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March 2017 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 

Board of Directors 

President 

Lois Harris 
 

Vice President   

Jim Robey 
 

 Treasurer   

Vacant 
 

Secretary  

Molly Traugott 
 

Chapter Representative 

Vacant 
 

Committees 

Membership 
Vacant 

 

Education/Outreach 

Janina Shoemaker 
 

Special Media / Marketing 

Arlene Perez-Garrido 
  

Nursery  

Lois Harris 
 

 Hike Leader 

Paul Schmalzer, PhD  
 

Newsletter 

Cheryl Tyson 
 

Hospitality 

Armand De Filippo 
 
 

To contact us by email: 

searocketfnps@gmail.com 

T 
he Annual Meeting was well held on February 28th to a 

full room.  Elections of officers was held.  Lois Harris 

will continue as President and Jim Robey as Vice Presi-

dent.  Thank you Lois and Jim for all you do for our 

chapter.  

New member, Molly Traugott stepped up and volunteered for the 

position of Secretary.  Thank you Molly!  

Minutes of the meeting will be approved at the next regular 

meeting.    

Sea Rocket Chapter Annual Meeting 

February 28, 2018 

Laurilee Thompson, a fifth generation Floridian and one of Ti-

tusville’s biggest cheerleaders spoke to the Chapter about some of 

the unique opportunities in Titusville.  Top of the list is an award 

winning marketing plan called “Titusville—Launch from Here” 

plus the bike trails that will have a positive impact on the area.  

Her talk was uplifting and well received by those in attendance. 

mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
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March - Mark your calendars! 
(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

 

 

March 7 - FTA Shiloh Marsh Trail. Meet at west entrance of Lowe’s parking lot at  
  I-95 and Hwy 50 in Titusville at 8:30 am. 
 
March 9 - 12 Coastal Dunes Tour -  Group tour of the Florida Coastal Dunes areas.  
  Contact Devon at 813-478-1183 for more information.  
 

March 9 Florida Wildflower Foundation at 10 a.m. till noon. We will be holding a 

meeting at the Florida Department of Transportation's Brevard Operations 

center, 555 Camp Road, Cocoa, to discuss how to identify and nominate 

Brevard roadsides as Wildflower Areas. (See February Newsletter for ad-

ditional details).   

 To register go to https://flawildflowers.wufoo.com/forms/brevard-wildflower

-meeting/ 

 
March 14  - FTA   Micco Scrub Trail. Meet at Sam's Discount Club at 4255 West 
  New Haven in Melbourne at 8:30 am. 
  
March 21 - FTA  Econ River Trail. Meet at Lone Cabbage Fish Camp on Hwy 50 and 
  the St. Johns River at 8:30 am. $2.00 per person entry fee applies. 
  
March 28 - FTA  Seminole Ranch/Orlando Wetlands. Meet at west entrance of 
  Lowe’s parking lot at I-95 and Hwy 50 in Titusville at 8:30 am. 
  
 

 

For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities go to 

https://www.facebook.com/searocketchapter/ 

 

If you would like your event listed here for our members to see  

please email us at searocketfnps@gmail.com 

Join us Saturdays for GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am  

   For information call 321-264-5185. 

Get into Gardening every Tuesday by helping at the FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter 
Nursery Workday—9am-12noon,      

 Email us for further info and schedule. 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=I-95+AND+HWY+50&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=4255+WEST+NEW+HAVEN&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
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An Action Message from      

Lisa Roberts,  
Executive Director of the  

Florida Wildflower Foundation 
 

Good morning, 

If you love Brevard's roadside 

wildflowers and want to see them 

preserved, please save Friday, March 9, 

10 am till noon on your calendars. We'll 

be holding a meeting at the Florida De-

partment of Transportation's Brevard 

Operations center, 555 Camp Road, 

Cocoa, FL 32927-4738 to discuss how to 

identify and nominate Brevard roadsides 

as Wildflower Areas. Those planning to      

attend can preregister by clicking here.  

Studies have shown that the preservation 

of roadside vegetation can contribute to 

the slowing of global warming through car-

bon sequestration, CO2 capture and re-

duced emissions from mowing machinery. 

Roadside wildflowers cleanse water runoff, 

conserve soil and reduce erosion. They also 

beautify our communities while providing 

habitat for valuable insect pollinators, 

which is paramount as we lose agricultural 

and natural lands to development. 

Please invite anyone who would be inter-

ested in this effort. Together we can pre-

serve native, natural Florida by saving 

wildflowers on roadsides through manage-

ment that keeps them flourishing. 

 

For our wildflowers, wildlife and wild plac-

es, 

Lisa Roberts 

Executive Director 

Florida Wildflower Foundation 

Members of the Sea Rocket Chapter of the 

Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) enjoyed 

the events at the Pioneer Day event held at 

Sams House on 

Merritt Island,   

FNPS was one 

of several ven-

dors at this an-

nual event. 

 

Pioneer Day is 

held near the 

birthday of 

John Sams, a 

citrus-grower 

and the first Superintendent of Brevard Coun-

ty Schools. Mr. Sams built the oldest standing 

home in Brevard County (circa 1875). The 

Sams Cabin is now a museum within the 

1,000-acre Pine Island Conservation Area, 

which is owned and operated by the Brevard 

County Environmentally Endangered Lands 

Program. Mr. Sams also helped to build St. 

Luke’s Chapel in 1888 and is buried in the 

church cemetery.  

 

https://flawildflowers.wufoo.com/forms/brevard-wildflower-meeting/
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MyFWC  
February 27, 2018 

 

Report horseshoe crab spawning sightings  

with new FWC app 

Spring is peak mating season for horseshoe crabs, and biologists 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
encourage sighting reports with the new FWC Reporter applica-
tion.   

Horseshoe crabs mate year-round, and it is most common to see groups along the 
shore in March and April. To identify mating pairs, look for a smaller male on top of a 
larger female. Beachgoers will likely have the best luck spotting horseshoe crabs 
around high tide, within three days of a 
full or new moon. The next full moon is 
Friday, March 2, and the new moon is 
Saturday, March 17.    
These sighting re- ports provide important 
information about population distribution 
to the FWC. Alt- hough horseshoe crabs 
have existed for about 450 million years, 
their numbers have declined due to 
overfishing and loss of habitat.  
If you see a horse- shoe crab on its back, 
gently pick it up (holding both sides of 
the shell) and re- lease it back into the 
water. Simple ac- tions like this help con-
serve this species and the many other species that depend on it.  

The FWC asks the public to report sightings  through one of several options. Go to 
MyFWC.com/Contact and go to “Horseshoe Crab Nesting Activity” for the “Florida 

Horseshoe Crab Spawning Beach Survey” link. The FWC Reporter app is free to down-

load on Apple or Android smartphones or tablets from the App Store  and Google 

Play.  You can also report findings via email at horseshoe@MyFWC.com or by phone 
at 866-252-9326  

Florida Native Plant Society 

Sea Rocket Chapter 

Booth Volunteers  

At 

Pioneer Days  

on  

Merritt Island 

 

http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2018/february/19/sighting-app/
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2018/february/19/sighting-app/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/horseshoe_crab
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fwc-reporter/id1162187897?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fwc.reportingtool.beta
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fwc.reportingtool.beta
mailto:horseshoe@MyFWC.com
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How the Enchanted Forest  

Sanctuary’s Canopy has Changed  

Teresa Marie Cooper PhD,  

Save Florida’s Bromeliads  

Conservation Project 

 

T 
he first time I visited the Enchanted 

Forest Sanctuary (EFS) was in the 

autumn of 2006. The land manager at 

the time, Judy Gregoire, had contacted me 

because the Mexican bromeliad weevil 

(Metamasius callizona) had arrived at EFS 

and was killing their giant airplants 

(Tillandsia utriculata). When Judy and I 

walked into the forest, I looked up and saw 

tens of thousands of giant airplants clustered 

on the outreaching branches of the mighty 

oaks. This beautiful sight was tempered by 

the fallen, dead giant airplants littering the 

forest floor. I had been working with the wee-

vil and Florida’s bromeliads for several years 

by this time, so I knew I was looking at car-

nage caused by the weevil. Over the next two 

years, I monitored this giant airplant popula-

tion. At the start of this study, there were an 

estimated 46,552 medium and large giant air-

plants. Six months later, the population was 

reduced to 8,835 plants and at 27 months, on-

ly 1,134 plants remained (Figure 1). Ninety-

nine percent of the lost plants were killed by 

the weevil. Now, nearly a decade later, it is 

very rare to see a large giant airplant and 

medium plants are sparse. The canopy has 

changed. It is more open, less vibrant, less 

magical. The mammals, birds, reptiles, am-

phibians, and insects have lost habitat and a 

constant water source. The giant airplants 

are tank bromeliads and hold water in their 

leaf axils that support complex aquatic eco-

systems. The inhabitants of these aquatic eco-

systems have been greatly reduced and will 

be lost if the bromeliads are lost. I, along with 

several wonderful volunteers, are working 

hard to bring these plants back and restore 

the forest canopy to its former glory.  

Figure 1. Survival curve showing the decline 

of the giant airplant population at the En-

chanted Forest Sanctuary from March 2006 to 

June 2009. (From: Cooper TM, Frank JH, 

Cave RD. 2014. Loss of phytotelmata due to 

an invasive bromeliad-eating weevil and its 

potential effects on faunal diversity and bioge-

ochemical cycles. Acta Oecologica 54: 51-50.) 

 

 

 

To learn more about the Florida 

Bromeliads Conservation Project, 

visit our Web site at:   

SaveBromeliads.com.  

SaveBromeliads.com
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Do Plants Multitask 

By David Humphrey 

I never really thought about this before, and 

just figured plants diverted energy to set 

down roots, with some energies to leaves and 

some to flowers and fruit. Some species used 

more energy at times than others. Only re-

cently have I learned in Master Gardener 

class that plants do not multitask. Just like 

the Long Leaf Pine ( Pinus plaustris), the 

young pine tree is applying itself to putting 

down a nice long tap root. The young tree will 

look more like a bunch grass than a tree for 

three or more years. It is then that the tree 

applies its energies toward upward growth 

growing up to10 feet in three years.  

A Citrus tree can have a bountiful harvest 

one year but may lay off the next to add 

structure or roots or leaves. Fruiting requires 

a lot of energy from the plant. I had some 

Florida Golden Asters (Chrysopsis floridana)  

a short-lived perennial, in 

my meadow. The second 

year's growth only a sprig 

showed up. The third year 

I had a lovely plant with 

many flowers. The plant 

was a couple feet from 

where I had planted the 

original. What had hap-

pened? I figure the C. flor-

idana was establishing itself in the meadow. 

Now that this is done it was time to grow and 

produce seed. The point is that if your peren-

nial or short-lived perennial plants do not re-

spond as expected, they are probably involved 

in life-sustaining activity below ground. Do 

not despair, and do not disturb them during 

this vital growth activity. They will likely 

amaze you later. 

New Editor takes the Helm 

By Cheryl Tyson 

First I would like to say a great big thank 

you to David who has created a great newslet-

ter for us for the last several years.  Well done 

David!  

Like David before me I really do not have 

much knowledge about Florida Native Plants. 

I recently joined the group because I want to 

learn more and I really believe we would all 

do better with more native plants in our lives 

and in our gardens.  

 We moved from Virginia to Florida in 

2011.  We love Titusville and we have met so 

many nice people here.  The Enchanted For-

est sanctuary where we our chapter meets 

and has its gardens is just one of the beautiful 

areas that we are so lucky to have in our back 

yard.  

If you would like to submit an article to 

me please feel free to do so.  Any articles 

about gardening, native plants, our natural 

world that you think would be of interest to 

our members would be welcome.  The Board 

of Directors will continue to provide guidance 

on suitability of any content. 

 

Cheryl Tyson and David Humphrey at February Board of 

Directors Meeting. 
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Community Corner 
Happenings About Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melbourne Botanical Festival  

Saturday March 3, 2018  

8 am – 5 pm  

Titusville’s Farmer’s Market Strawberry Festival 

Saturday March 24 10 am—2 pm 

Hosted by SPCA of Brevard Adoption Center 
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“It's Alive!” 
By David Humphrey 

No, not Frankenstein’s monster, but my sleeping meadow. It has woken from its short win-

ter nap. The Coreopsis leavenworthii (tickseed) are resplendent in their joyful yellow petals. The 

corrys are the Southern version of the Northern crocus poking their heads out of the snow to greet 

the dawn. 

Looking deeper I am seeing more tickseed coming 

up. I see a multitude of Galardia pulchea beginning to 

bud out. Continuing I have many Yellowtop, Flaveria 

linearis coming in. The yellowtop is a late summer to 

fall bloomer that pollinators hover over in a cloud. I’ll 

not forget the Helianthus debilis or dune sunflower. It 

has begun to take on the mantle of new life. Then 

there are the Ruellia caroliniensis or wild petunia.   

Unlike it 

Mexican 

cousin this na-

tive is not aggressive. The wild petunia will replant itself with 

seeds but is not hard to control, remains a low growing plant 

and tends to flower most of the year. My camera has ren-

dered it a ple pink but it is actually a deeper lavender color.  

Never to forget the joy-

ful little rain Lilly, with 

the big scientific name 

of Zephyranthes ata-

masca. I’m glad to see 

these flowers greeting 

the spring, and so are my neighbors.            

Just wait until the Mimosa kicks in later. ~ 

 

Ruellia car-

Zephyranthes atamasca. 

Coreopsis leavenworthii  

 

 

 

 

 

The Restore Our Shores team has been working tirelessly with the help of our volunteers to 

take on another ambitious year of lagoon restoration. So far this season, oyster gardeners 

have raised over 75,700 live oysters and with your help, we have bagged thousands of oyster 

shells. Shell bagging to build oyster reefs will be happening Friday March 7, Saturday March 

17, Friday March 23, Saturday March 31. 

For more information: 

restoreourshores.org/volunteer-we-need-you/#howyoucanhelp 
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 
Sea Rocket General Meeting 

On March 28 at 6:30 pm 

We will have Dr. David Hall speaking on  

Florida Native Grasses. 

 www.fnps.org 

 

February Sea Rocket Board Meeting.  The March Board meeting will be held on March 13th at New York New York.  

Volunteers Needed!  Opportunities to use your skills or 

learn new skills with the Sea Rocket Chapter.   

Treasurer required to complete our Board Executive.  

Please contact us at searocketfnps@gmail.com if you are 

interested. 


