such pests 

are swarming across the country . And with warn-

ings about West Nile virus and other insect-borne 

diseases out, keeping the pests away has taken 

on new urgency.  

 

A traditional folk remedy, known among people in 

Mississippi’s hill country for at least a century, 

may provide some relief without all the worries of 

DEET and other harsh chemicals. Scientists at 

the United States Department of Agriculture -

Agriculture Research Service, housed at the Na-

tional Center for Natural Products Research at the 

University of Mississippi have isolated com-

pounds in the American beautyberry plant, Calli-

carpa americana, that may keep chomping in-

sects away. 

 

“My grandfather would cut branches with the 

leaves still on them and crush the leaves, then he 

and his brothers would stick the branches be-

tween the harness and the horse to keep deer-

flies, horseflies and mosquitoes away,” said 

Charles T. Bryson, an ARS botanist in Stoneville, 

Miss. “I was a small child, maybe 7 or 8 years old, 

when he told me about the plant the first time. For 

almost 40 years, I’ve grabbed a handful of leaves, 

crushed them and rubbed them on my skin with 

the same results.” 

 

Bryson told his supervisor about the folklore re-

pellent, and in 2004 the USDA-ARS at the UM 

natural products research center began investi-

gating the beautyberry plant as a potential natural 

insect repellent. 

 

Charles Cantrell, an ARS chemist in Oxford, and 

Jerry Klun, an ARS entomologist in Beltsville, 

Md., confirmed that the natural remedy wards 

off biting insects, such as ticks, ants and mos-

quitoes: “I’ve rubbed the leaves on my arms, and 

it works,” Cantrell said. 

 

“Traditional folklore remedies many times are 

found to lead nowhere following scientific re-

search,” he continued. “The beautyberry plant and 

its ability to repel mosquitoes is an exception. We 

actually identified naturally occurring chemicals in 

the plant responsible for this activity." 

 

Three repellent chemicals were extracted during 

the 12-month study: callicarpenal, intermedeol 

and spathulenol. The research concluded that all 

three chemicals repulse mosquitoes known to 

transmit yellow fever and malaria. Mosquitoes 

carrying the West Nile virus were not tested as 

part of the study, but the USDA-ARS has since 

filed a patent application to use callicarpenal as 

an anthropod repellent. 

- (University Of Mississippi) ~ 

 

Beautyberry Bug Repellant 

Reprinted from the April 2015 Edition of the Sea Rocket Newsletter 

 chopped up plant (leaves and stems)  

 boil the leaves and stems in a pot and let it cool. then strain the brown liquid into a blender, about 1 

1/2 cups. 

 In a separate pot I warmed some organic neem oil (1 cup). Neem oil is in itself an insecticide, used in 

the garden against soft bodied bugs.  

 with 1 ounce of melted beeswax  

Then you turn the blender on and pour in the oil mixture very slowly and it becomes a cream.  

I have tested it personally at the Haulover Canal on a hot drippy day. Before I put it on I was buzzed and bit-

ten several times. I slathered it on and Voilà,  no more bug bites. The mosquitoes and no-see-ums were still 

there but none bit me. I was out there on a cleanup day for several hours. - David Humphrey ~ 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/07/060703091932.htm
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  444 Columbia Blvd, 
  Titusville, FL 32780 

There will be no July meeting or program  

 

 www.fnps.org 


