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September  2018 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 

Board of Directors 

President 

Lois Harris 
 

Vice President   

Jim Robey 
 

 Treasurer   

Karen Lyle 
 

Secretary  

Molly Traugott 
 

Chapter Representative 

Vacant 
 

Committees 

Membership 
Kate Chiodini 

 

Education/Outreach 

Janina Shoemaker 
 

Special Media / Marketing 

Kate Chiodini 
  

Nursery  

Lois Harris 
 

 Hike Leader 

Paul Schmalzer, PhD  
 

Newsletter 

Cheryl Tyson 
 

Hospitality 

Armand De Filippo 
 
 

To contact us by email: 

searocketfnps@gmail.com 

September General Meeting  

September 26, 2018 

6:30 pm Social time 

7:00 pm Meeting 
 

Join us for our monthly general meeting at the   
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

 

Speaker: Sally Scalera,  

Brevard County Horticulturist 
Sally works for the UF IFAS Extension in Brevard County 

as an Urban Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener coordinator. 

Celebrate National Public Lands Day with a  
Garden Workday at the  

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 
 
Celebrate National Public Lands day by helping us maintain 

the butterfly and hummingbird garden at the Enchanted 
Forest Sanctuary!  

 
Bring your hat, sunblock, water, and wear closed-toe shoes. 

Kid-friendly. 

 
Saturday September 22 
9 am to 3 pm 
 
 
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 
444 Columbia Blvd 
Titusville, FL 32780 
 

mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
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Sea Rocket Adopting Columbia Blvd 
 

W e are patiently waiting for FDOT to issue the road sign 

indicating that the Sea Rocket Chapter has  adopted  a section 

of Columbia Blvd. We hope to begin the cleanup details in Sep-

tember.  Our fall calendar of events shows that we have regular 

commitments for Saturdays and probably will need to select a 

different weekday for stabbing trash. 

The plan is to gather at the Enchanted Forest early one morn-

ing, dress-out in vests and collecting equipment (supplied by 

FDOT), and walk the two-mile section in the coolest part of the 

day.  If we have the person-power, we can send out 2, 3, or 4 

units of 2, 3, or 4 volunteers and do the job in an hour.   

It is expected that we will do this monthly for a two-year commitment.  This is a public relations op-

portunity for FNPS and a different way for members (and friends) to volunteer for events.   

Contact Janina Shoemaker  (janina13@cfl.rr.com) to volunteer NOW and name the day we walk. 

From Our Gardens….. Starry Rosinweed 
By Lois Harris 
 

  This photo is of Starry rosinweed (Silphium ateriscus) that have been used in a formal setting at 
the front of one of my clients home. They did need to be staked so they would stand up and not flop 
over and are surrounded by Little leaf boxwood (Buxus microphylla). Rosinweed has many pollina-
tors including bees and butterflies and propagates readily by seed. 

 
What appears to be lawn is actually Frogfruit (Phyla nodiflo-
ra), a great native lawn alternative. This yard was planted at 
the end of December of 2017 and the Frogfruit has only been 
mowed twice while the Argentine Bahia has to be mowed al-
most weekly to keep it looking good.  
 
Another great benefit of planting Frogfruit is it’s the larval host 
for Phaon Cresent 
(Phyciodes phaon), White 
Peacock (Anartia 
jatrophae) and the Com-
mon Buckeye (Junonia 
coenia) butterflies.  
 
 
 

 
To the right is a photo taken in my yard of the Buckeye butterfly 
on Frogfruit. So happy to have this plant and butterfly in my gar-
den. 
 

mailto:janina13@cfl.rr.com
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Diceranda Scrub Sanctuary Hike  

4900 Melissa Drive, Titusville FL 

Saturday October 27 2018 0900-1200 

(Note: There is no hike in September) 

Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary. This is a joint project of the Brevard 

County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program and the State of 

Florida. Vegetation is primarily oak scrub and scrubby flatwoods with 

a depression marsh down slope. Prescribed burns have been con-

ducted on the site since acquisition. The endemic Dicerandra thinicola 

occurs here and should be in flower. 
 

The hike will be lead by Plant Ecologist,  Dr. Paul Schmalzer . 

 

Directions: 

 

Parking is limited at the site. We will meet at the 

Indian River Plaza Shopping Center. Park at the 

western (former K-Mart) corner of the shopping 

center and we will car pool to the site. 

1) US 1 to St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway). West on 

St. Rt. 50 to Indian River Plaza Shopping Center. 

OR 2) I-95 to Titusville, St. Rt. 50 exit. East on St. 

Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway) to Indian River Plaza 

Shopping Center. 

Note: Do not go to the 4900 Melissa Drive entrance. 

 

 

 

 Bring hat, sunscreen, 

water, and insect  

repellant. 
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Tridax procumbens or Coat Buttons 

By David Humphrey 

 

      Official Status Summary 

The tridax procumbens is listed as a noxious weed by the USDA and the Florida Noxious weed list. 
Its status for the United States is “PROHIBITED.”  

 
Is Coat buttons just a cute little flower that looks good for enhancing a native 

garden? Did I mention it is free? Free, Absolutely. Good for enhancing your 

native garden, absolutely not.  

I thought it was a cute little flower much like the Linaria canadensis the Ca-

nadian Toadflax and welcomed the first few into my native landscape. Unlike 

the toadflax, which is a Florida Native, the Coat Button is anything but na-

tive. I began to notice that there were more and more of these “cute” little 

blooms covering more and more of my garden space. I searched out its na-

tivity and found it belonged in Central America but was introduced to Florida. 

Clearly, it has found a home here.  

To my great horror, this fast-growing plant spreads horizontally, 

quickly sending up copious bloom stalks that produce amazingly 

fertile seeds which are then spread by the wind.  Its bloom season 

is all year. I didn’t really take notice of the coat button below the 

bloom until I found a Rudbeckia or Blackeyed Susan nearly covered 

up. It was the Rudbeckia bright yellow bloom that I noticed. Once 

discovered and researched, removal was the only option open to 

me. I pulled all the coat buttons from around the Rudbeckia with 

some plants having a diameter of over two feet. It 

was not wildly difficult to pull out, although it does have a tap root that will fight to 

stay in place. The stems are brittle and will crack off easily. I have not seen any 

coming through the Mimosa strigillosa ground cover. It (coat buttons) appears to 

need open or disturbed ground to take root. From its noted range, coat buttons do 

not like the cold. It ranges south of the 29th parallel which is in Volusia County. 

Everything in nature has a purpose. This also applies to the tridax procumbens. This 

little bloom attracts butterflies, bees, and other insects. It is known in Papua New 

Guinea that burning the leaves of the coat button plant will repel mosquitoes. I guess if I have it I 

might as well use it as a coat button smudge to repel mosquitos. 

    

    Sea Rocket Chapter  

    Public Lands Day Plant Sale 

    Enchanted Forest Sanctuary  

 

    September 29th  

     9 am to 3 pm 

Sample list of available 
plants:: Lyre leaf sage 
Red salvia 
Goldenrod 
Black eyed susan 
Blanket flower 
Coreopsis 
Seaside gentian 
Partridge pea 

https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious
https://www.freshfromflorida.com/content/download/63140/1445107/Florida%E2%80%99s_Pest_Plants.pdf
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Emergency Preparedness 

For more information go to Bre-

vard County Emergency Manage-

ment page at: 

http://www.brevardfl.gov/docs/def

ault-source/emergency-

management/all-hazards-

readiness-guide-040417.pdf 
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Community Corner 

Happenings About Town 

         

(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Get into Gardening every Tuesday by helping at the FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter 

Nursery Workdays 9am-12noon.  Kid-friendly. 

    Email us for further info and schedule. 
 

  Hike Schedule - Resumes in November  

 
             

If you would like your event listed here for our members to see  

please email us at searocketfnps@gmail.com 
 

For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities go to 

https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapter/ 

Fall Outdoors

Water-Wise and Lagoon-Friendly 
Yard Workshop 

Sign up for this 4-week series with Sally Scalera 
from the UF/IFAS Extension office and learn how to 
make your yard healthy and beautiful while saving 
water and protecting the Indian River Lagoon! Cost: 
$40 for entire series, half price discount for City of 
Titusville water customers. Payment & preregistra-
tion required on eventbrite. com. For more infor-
mation and to verify discount, contact City of Ti-
tusville Water Conservation at 321-567-3865 or 
maureen.phillips@titusville.com.  

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 444 Columbia Blvd, 
Titusville   

September 15  598 Guise Rd Osteen, 
FL  9am to 12:30pm  

Identifying Tips for Native Tree Spe-
cies with Dr. Bill Grey 

mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
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•  Celebrate Native Plant Month in October 

Featuring Speaker  

Rufino Osorio 

Author of “A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants 
 

Tuesday October 2nd 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

 
Location: Harry P. Leu Gardens 

       1920 N Forest Avenue    
   Orlando,  FL 

Several chapters 
and organizations 
congregate every 
year to celebrate 
October Native 
Plant Month. 

  
This is a special 

program. 
 

You don't want to 
miss this! 

Presented by the Tarflower chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 

 

Where: Mead Botanical Gardens 

   Winter Park, FL 

 

When:  October 20, 8 am to 3 pm 

• Native Plant Sale 

• Guided Hikes 

• Workshops 

• Live Music 

• Food Trucks 

• Kids Activities  
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

Sea Rocket Chapter September Board meeting will be held on  

September 11 at 5:30 pm.   

The meeting will be held at  (TBD)  

All members are welcome to attend.   

Please RSVP if you plan to attend. 

 

Be sure to check out the bi-monthly newsletter of the  

Florida Native Plant Society 

Located online at : http://fnps.org/resources/sabalminor  

Mims Mullet Festival  
We have been invited to share the fun at the:               

10th Annual Mims Mullet Festival, Saturday, October 6.  

This event brings over 3,000 people to Mims for craft sales, car exhibition, 
live music, children’s games and “fried and smoked mullet dinners” (with 
fixin’s. )  Bar-B-Q  is also on the menu. This community event is sponsored 
by Mims United Methodist and First Baptist Churches.   Sea Rocket Chapter 
will set up with plants for sale, and “ambassadors” to meet the public and 
encourage membership in FNPS.   

Mark your calendars NOW to join us in this outreach, and to visit this established family-themed 
festival.    

Volunteers needed to set-up and attend the event as Ambassadors and Sales.   
Sign-up with Janina Shoemaker, 2-hour shifts from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

https://forms.fnps.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1373&qid=240615

