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GARDENING EVENTS
My Brevard Yard — If you are having
any issues in your yard, schedule a site
visit and let us help you with all your
gardening questions and any problem
areas. Included in the site visit is a soil
test, irrigation water testing and the
calibration of an irrigation zone to
determine if it is set correctly. We test
well water for salinity and let you
know if it is recommended to use in
your landscape. After we receive your
soil test results, we provide you with a
customized fertilizer recommendation.
The cost of the site visit is $50. For
more information, call 321-633-1702
ext. 0.
Brevard County Farmers Market —
Every Thursday from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
at the Wickham Park Equestrian
Center in Melbourne. 

Though we have already been
warming up, this month is still ideal for
gardening. After all, when the weather
is nice, who wants to stay inside! 

Here are some ideas of things to do
in the yard this month:

» Pamper your lawn by spraying it
with liquid seaweed to supply trace
elements and growth hormones. The
easiest way to spray the lawn is with a
hose-end sprayer. For any overachiev-
ers, feel free to apply it weekly. This is
an easy way to head off any potential
outbreaks of chinch bugs and diseases.

» Mow the lawn weekly so that only
one-third of the leaf blade is removed
at each mowing and the weeds are cut
before they can produce any seeds. For
St. Augustinegrass and Bahiagrass,
mow the grass so that it is 3 to 4 inches
tall after it has been mowed.

» Re-seed established Bahia lawns
with 3 to 5 pounds of Argentine Bahia
seed per 1,000 square feet to create a
thicker lawn. Be sure to buy scarified
seed for better germination.

» Don’t prune your palms and trees
this month, as wildlife is raising their
young now. If you must prune, be sure
to check for baby wildlife first and
only prune if none is present. Proper
pruning for palms is just the removal
of brown fronds because green fronds
are the location of photosynthesis.
Fronds that have both yellow and green
sections are supplying nutrients to the
new growth. If those fronds are pruned
off, the nutritional deficiency is moved
up into the canopy. If the nutritional
deficiency is not corrected, the palm
will be more susceptible to diseases,
insects and possibly cold temperatures.

» Complete the pruning of azaleas,
gardenias and camellias this month.
Pruning later in the year could remove
next years flowers.

» Don’t forget to give citrus trees 1
inch of water every seven to 10 days if
your yard doesn’t receive at least a 1
inch of rain. Hopefully you have a rain
gauge in your yard, but if not, put that
are your shopping list.

» Add an new inch of compost or
composted manure to the garden and
plant beds.

» Harvest maturing vegetables to
keep the plants producing.

Try planting...
» Replace fading winter flowers

with heat-loving ones. For locations

that receive full sun, which is a mini-
mum of six hours of direct sunlight a
day, try celosia, coleus, gaillardia, li-
sianthus, marigolds, gomphrena, vinca,
portulaca, purslane, salvia, sunflowers,
gazania, melampodium, zinnias and
dusty miller. In shady areas, you can
plant coleus, impatiens, wax begonias,
anglewing begonias, dusty miller or
crossandra.

» Bulbs that you can add to your
garden this month include Amazon lily
(Eucharis spp.), agapanthus, Aztec lily
(Sprekelia formosissima), blood lily
(Haemanthus multiflorus), caladium,
crinum, shell lily (Alpinia zerumbet),
gladiolus, gloriosa lily, rain lilies, soci-
ety garlic (Tulbaghia violacea) and
spider lily (Hymenocallis spp.).

» Some herbs that can be planted
this month include basil, chives, dill,
sage, rosemary, mint, sweet marjoram
and thyme.

» Replant spent vegetables with
summer crops such as calabaza,
chayote, jicama, malabar spinach, New
Zealand spinach, okra, Seminole pump-
kin, Southern peas, sweet potatoes,
purple hyacinth bean and winged
beans.

» Try trellis-climbing crops such as
chayote, malabar spinach, purple hya-
cinth bean and winged beans to keep
the fruit off the ground.

» Produce that might be available
this month includes blackberries, blue-
berries, broccoli, cabbage, cantaloupe,
carrots, cauliflower, celery, Chinese
cabbage, cucumbers, eggplant, endive/
escarole, grapefruit, guava, honeydew,
kumquat, oranges, peppers, potatoes,
radishes, squash, strawberries, sweet
corn, tomatoes and watermelon.

Be careful pruning this month
Sally
Scalera
GARDENING
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Complete the pruning of azaleas, gardenias
and camellias this month. Pruning later in
the year could remove next years flowers.

You only get one chance to make a
good first impression, and the
same goes for your house. Add-
ing a few of these fanciful items

can help make your entry more pleas-
ing for guests — and yourself.

STUFF WE LOVE

It’s all in the details
USA TODAY NETWORK

This woodpecker door
knocker makes visiting a
little more fun. $40 at
anthropologie.com.

This envelope wall-mounted mailbox
allows your posts to arrive in style.
$51.99 at jossandmain.com.

Brighten up your door with this
faux bougainvillea wreath. $129
at Pottery Barn.

Room Essential’s Blue Hello
welcome mat adds color to
your porch. $12.99 at Target.

Old Century Forge’s legacy
two-line wall address plaque
comes in a variety of different
hues to accent your home.
$49.99 at wayfair.com.

This live Hydrangea wreath is
made to order. $59.99 online
only at worldmarket.com.

Campania International’s
small flower stepping stones
can lead guests to the front
door with cheer. $64.99 at
hayneedle.com.

FRONT DOOR DECOR
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