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Space Coast Birding 
and Wildlife Festival

Sams House and St. Luke’s - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
       Another fabulous Pioneer Day festival co-hosted by Sams House and St. Luke’s will be 
held on February 11. Expect to see historical exhibits, demonstrations, presentations, vendors, 
art booths, live music, great food and more.  Last year attendance reached 1,700.   Parking is 
available at both locations with shuttles provided. $1 donation is requested.
        At St. Luke’s learn about when NASA was building the VAB, feast on homemade soups 
and a fish fry, and take historic tour chapel and cemetery tours. 
        At Sams House learn about Florida history, archaeology and anthropology, bats, outdoor 
cooking, spinning wool, Confederate Sons, and Daughters of the American Revolution.  Enjoy 
the crafts fair and farmer’s market items as well as many handmade items. Listen to toe tapping 
music by the Freight Liner Blue Grass Band and The Celery City String Band.
  For more information visit www.mipioneerday.com and www.facebook.com/
pioneerdaymerrittisland

Refreshments -Music - Silent Auction 
Please rsvp by January 2 to Martha.Pessaro@
brevardfl.gov or DHunt125@aol.com

Friday, January 6, 5:30 to 8:00p.m.                      
Sams House

Join us for the fourth annual Pine Island Preservation 
Society’s general membership meeting for friends 
and volunteers of the Pine Island Conservation Area 
(PICA) and Sams House.

General Membership 
and 

Volunteer Recognition Reception

Donations for the silent auction are welcomed. Please drop off items 
to the Sams House on January 2, 3, 4, or 5.

 The 20th annual Space Coast Birding and 
Wildlife Festival will be held January 25 to 29, 2017.  
This event is the largest birding and wildlife festival 
in the United States and will highlight one of the most 
diverse estuaries in North America - the Indian River 
Lagoon.  Field trips are planned to include diverse 
habitats, wildlife and natural history. Classroom 
presentations and short field trips are geared to first 
time and young birders, while workshops and full-day 
marathon trips are geared for more experienced birders. 
 The EEL Sanctuaries throughout Brevard will  
participate including the Central Region Sanctuaries 
of which the Pine Island Conservation Area and Sams 
House are a part.
lEvening Owl Prowl, Sams House, Sat., Jan. 28, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
lEagle Families, Sams House, Sat.,Jan 28, 10:30 a.m.-noon
lFlorida Scrub Jay Hike, Cruickshank Sanctuary, Thurs., 
Jan. 26, 8:30 -10:30 a.m. and Sun., Jan. 29, 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
lPioneer Hike to Pine Island Conservation Area, Sun.,Jan 29 
10:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
 Registration for these and a multitude 
of other events is available on the Space Coast 
Birding and Wildlife Festival website: http://www.
spacecoastbirdingandwildlifefestival.org/ 

Pioneer Day - February 11

Vintage children’s items were displayed 
in the Main House parlor last year. 
This year will feature dining and food 
preparation by pioneer families.
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Hurricane Matthew, Cooler Weather, and PICA Trails
       October brought Hurricane Matthew.  Though we were spared the worst of the storm, plenty of debris covered 
and blocked roads, waterways, and most all of the EEL Program trails.  Thankfully the weather is cooling and 
the trails are cleared.  All of the lands entrusted to us are now ready for the hikers, bikers, birders, and horseback 
riders to return.  We have published a new trails map.  Visitors can pick one up at the kiosk just inside the Pine 
Island gate (2100 Pine Island Road) or at the Sams House at 6195 North Tropical Trail from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.  Do plan to visit the nine miles of trails at Pine Island Conservation area, or stop 
by the oldest building in Brevard County, the Sams House Cabin.       
              David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Photos above show: (left) The trail loop at the Sams House after Hurricane Matthew passed (right) The trail loop after it 
was cleared. It took several weeks to clear all of the paths and trails within the Pine Island Conservation Area..

  The 2016 Bioblitz of the Brevard Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program was hosted at the Pine Island 
Conservation (PICA) and Sams House in October.  Bioblitz 
is a 24-hour survey of biological diversity in a specific 
area. This Bioblitz was conducted with a combined team 
of 30 scientists, volunteers, students, and staff.
   Participants included a team from the University 
of Central Florida (UCF), who were Aquatic Lab grad 
students under the guidance of Dr. John Fauth and led by 
Ian Biazzo.
     The following teams worked hard to ensure species 
and data were collected around the clock.  Reptiles: Frank 
Robb and Gator Bill Robb and team; Plants: Dr. Jay 
Barnhart, Jim Stahl and Megan Wilkinson; Butterflies/
moths: Jim Escoffier, Betty Salter, Amber Bass, and 

Madison Guintoli; Mammals: Mike Knight, Joanie Faulls and Madison Guintoli; Microbes: Dr. Teresa Cooper; Indian 
River Lagoon Shoreline: Kaitlin Hurley, Sarah Kraum, and 
Megan Wilkinson; Birds: Lora Losi, Matt Heyden and Madison 
Guintoli. 
     Members of the Pine Island Preservation Society prepared and 
served supper, breakfast and lunch for the Bioblitz participants 
many of whom stayed the night in the Sams House during the 
survey which took place from 1:00 p.m. Sat. to 1:00 p.m. Sun.
     Survey sheets are still being finalized with data collected 
from over a hundred species of plants and animals.

Bioblitz Held at Sams House and PICA in October

UCF Aquatic Lab grad student handles a red rat snake 
from a survey trap before releasing back into the wild.

A limited number of T-shirts with this attractive 
logo are available for a special discounted price 
at the gift wall in the Sams Cabin.
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   Third Annual “Archaeologists for Autism” Held at Sams 
         The Third annual Archaeologists for Autism event, held at the Sams House in Merritt Island,  had over 
one hundred families participating.  Children from the surrounding area and beyond gathered for the day and 
enjoyed learning, games, and activities related to our historic past.
        Mission Statement: “The Archaeologists for Autism’s mission is to unlock the potential of children with 
developmental disabilities. We aim to provide children with autism spectrum disorders and their families a 
chance to experience archaeology in a fun, low stress environment. At our Archeologists for Autism event, 
children on the autism spectrum and their families will be walking the grounds of an actual archaeological 
site and be able to enjoy a wide range of activities related to archaeology and paleontology, live music, face-
painting, and much more. Participants will be able to use social skills, and use various functional skills, all while 
having fun!” 

Photos taken during Archaeologists for Autism event above show: (left) fossil display inside pavilion at Sams House (right) 
young lad experiencing an archaeological dig using a grid.

 November 22 was the first cool day in months...a perfect 
day for outdoor activities like the North Merritt Island 
Homeowners Association 30th Anniversary celebration 
picnic.  About 250 attended the annual NMIHOA picnic, held 
at Sams House.  

            Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward, Sams House

   NMIHOA 30th Anniversary Picnic Held at Sams House

Hay rides were enjoyed by young and old.

Music was provided by the Celery City Band 
from Sanford, FL.

Crowds 
listened to 
music and 
strolled 
around 
the paved 
loop where 
exhibitors 
were set up.

“Florida 
Cracker 
Sheep” 
display 
was 
located in 
pavilion.



Pine Island Preservation Society 

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;  

John Schantzen, vice president; 
Elaine Leclerc, secretary; 

Patty Meyers and Darleen Hunt, co-treasurers; 
Darleen Hunt, newsletter editor;  

Diane Stees; Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs; Celia Williams; 
Noreen Watza; and Kevin Gidusko;
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President’s thoughts...

membership application
Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist 
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of 
Brevard County, Florida.
Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________

Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:        oNew            oRenewal

o Senior (55+)  $10
o Senior Couple (55+) $15
o Individual   $15
o Supporting   $50
o Senior Couple Supporting $75

o Student   $10
o Family   $20
o Sams Descendants $10
o Patron           $1000
o Life              $250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl $500
o Eagle             $1000
o Mastodon              $5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region; 
Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward; and Kaitlin Hurley, EEL 
Naturalists at Sams House can be reached at 321 449-4720. 
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
(this website is where the Volgistics program, which allows 
volunteers to sign up for shifts or projects online, as well as record 
volunteer hours, is located...click on the Y)

Website: currently unavailable
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433, 
dhunt125@aol.com

Contact Information

Rick English
President
Pine Island Preservation Society

        Another successful year for PIPS is 
drawing to a close.  The programs and 
visitation at the Sams House continue 
to grow, entertain and educate the 
public.   
      The weather has cooled and become quite suitable 
for long walks to enjoy the wild beauty of the Pine Island 
Conservation Area and to take in the sights in and around 
the Sams House.
    The PIPS general meeting, volunteer appreciation and 
election is coming up on Friday, January 6th.  This event 
also includes a silent auction.  As mentioned above, if you 
have a craft or other suitable item for the auction, please 
bring the item to the Sams House at least a day before the 
reception.
     February 11th brings Pioneer Day, the biggest event of 
our year.  Please encourage everyone you know to attend, 
and volunteers are always needed and appreciated.
    Our purpose is to preserve and enhance this treasure 
of history and nature on Merritt Island.   Without you, our 
members and volunteers, the task would be impossible.  
Thank you for all you do to contribute to our success.”


