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The Ford Tri-Motor is here 
Captain Dave turning base to final for runway 09 at 
TIX in the Ford AT5 Tri-motor in March 2018 

As you should already know, the Smilin' 
Jack chapter is again joining forces with 
the Valiant Air Command museum to host 
a Ford Tri-Motor tour stop in early 
January. We hosted the 5AT Tri-Motor 
back in March of 2018, and had a 
wonderful series of 4 days of flying and 
sharing that wonderful airplane with our 
local community. The staff at EAA 
Headquarters and the pilots and support 
folks that run the Tri-Motor tour operation 

had such a positive experience when they 
were here last time, they asked to return. In fact, they requested the VAC museum to let 
them bring EAA's 4AT Tri-Motor down early so it could stay over in December for the 
airplane's Winter maintenance activity. I just confirmed that the 4AT Tri-Motor arrived at 
the museum as scheduled on the Monday prior to Thanksgiving and will be here thru Jan. 
12th.

The Joys & Wonders of Flight are Timeless, 
especially thru the windows of a 90 yr-old airplane!

It's our job as a chapter to support the Tri-
Motor tour stop by promoting it with our 
social contacts, and then volunteering to 
help during the event as we can. I should 
have posters, cards, and other printed 
promotional materials to hand out at our 
next chapter meeting. Please share this 
information with any other clubs or groups 
you may be a member of. We've already 

passed around a volunteer sign-up sheet 
and there's been a wonderful response. We 
could still use a few volunteers for the time 
slots on Sunday Jan. 12th, and I'll have the 
volunteer sign-up roster available again at 
our next meeting. This event is a lot of fun! 
We get to share our love of aviation with 
others, and the Tri-Motor tour guests get to 
experience an extremely rare and unique 
opportunity to actually ride on a historic 90 
year old airplane! 

https://nbbd.com/npr/smilinjack/


