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A U G U S T       2 0 2 1 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

 

Greetings, I am Jill Whitson and have been the 
newsletter editor for the past few years.  I moved 
here from California in 1997 to work on the Delta 
program at Cape Canaveral, and later transferred 
over to the Atlas program.  I married Jeffrey in 1998 
and he introduced me to the Enchanted Forest.  He 
was part of the Friends of the Enchanted Forest be-
fore the EEL Program purchased the land in the early 1990’s.  He 

and I were part of the discussion group when the 
building was being considered.   
In August of 2000, I took a voluntary layoff and our 
family began. 20 years later and we are still part of 
the group.  Nathan is now 20 and a junior at UCF.  
Jason is 17 and a senior at Titusville High School.  
Both boys have attended our plant sales in the 
past, mainly helping with the heavy lifting.  After the 
building completion in 2003, it be-
came one of our favorite places to 
take the boys.  Jeffrey would teach 
us about all the different butterflies, 

plants and other native residents of the forest.  As 
the boys grew, our interests took a back seat, but 
now that they are graduating and moving on to col-
leges, I am finding more time to return to my hobbies 
and interests.  I’m still learning about the plants and 
know I’ve got a long way.  Being the editor of the newsletter helps 
me learn as I share with the rest of the group.  Thanks to all the 
great contributors for making this job a learning experience! 

 ~ Sea Rocket ~ 
 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
President 

OPEN 
 

Vice President   

OPEN 
 

 Treasurer   
Patti Larson 

 

Secretary  
Laura Covel 

 

Chapter Representative 
Elizabeth Bishop 

 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Membership 

Barbara Gwiazda 
 

Education/Outreach 
OPEN 

 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

 

Newsletter 
Jill Whitson 

 

Digital Archivist 
David Humphrey 

 

Social Media 
Kate Chiodini 

  

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

NEWSLETTER DISCLAIMER 
The articles written for the Sea Rocket Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 
by their  members are the views, opinions and shared experiences of the authors.   
They do not reflect the opinions and beliefs of the Florida Native Plant Society 
organization. 
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SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING! 

JOIN US ON SEPTEMBER 22ND at  
6:30 pm Meet & Greet 

7:00 pm Chapter Meeting  
7:15 pm Speaker Presentation 

 

"What You Plant Matters"  

Tim Harrison has a Bachelor's in Conservation Ecology from Armstrong Atlantic 
State University in Savannah Ga. where he studied the interactions between plant 
and animal species in the natural ecosystems of coastal Georgia and Florida. Since 
2005 he has worked as a Lab Technician for Agriculture research at UGA, Land-
scape Designer and Horticulturist and Eco-Tour Guide. In 2015 he and his partner 
Anna created Native Butterfly Flowers, a native plant nursery and pollinator land-
scaping company. 
 
Anna Hutson has a Bachelor's in Forest Management and Conservation from UF 
Gainesville. She has worked as an Eco-Tour Guide, an Environmental Educator in 
Brevard County after school programs and volunteered for Alachua Conservation 
Trust as an Environmental Educator. Educating the next generation is very important 
to her and in 2015 with her partner Tim created Native Butterfly Flowers in order to 
bring environmental awareness to typical landscaping practices. 
 
Tim and Anna grow and sell Florida Native Plants and design landscapes with creat-
ing habitat as a major goal. Our mission is to provide Florida Native Plants to the 
public, to help people convert their yards into healthy useful and eco-friendly land-
scapes and bring environmental awareness through outreach and education. We 
strive to provide beautiful plants and landscapes for you, your neighbors and the 
birds, bees, butterflies and all the other creatures. 
We sell our plants at Farmer's Markets and Festivals in Brevard and Indian River 
Counties.  
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NEW LOGO CONTEST 
RULES:  Each of these logos have been submitted by members of our    

chapter and have made it to the final selection. 
  

Vote is by the number located to the left of the LOGO. 
 

Email your vote with your Name to:  srarchivist@fnps.org 

           Example:    Jane Doe Votes  Logo #4 
 

Each Member in good standing is allowed only 1 vote. 
 

Majority votes by paid members will be counted by David Humphrey. 
 

Voting is open from August 15th through August 30th.   

 

Official Winner will be announced at the September 22nd Chapter General 

Meeting.   

If #4 is selected, the final design will include language that identified the logo 

as a Sea Rocket plant. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) Grants Awarded:   

Contact: Brittany Gillmor @ EFS 321-264-5185  

or Lois Harris, Sea Rocket Chapter FNPS 321-277-5741 

 

#1 

“2021 Viva Florida Landscape Demonstration Garden” $1,000.00 grant 

awarded from Florida Wildflower Foundation:  

Brittany Gillmor, Naturalist at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) was 

awarded this grant May 15, 2021.  EFS volunteers/staff and Searocket 

volunteers have been working on the expansion and enhancement of the 

Butterfly gardens around the education building. The gardens focus is to 

demonstrate the beauty of Florida Native Plants in cultivated landscapes.  

 

#2 

“2021 FLEPPC’s  Kathy Craddock Burks Education Grant” 

$1,000. Grant awarded from Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 

(FLEPPC): 

Erika Zibelnik, Naturalist at Enchanted Forest Sanctuary (EFS) 

was awarded this grant and in her absence, Brittany Gillmor will 

be overseeing this 

“Brevard County EFS Be 

the Change” project. The 

focus is to educate Flo-

ridians about non-native 

invasive plants and their 

impacts on the natural 

areas and economy of 

Florida. 

 

If you would like to participate in the following areas of 

these projects, site preparation, exotic pest plant removal, 

planting, watering, installation, and / or maintenance stop by the Enchanted Forest.: 

 

 

Plant installation began in July, any ad-

ditional site preparation and/or exotic 

pest plant removal and/or maintenance 

continues – 9:00am to 3:00pm 
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Enjoy being with friends and pollinators at this year's National Honey Bee Festival. Af-
ter a year in lockdowns the Honey Bee Festival is back. Sea Rocket will be there with 
a smile and native plants.  Volunteers are always welcome under the Sea Rocket tent. 
Spend an hour, or more, or none, just come by and say "hey" and enjoy the day. 
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Native Plant Definitions 

(submitted by Laura Covel) 

A "Florida native plant" refers to a species occurring within the state boundaries prior to 
European contact, according to the best available scientific and historical documentation. 
Florida native plants include those species understood as indigenous, occurring in natural 
associations in habitats that existed prior to significant human impacts and alterations of 
the landscape."  

Other Terms to Know  

Naturalized -- The term "naturalized plant" refers to a non-native species that is growing 
on its own in nature. It differs from "native plant" in that it may have originated as a garden 
escape, an agricultural escape, or an accidentally introduced weed. All "alien invasive 
plants" or "non-native invasive species" are naturalized. However they got to Florida, they 
now grow on their own in nature and interfere with native species and natural ecosystem 
processes. Becoming naturalized does not make an introduced species native.  

Non-Native, Alien, Introduced or Exotic -- A plant whose natural range does not include 
Florida. These species may have been introduced intentionally or accidentally. 

Invasive Plant— A plant that grows so profusely that it takes over. Usually not native, 
though there are some natives (for example, cattails) which can take over in areas that 
have been altered (for cattail, areas with stabilized water levels and excess nutrients). Be-
ing non-native does not mean that a plant is invasive. Of the more than 20,000 plants that 
have been introduced to Florida, fewer than 300 are generally considered to be invasive. 

Weed -- A plant that is not valued where it is growing. It usually fast spreading and is usu-
ally of vigorous growth. Weeds can be native or non-native. The term is also used to de-
scribe a group of plants characterized by a life-style pattern that includes growing rapidly, 
reproducing rapidly, and typically being adapted to open, high light, conditions. Many peo-
ple refer to the typical wildflower as a "weed" and many wildflowers have the word "weed" 
as part of their names (for example: mildweed and porterweed) and the term is not deroga-
tory when used in this sense.  

Florida-Friendly -- Florida-Friendly Landscaping is a term used by several Florida agen-
cies. It is an expansion of the Xeriscape concept. A Florida-friendly yard goes beyond Xeri-
scape, which was started in Colorado, to better fit Florida's environment. It includes best 
management practices supporting water conservation, sensible use of fertilizer, planting 
plants appropriate to the sites they are being grown in, and avoidance of invasive species. 
It does NOT mean "native."  

Endemic -- A plant whose natural range is restricted to Florida.  

 

https://www.fnps.org/natives/definition  
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DON’T MISS OUR 
SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIP 

 

Helen and Allan Cruickshank Sanctuary Field Trip Announcement 
Saturday September 18, 2021  0900-1200 

 

This sanctuary is a joint acquisition of the Brevard County Environmentally            
Endangered Lands Program and the State of Florida, acquired in 1995 with later    
additions. Vegetation is pine flatwoods, oak scrub, and freshwater depression 
marshes.       Prescribed burning, mechanical treatment of fuels, and thinning of 
pines have been done to restore habitat conditions. There has been a positive re-
sponse of the Florida Scrub-Jay population to habitat restoration. Several rare plants 
occur in the sanctuary. 
 
Directions: Central Rockledge just west of US Highway 1, 360 Barnes Boulevard. 
From I-95: Take Fiske Blvd. Exit 195. At the intersection just north of I-95, go east on 
Barnes Boulevard 2.4 miles to the Sanctuary entrance and small parking area.  
From US-1: Turn west onto Barnes Blvd and travel 0.5 miles. The Sanctuary en-
trance is on the north side of the road.  
Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 

 

 

Grant Presentation August 28th  
With Guest Speaker: Frank Robb  

 

Come see the revamp of our native garden! An educational presentation will begin at 
9am, followed by a tour of our garden and light refreshments. Beautification of the 
native butterfly garden supported by our own Lois Harris, the Florida Wildflower 
Foundation, and volunteers of the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.   

Registration is required, please call (321) 264-5185 to sign up. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Plant Sale September 25th! 
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SUMMER TIME CHAPTER PICNIC 

Thanks to everyone for attending this summers picnic.   
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Growing My Garden 
By Jill Whitson 

These pictures are of the plants from our plant sale in 

May of this year.  I am amazed at how well they have 

all grown over just a few months.  The blooms are 

beautiful and the butterflies are loving it.  We have had 

to move some of the Zebra Longwing caterpillars to 

the other passion vines as we counted over 15 on just 

one plant.  It has been a great investment.  I can’t wait 

until the next sale in September!  See you there! 

Passion Vine 

Coral Honeysuckle White Twine Vine 

Frog Fruit 

Swamp Milkweed 

Firebush 
White Milkweed Ironweed 



 

AUGUST 2021 Email us at searocketfnps@gmail.com  page 11 

LOCAL NATIVE PLANT SERVICES 
 

Change of Greenery, LLC 

82 SW Irwin Ave., West Melbourne, FL 32904 

321-626-7386 

Saturday 9-2pm & Monday 9-4pm 

Retail Plants / Landscape Design & Installation 

 

Maple Street Natives / NatScape 

7619 Henry Ave., West Melbourne 32904 

321-223-6147 

Friday & Saturday 9-3pm 

 

Native Butterfly Flowers LLC 

Nativebutterflyflowers.com 

82 SW Irwin Ave., West Melbourne, FL 32904 

321-626-7386 : Nativebutterflyflowers@gmail.com 

Saturday 9-2pm & Monday 9-4pm 

Retail Plants / Landscape Design & Installation 

 

 Wild, Wet N Wacky Florida Native Plants 

1380 Dalbora Rd., Merritt Island, FL 32953 

321-417-2218 

Wednesday – Friday 9-4pm & Saturday 9-4pm 

 

 

"Be sure to tell them you saw them in our newsletter!"  
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

Be sure to check out the bi-monthly newsletter of the Florida Native Plant Society 

Located online at : http://fnps.org/resources/sabalminor  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

WILL BE AT A NEW LOCATION 
 

⭐New Meeting Location⭐ 
Sept 22, * 6:30pm social time * 7pm meeting 

UF/IFAS Extension Brevard County 
3695 Lake Dr, Cocoa 32926 

 
 

It’s going to be great to see everyone! 

Masks are encouraged. 

https://forms.fnps.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1373&qid=240615

