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Summer Refuge Update

With the summer heat comes a lull in visitation, but the refuge staff remained
busy mowing and repairing roads and dikes, conducting habitat improvement
projects, controlling exotic/invasive plants and writing or administering
contracts. Perhaps the biggest event over the summer was President Obama’s
“Stimulus Package”. The refuge submitted a list of projects with the hope that
one would be funded. As it turned out several projects were selected and funded.
Six wetland sites were restored with Stimulus funding where refuge staff
removed dikes and reconnected impoundments to the lagoon. The reconnection
will help restore the natural salt marsh and allow marine organisms to once again
utilize the wetlands. Ultimately these restoration projects will improve water
quality and the productivity of the lagoon. The National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is also interested in marsh restoration and
they received $2.7 million in Stimulus Funding for additional restoration work in
and around the refuge. The NOAA funding will restore 7 additional

Great Blue Heron gets lunch. impoundments on the refuge and Congresswoman Suzanne Kosmas visited the
Photo by Joel Reynolds refuge for a briefing on the projects.

The refuge received Stimulus funding for another project to restore the wetland swales in scrub habitat. As MIWA
members may recall, one of the highest refuge priorities is to restore scrub jay habitat and over the years, many of the
grassy swales embedded in the scrub have become overgrown with trees. The tree fragment degrades the quality of the
site for scrub-jays and this conversion will better enable jays to move between two territories. This habitat restoration
project will begin in 2010. Finally, another $700,000 of Stimulus Funding was earmarked to replace the triple wide
trailers where the Biological and Law Enforcement staff is housed. The new building will be located near the
Administrative Building and construction is scheduled to begin in early 2010.

The refuge also received (non-Stimulus) funding to pave the Manatee Observation Deck Road, construct a larger
parking lot, and replace the wooden manatee observation deck with an elevated concrete deck. The project will likely
begin in 2010 after the engineering work is complete and a contractor has been selected.

The refuge administered 5 exotic plant eradication projects over the summer. The contracts targeted melaluka,
Brazilian pepper, air potatoes, rosary pea, and old world climbing fern and has helped to reclaim several hundred acres of
refuge land. Most of the $200,000 in funding came from Florida Department of Environmental Protection with a smaller
match from the refuge. The refuge is also administering a contract to thin pines trees in scrub sites. Recent prescribed
fires have resulted in the regeneration of very dense stands of pines. In some
locations, there are as many as 500 pines per acre and the project is to
thin the trees to a more natural 6-8 trees per acre. The overcrowded
conditions will result in stunted pine growth, extreme fire behavior during
prescribed or wildfires, and degraded habitat for scrub jays and other
species.

Several other construction projects wrapped up over the summer. The
contract to pave SR 406, Bairs Cove Road and install a deceleration lane
at the east entrance was completed. A separate contract was completed to
install a paved turnaround at the Visitor Center gate. Visitors stop at this
location after hours to pick up leaflets. As part of this same project the
contractor striped the parking lot at the east kiosk

The comp_letion_ of these projects WiII_ better prepare the r_efuge for the Congresswoman Kosmas (center) with MINWR,
busy upcoming winter season and help improve refuge habitats for our CNS & St. Johns Water Management Staff
primary mission — the wildlife that calls Merritt Island home.

Dorn Whitmore, Supervisory Ranger
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow MIWA Members, following are update items for your information:

The MIWA board met at the Dixie Crossroads Restaurant on August 12th for our annual Blue Sky meeting. Board
member, Laurilee Thompson, owner of the establishment, sponsored the luncheon and facility for our meeting. | would
like to personally thank her for all she has done for MIWA and all its members over the years. When you see her at our
annual meeting in October, please do the same.

It is at this meeting that the MIWR staff provides us with a list of proposed refuge projects for the following fiscal
year. Dorn Whitmore - MINWR liaison to MIWA, gave a prioritized list to us. After some discussion, the board divided
the list into three basic categories listed below for a total commitment of $89,980.

o Tier 1 projects, which focused on environmental education,
transportation and bookstore security at a cost of $69,300.

¢ Reoccurring expenses at a cost of $20,680.

e Tier 2 projects at a cost of $26,000, were tabled pending further review

Be sure to watch for your invitation in the mail for our annual meeting to be held October
14™ at the Debus Center at the KSC Visitors Complex. We have an exciting agenda
that will include MIWA board member nominations, dinner, cash bar, silent auction a refuge
update from Dorn, a first-time NASA update from Mario Busacca (NASA liaison) and our Jim Pedersen, MIWA President
guest speaker, Blair Witherington. Please come by for some fun and important update Photo by Carol Pedersen
information. Hope to see you there. | want to thank you for all you do to make our friends
group one of the largest and best friends group in the nation. Jim Pedersen, MIWA President

The purpose of the Merritt Island Wildlife Thank YOM to Our
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Upcoming Refuge Events

o0 International Beach Clean-up: Join your fellow Brevard County
residents at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge for International
Beach Clean-up Day at Haul Over Canal on Saturday, September 19
from 8 AM to 12 PM, sponsored by Keep Brevard Beautiful.

Volunteers will clean up, as well as, conduct an important survey on
the type and amount of litter found. Directly after, volunteers are
invited to enjoy a free hot dog and refreshments sponsored by M.I.W.A

o Waterfowl Hunt Expo and Workshop: Merritt Island National
Wildlife Refuge is hosting a Waterfowl Workshop and Expo on Saturday, September 12 partnering with United
Waterfowlers of Florida. The event is scheduled for Saturday, September 12 from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Refuge's
Sendler Education Pavilion. Keynote speakers from the Refuge staff will discuss the history of duck hunting on
the Refuge as well as the present and future of the waterfowl management program. Presentations on hunter
safety and hunting regulations are scheduled prior to breaking for lunch at 12 PM. A free lunch will be provided
by United Waterfowlers of Florida. During lunch several hunting organizations, Delta Waterfowl, Ducks
Unlimited, United Waterfowlers of Florida will be available to answer questions and participants can view duck
boats, duck call and decoy collections.

o National Public Lands Day: Celebrate Your National Public Lands at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge.
Volunteers will trim, mulch, and pick up litter in public use areas on Saturday, September 26 from 8 to 11 AM.

o National Wildlife Refuge Week at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge: Celebrate National Wildlife
Refuge Week, October 12 to October 18, at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. This annual event celebrates
the National Wildlife Refuge System's pivotal role in offering visitors outdoor recreational opportunities as well
as showecasing the conservation and recovery of wildlife species on Refuges across the country. The main event is
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 17. Please call for schedule of events that include:

Brevard Zoo live animal exhibit, Live Hawk, Owl and Eagle Exhibit by Avian Reconditioning Center, Sea Rocket
Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society plant sale, Snakes Alive Exhibit, children’s nature crafts, face painting,
guided nature tours, and free giveaways.

o Titusville Art league Open Studio Exhibition: This multi media exhibition features local artist’s work with a
refuge or nature theme. Artwork is available for purchase (individually priced) and will be displayed in the VIC
auditorium September 12th thru October 31%, 2009. Please note: the exhibition is closed during refuge video
programs and reopens immediately afterwards.

Please check the Refuge Website Calendar of events for the fall program schedule at:

www.fws.gov/merrittisland. Please call 321-861-5601 for reservations and information for all events.
Nancy Corona, Public Use Ranger

Fly Fishing Seminar
The Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge and the Merritt Island
Wildlife Association are planning a Fly Fishing Seminar at the Sendler
Education Outpost on November 28, 2009.The Seminar will offer the
following activities: fly tying demonstrations, bank fly casting
demonstrations (participants will be given the opportunity to try their
skills at casting!), boat casting demos, and local area professional fishing
guides will share local fishing techniques and tips for successful fishing.
The Seminar will be from 9:00 AM till about 2:00 PM. A modest fee of
$20 per adult (MIWA members $15 each) will be collected at the
seminar. Children12 years old and younger will be admitted free.
RSVP by calling 861-2377 for reservations prior to November 14,
2009. Food will be available at the site: hot dogs $2.00, drinks $1.00, chips and snacks $.50 to $1.00. Space is limited —
CALL TODAY.


http://www.fws.gov/merrittisland
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Loss of a Friend

One of the Refuge's long-term volunteers, Wayne Preston, passed away in
July, 2009. Wayne dedicated over 1000 hours of service to the Refuge. You can
observe Wayne's fine handiwork all around the Refuge. He volunteered several
times a week and particularly loved working outside fixing, maintaining and building
visitor facilities. One of his favorite areas to work was Oak and Palm Hammaock Trails.
MIWA is placing a memorial bench dedicated to Wayne on a platform he built along
Palm Hammock Trail. If you are interested in making a donation towards the bench,
please contact the MIWA office at 321-861-2377. The Refuge isn't the same without

Wayne and we miss him.
Nancy Corona, Refuge Ranger
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Wayne Preston

Captain Tarr’s Fish Tale Photo by Nancy Corona

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge is a world renowned birder’s paradise. Tourists flock to the area to see the
more than 300 different species of birds that utilize the refuge lands. Equipped with cameras, video equipment,
binoculars, and a variety of other tools, the birders are easily spotted along the various roads and trails; each one eager to
spot the one species that they have never seen. A lot of attention is focused on this activity, and deservedly so; it brings in
millions of dollars to our local economy. | have been asked to bring a little attention to another part of the refuge: the
waters that encompass a vast portion of the refuge. These waterways include Mosquito Lagoon, the Indian River and the
Banana River.

When | was asked to start writing this article, 1 was both excited and a little apprehensive. | was perplexed at what
type of article people would be interested in. | wanted to bring forth the love that I have for fishing, wildlife and the
waters. | wasn’t sure how to express everything | wanted: types of fish available, basic biology of each species, feeding
patterns, fishing tips, proper handling techniques and last, but definitely not least, conservation. | was afraid that trying to
put all of this information into an article would turn some readers off.

It wasn’t until I could sit down with my son and a young fly fishing enthusiast at my shop and listen to them talking
about fishing, that | decided | have to try and encompass everything. Seeing how excited they became about fishing and
listening to the passion in each boy’s voice, as they described their fishing excursions, reminded me of how I thirsted for
all of the knowledge I could get when I started fishing. Those two boys listened to every word that | spoke, especially the
ones about proper care and conservation. That conversation also reminded me that it is my duty to pass along all the
knowledge that | have. So, | decided that | would use this opportunity to further spread the knowledge that | have learned
from others (many much wiser than I) and have experienced first hand.

In the future, each article will focus on a specific species of fish that is available within these waters. | will try my best
to include all pertinent information to help make your fishing trips more successful. | will also include information on any
conservation problems with any given species. This will include first hand observations made by several professional
guides and myself. The articles will also describe what you can do to help. | hope you enjoy these articles and find them
informative and helpful. My goal is to make your fishing trips more successful and at the same time, help preserve our
fishery so I can continue to see kid’s eyes light up when they describe their own fishing trips.

Tight lines and screaming drags!
Captain John Tarr, MIWA Board Member

#Blla ta 99990999
‘r\GVe )r > 7SI IR Candice Stevenson reported in June as the new Refuge Operation Specialist.
OU 7 The former Student Conservation Education Program (SCEP) employee from Wheeler
eard ® NWR in Alabama is married, has a daughter and is expecting her second child in

August. Welcome, Candice!

Goodpye to .........

........... Jeff Schardt, Wildfire Suppression Specialist, has accepted a job as the Fire Management Officer at
Chattahoochee National Forest in northern Georgia. Good luck, Jeff!
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Take a Costa Rican Trip & Support MIWA

Join MIWA on a Costa Rica expedition April 9-18, 2010. Departing from Orlando, the group
will experience the tremendous biodiversity this small country has to offer. You can expect to
see a wide variety of tropical wildlife and the birds are spectacular. This West Virginia-sized
country hosts over 875 bird species! We will focus on conservation, a topic that should appeal to
MIWA Members, as over a quarter of their country has been preserved in national parks and
preserves. The trip cost is $2,339 per person from Orlando with a portion of the proceeds going to
MIWA. Register early as the trip is limited to 15 participants! For more information contact the
MIWA office at 321-861-2377, Debbie Sturdivant at 866-748-6146 or debbie@holbrooktravel.com,
or visit the trip webpage: www.holbrooktravel.com/MIWACostaRica2010 .

Ariel Volcano

Y R N N S W D A e e N P s Il S s Photo by Carol Pedersen
The Ups and Downs of Sea Turtle Walks

Turtle walks are always popular and MIWA hosted two “Member’s Only” programs this
summer. On June 26", twenty nine MIWA members attended a walk lead by Ranger, Nancy
Corona. Members enjoyed an educational power point, and afterwards assisted by volunteers,
Bill Nunn & Jo Ann Heenan, headed off to the seashore. CNS Park Guide, Beverly Osborne,
acting turtle rover for the evening, spotted a nesting turtle for the group. All enjoyed watching
the turtle lay her eggs, cover the nest, and slowly drag herself back to the ocean. After
covering the nest with a protective screen and tagging it with a wooded stake, the turtle was named Flippy by the group.
Good work members!

The next walk wasn’t as lucky. On July 24™, twenty eight members attended a program also hosted by Nancy.
Unfortunately, severe weather halted any attempt of visiting the seashore, and the program was cancelled. Be aware that
programs may be cancelled due to lightening or NASA security closures and can not be rescheduled. Any member that

attended the cancelled program can sign up for the 2010 sea turtle walks and give it another try!
Sandee Larsen, Bookery Mgr.

Biologist Note: for 2009, 848 loggerhead, 62 green and 4 leatherbacks nests have been documented.

Loggerhead numbers are below last years 1106, but this still represents the 2nd highest total in the past six years.
However, the long term trend in loggerhead nesting numbers is still one of decline.

Green nesting numbers are lower than last year (118), but as you are aware, green nesting numbers are highly variable
year to year. Overall, green nesting numbers have been increasing over the past 20 years.

Leatherback nesting this year is probably slightly higher than average, but you really can't consider four nests as

anything but typical for our stretch of beach.
James Lyon, Biological Science Tech., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

7" Annual Brevard Watercolor Somety
Exhibition

MIWA is hosting the seventh Annual Wildlife Watercolor Exhibit by
members of the Brevard Watercolor Society at the Refuge's Visitor Center
from November through January. About 40 watercolor paintings depicting
Brevard fauna and flora will be displayed in the Visitor Center's auditorium.
This is a juried show of original paintings that will be offered for sale with a
portion of the proceeds donated to MIWA. Prints of some of the paintings will
also be available for purchase in the Bookery.
An opening reception for the artists will be held on Sunday, November 8
from 2 to 4. MIWA members are cordially invited to attend. In order to plan for
refreshments we ask that you please RSVP to 321 861-2377 no later than Roseate Spoonbill painting by Therese Ferguson

November 3rd. was chosen as Best of Show in the 2008
Darleen Hunt, MIWA Board Member exhibition.


mailto:debbie@holbrooktravel.com
http://www.holbrooktravel.com/MIWACostaRica2010
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MIWA Minute

The summer months are ending and students are heading back to school. Visitation stayed steady,
with plenty of families on summer stay-cations stopping at the Visitor’s Center to get info and browse
the Bookery. Thank you to all who purchased items and filled our birdhouse donation box. All proceeds
will go directly into Refuge projects.

MIWA is happy to announce our newest Life Member, Frances Louwerse of Cocoa. Fran is a local nature lover that
joined MIWA in 2007. Thank you, Fran, for becoming a Life Member, we will do our best to keep you up to date with all
MIWA happenings. We would like to thank all our Life Members for their support:

Arlova Allen Karl & Betty Eichhorn Richard & Carol Loehr Sid & Carol Smith
Halifax River Audubon Society Lori & Steve Emly Fran Louwerse Lee & Shirley Solid
Space Coast Audubon Society George English Marian Lunsford Tiffany Stamas

David Bame Richard English Barry Maness Ned Steel

Tommie Barron Jim Escoffier Phyllis & Howard Mansfield Frank & Liz Steele

Sam Beddingfield Valerie Fadok Captain Fredrick.Mastin Rick & Diane Stees
Mary Beyrer Dennis & Kathleen Gasick Forrest & Ruth McCartney Joyce and Bill Stefancic
Homer & Pat Bodiford Kathy Gay Marian Meguiar John Tribe

John & Linda Boucher Andrew & Rosemary Georganna  BOb Merrilees Bill & Natalie Walls
Kathryn Brown Robert Green John Milani Malcom & Amy Whitelaw
H.P. Bruckner Carolyn Haas Tom & Virginia Mills Nan Wilson

Robby & Sue Buckalew Barbara Hoelscher Jo Lynn Nelson Maureen & Wayne Wright
James L.Butts Carl & Nancy Holtman Hugh & Mary Nicolay Jarrett Wyant

Warren & Betty Camp Jay Honeycutt Lewis Oliver Thomas Wyrobek

Paul & Leah Casper Darleen & Jerry Hunt Gerry & Arline Oppliger Bill & Ann Kellermeyer
Dan Click Barbara Hutchinson Kerry Palermo Jean & Ron Weed

B.E. Cushing Thomas Ingersoll Charles Placeatt 3rd Joseph Sanders

Howard and Kiki Davidow Carl Jones 11 Dr.Bill Rylander Jim & Helen Thomas
Neil Doby Kam & Judy Kersey Cary & Betty Salter Gerald & Vatsna Wallace
Margaret Dolan Charles Keyes Charles Schneider Dale & Maggie Nichols
Dr.’s D. & P Buitendorp Drew Darlene Koenig Cynthia Schneider Laurilee Thompson

Judy & Jim Dryja Daniel LeBlanc Judge & Mrs.Joseph Schneider

Cheri Ehrhardt-Topper Judith Lindquist Robert Sieck

I would also like to thank Members, Eric Gardez and Jarrett Wayant for supporting MIWA via their employee
“Matching Gifts Programs”. Eric’s matching gift ($120) came form United Technologies (UT). UT contributes to
worthwhile organizations recommended by their employees. Jarrett became a Life Member last winter and generously
recommended our organization for his company’s (Duke Energy) matching gift program, resulting in a donation of $125.
Thanks so much, guys! And a big “THANK YOU” to United Technologies and Duke Energy for supporting local
community organizations. If your company has a matching gift program, please recommend they include MIWA as a
recipient. All proceeds will be used for Refuge funding.

And last, but certainly not least, | am thrilled to announce a donation of $1,000 from
United Space Alliance (USA). USA is a huge supporter of environmental education
programs at the Refuge and has been donating monies ear marked for these programs
for years. Without their support, MIWA would not be able to fund an Environmental
Educator or the numerous Refuge EE programs attended by local students. Thank you
USA! You are A OK!
For information on volunteering at the Refuge, contact Nancy Corona at 321-
861-0668. Feel free to call MIWA’s direct line, 321-861-2377 if you need
membership, retail information, or would like to make a donation.

I’ll see you at the Refuge!
Sandee Larsen, Bookery Manager



New Jtems in

Florida’s Coastal Treasures:
Merritt Island Wildlife Refuge &
Canaveral National Seashore by
Wildlife Matters...... $19.99
Experience the beauty & serenity
of the MINWR & CNS with this
DVD featuring our own Dorn
Whitmore & Laurilee Thompson.
A must have for all Brevard
residents.

The Art of Bird Photography by
Arthur Morris......... $40.00

The ultimate guide to
photographing birds by acclaimed
free-lance nature photographer,
Arthur Morris. Include guidelines
for proper conduct in the field,
making correct exposures,
instruction on approaching wild
birds, etc.

JFor retadil information, call the
MIWs4 OFFice at 321-861-2377

A Gift in remembrance was donated by...
Warren Camp in memory of
Bud Ferguson, M.D.

Donations in remembrance of loved
ones and friends can be sent to:

Visitor Information Center Hours
Monday through Friday
8:00 am — 4:30 pm
Saturday and Sunday*
9:00 am — 5:00 pm
*VIC is closed Sundays from April — October

The Refuge is open daily from sunrise — sunset,
except during Shuttle Launch/Landing operations.
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#abi-Chat has email! If you would like to be on our

mailing list to receive MIWA announcements, please

add us to your safe senders list and send a request to
HabiChat@MerrittlslandWildlifeAssociation.org

Public Comments Welcomed

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge is soliciting public
comments regarding the proposal of constructing an addition to
the administration building located on SR 402 Titusville, FL.
This new building will be connected to the existing
headquarters facility to provide office space for employees that
are currently using a temporary building. Refuge staff is in the
process of developing an Environmental Assessment to assess
any impacts of this addition on the environment.

We invite the public to submit all comments by October 12,
2009. Please send written comments or questions to Merritt
Island National Wildlife Refuge, Attention: Harold Morrow,
P.O. Box 2683 Titusville, FL 32781 or send e-mail to

Harold Morrow@fws.gov.
Candice Stevenson, Refuge Operations Specialist

Merritt Island Wildlife Association
Supporting the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge
Joining is simple. Just fill out this form and mail
it to the Merritt Island Wildlife Association at
P.O. Box 2683, Titusville, FL 32781
or join online at
www.MerrittIslandWildlifeAssociation.org

Name

Address
City State  Zip

Phone Number

Email

Type of Membership:
1 Seniors and Students — $10

] Individual — $15

1 Senior Couples — $15

1 Family Membership — $20

'] Supporting Membership — $50
1 Senior Couple Supporting — $75
1 Life Membership — $250

1 Patron — $1000

1 Optional — Donation $

Total Enclosed

Make checks payable to MIWA. For credit card
payments please call the MIWA office at:
321-861-2377.




You're Invited to the
Merritt Island Wildlife Association
Annual Meeting

S

0

Join us for an evening of fun & support the Refuge!

Guest Speaker: FWC Fish & Wildlife Research Institute Scientist. Blair Witherington, will provide an
informational program: Florida’s Living Beaches

When: Wednesday, October 14, 2009
\/, Where: The Debus Center at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex

Time: 6:00 PM
Call for Silent Auction Donations-
MIWA is requesting donation items for
our upcoming annual meeting fundraiser.
Gift certificates, artwork, handmade items,
and anything with a nature theme are
needed. All donations are tax deductible
and will be displayed with your name or
company name. Contact Sandee Larsen at
321-861-2377 for additional info.

Cash Bar & Silent Auction
Fundraiser Dinner (§25)
Corporate Tables available

Watch your mailbox for your invitation & RSVP vig
response card or phone at 321-861-2377 by
October 5th, 2009

Merritt Island Wildlife Association — NONPROFIT ORG
P.O. Box 2683 ] USPoSIACE
Titusville, _FL 32781 o o T fousvilE FL
www.MerrittlslandWildlifeAssociation.org
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