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August 2016 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

 
 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

Vice President   
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 
 Treasurer   

Madeline Klinko 
madeline@digiphase.com 

 

Secretary  
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 
 

Chapter Representative 
Greg Hendricks 

gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Education/Outreach 
 

Vacant 
 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 

A visiting Monarch partaking of  the  

Sip that satisfies,  (Asclepias incarnata).  

Lois Harris 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  
   lois6459@att.net for further info and schedule. 
August 2  Tarflower Chapter's monthly meeting presents Dr. Craig Huegel, botanist, author, 

professor, blogger, Central Florida native plant aficionado. Dr Huegel will present a 
program on Botany for Gardeners at Leu Gardens which begins at 7 p.m. Light hors 
d'oevres and mingling begin at 6:45. Native plant raffle after the program. All are in-
vited.   Leu Gardens is located 1920 Forest Avenue, Orlando,  

August 7 Sams House at Pine Island, presents Indian River Lagoon Project Plan with Vir-
gina Barker, Director of the Indian River Natural Resources Management Department, 
from 1pm to 2pm.  For more information  contact  martha.pessaro@brevardfl.gov  

August 13 Bats! - 10:00 am to 12:00 pm  Sams House at Pine Island. Shari Blissett Clark, 
President of the Florida Bat Conservancy and Bat Belfrys will present on the diversity 
and importance of Florida Bats in the ecosystem. Her work with the Conservancy has 
been applauded for State wide education, conservation, and preservation of the varied 
species that call Florida home and or visit seasonally. Our understanding of bats as a 
significant sector of our environment will be greatly expanded by attending Shari’s pro-
gram and meeting her bat 

August 20 National Honey Bee Day presented by the Brevard Backyard Beekeepers (BBB) from 
9 am till 1 pm. At the  UF/IFAS Extension Searvice. This is a FREE event to educate 
and raise awareness of the importance of honey bees, and all pollinators to the health 
of our ecology. (See page 8 for more info) 

August 21 Beautyberry Chapter is hosting a hike to Smyrna Dunes on the South side Ponce 
Inlet. The hike is planned from 5:00 pm until sunset. The”trail” is a boardwalk over 
Smyrna Dunes to protect the dune environment. The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse is visible 
most of the time. There are spurs that take you over the dunes to view the ocean. Pos-
sibly an outing to a local eatery is in the offing as well. 

August 24  There will be No Sea Rocket’s Monthly Meeting.  
LOOKING AHEAD 

September 23 and 24—2016 Florida Wildflower Symposium. Registration is open now! Go to 

 https://floridawildflowerfoundation.givezooks.com/events/2016-florida-wildflower-symposium 

 to get more details and register.  

October 26  The Sea Rocket General Meeting is pleased to have Laurilee Thompson back to  

  discuss the Birding and Wildlife festival, as well as other issues important to Brevard..  

Don’t forget to check out other EEL Sites  and volunteer organizations for more  

Free Family Fun. 

 Enchanted Forest Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestSanctuary?fref=ts 

 SAMS HOUSE : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Home 

 Barrier Island Center: http://www.brevardcounty.us/eelprogram/areas/barrierislandsanctuary 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful: http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/ 

 Florida Trail Assn Hike Schedule: http://jjehikesced.blogspot.com/ 

mailto:lois6459@att.net
mailto:martha.pessaro@brevardﬂ.gov
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Why don’t any birds come to my feeder?    

Why aren’t there any birds in my yard? 

By Lora Losi 

 As Space Coast Audubon board members we 
get this phone call fairly often. The following 
questions help solve and inform the frustrated, 
nature seeking, future bird watchers and future 
native plant people.  My first question is usually 
where do you have the feeders?  Are there 
close places for the birds to land and be hid-
den near the feeder?  People are usually sur-
prised by the need for cover.   Many people think 
that a green lawn should 
support wildlife.  Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth!  A lawn is a green 
desert for birds.  Some-
times the caller gets an 
invite to come to our 
house where they can 
see how even in a scrub 
habit birds can be en-
ticed to show them-
selves.  A few simple fac-
tors have attracted some 
special species such as 
Painted Buntings.  We 
had 60 birders come to 
our house to see one of 2 Texas Rufous hum-
mingbird in Florida one winter.  Our simple native 
plantings, feeders and bird baths have brought 
us human visitors from all over the country, and 
even a world class birding tour company has 
brought bird watchers. 

A quick review of what simple steps in a normal 
yard to attract birds goes like this.  Cover from 
predators in shrubs, especially pine trees is 
necessary to provide safety.  Water, we have 
found that most birds like a shallow, often 
cleaned bird bath. An inch deep is best. Food in 
the form of black oil sunflower or other seed is 
good, but don’t forget that native plants produce 
the best food for all birds. Feeders should not be 
closer than 3 feet or further than 30 feet from 
windows to prevent collisions with windows.  

That brings us to; what native plants will do 
the most good?  National Audubon has a web-
site www.audubon.org/native-plants that allows 
you to sort for native plants by zip code. It de-
scribes growth habit, shows photos, attributes of 

the plant and type of birds attracted. You can 
also search for native plants by types of bird you 
wish to attract or by category of plant. National 
Wildlife Foundation also has helpful hints and 
yard certification as wildlife habitat. 

 Some obvious winners include wax myrtle, hol-
lies, beauty berry and many other fruiting na-
tives.  I have often found migrating birds just by 
knowing what berries are ripe.  Trees, grasses 
and wildflowers  provide free seeds. Variety 
gives the birds year round forage.   

 What do birds really need to be eat?  Most 
studies show that what we feed them is the 

e qu i va le n t  o f  f a s t 
food.  They get some quick 
energy, but not necessarily 
what nutrition, especially 
protein they need. Once 
again, native plants are far 
better at supplying the   
nutrients, amount and vari-
ety of food needed espe-
c i a l l y  f o r  r a i s i n g 
young.  90% of birds raise 
their young on protein rich 
insects, even though we 
don’t think of them as be-
ing anything other than 
seedeaters (for example 
Cardinals).  It has been 

found that it takes chickadees (Brevard county 
equivalent would be tufted titmice) 4800 caterpil-
lars to raise a single clutch. 
 What is the best source of insects and the 
needed variety of nutrients?  Why native 
plants of course! Oak trees in particular host 557 
caterpillar species.  Native plants support 13 
times more caterpillar species than nonnative 
plants.  A variety of tree species has also been 
shown to attract twice as many bird species in a 
suburban setting in Chicago. So why not use 
fast growing ornamental plants?  There are 
some that the birds seem to adore. Studies have 
looked at birds living in Asian Honeysuckle in-
vaded areas in Ohio. Like Brazilian pepper, Hon-
eysuckle has red berries that birds can’t resist.  
 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

http://www.audubon.org/native-plants
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Bat houses in Rockledge 
await guest bats 

R. Norman Moody, FLORIDA TODAY 5:07 p.m. EDT July 8, 2016 

 

ROCKLEDGE — About 15 feet off the ground 
atop an aluminum pole near a small lake at 
Larry Schultz Park sits a small wooden box. 

The approximately 2-foot by 2-foot box will be-
come a bat house once insect-eating bats take 
up residence and begin devouring mosquitoes, 
helping to con-
trol the insects 
in the park and 
in five others in 
Rockledge. 

T h e  b a t 
boxes have 
been installed 
in the parks 
through a part-
nership be-
t wee n  the 
R o c k l e d g e 
Recreation Open Space Conservation Founda-
tion, the city of Rockledge and Bat Belfrys, Inc. 

"If you minimize the mosquito population you 
minimize the possible incidence of the Zika vi-
rus," said Larry Schultz, a former mayor of 
Rockledge and founder of the ROC Foundation. 
"If you reduce the mosquito population you 
make parks more accessible." 

Schultz, after whom the park is named, said 
that although mosquitoes that carry the Zika vi-
rus have not been found in the city, the founda-
tion wanted to do what it could to help minimize 
the chances of people using the park being bit-
ten by insects. 

Bats eat hundreds of mosquitoes each night. 
"It's really a complex little animal," said Shari 
Blissett-Clark, of Bat Belfrys. "One thing we 
know is that they eat a lot of bugs." 

She said she did not know how much impact 
the bats will have on the mosquitoes that carry 
the Zika virus, which will bite during the day. 
Bats usually feed at night. Controlling the mos-
quitoes with the bats will help to minimize other 
diseases transmitted by the insects. 

Blissett-Clark, who builds and installs the bat 
boxes, has installed about 300 throughout the 
state with her non-profit organization, Bat Bel-
frys. She said the boxes cost $100 each or $325 
installed on a 16-foot pole. 

"We got together with the ROC Foundation 
and decided that this was a good way to help 
control mosquitoes," said Alexandra Bernard, 
planning and grants coordinator for the city of 
Rockledge. "We're excited to be a part of having 
the bat boxes installed." 

Blissett-Clark installed the first two boxes in 
Rockledge and the public works department 
workers installed the other four. The bat boxes 
are in Larry Schultz Park, McLarty Park, Lake 
Betsy at McKnight Family Sports Complex, 
Robert Anderson Park, Morris Park and Dick 
Blake Park. 

 

Blissett-Clark said bats, which have a life span 
of about 17 to 25 years, occupy about 80 per-
cent of bat boxes within 12 months of installa-
tion. Usually there will be dozens of them in one 
box. 

She said bats 
are a pro-
tected species 
in Florida that 
are misunder-
stood. They 
are very bene-
ficial. 

"Bats are the 
number one 
predators of 
nighttime fly-
ing insects," 

she said. "These animals can help us stop using 
pesticides."  

 
Editors Note: 

Less than one-half of 1 percent of all bats in 
North America carry rabies, according to 
the Humane Society of the United States 

 

Find out about our local bats, contact  

Florida Bat Conservancy 

http://www.floridabats.org/BH_Builders.htm 

~ 

 

(Photo: R. Norman Moody        

FLORIDA TODAY) 

 

(Photo: R. Norman Moody         
FLORIDA TODAY) 

http://www.floridatoday.com/staff/11391/r-norman-moody/
http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/facts/rabies.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
http://www.floridabats.org/BH_Builders.htm
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Community Corner 
News for and about your Chapter 

The weather held this year and 

the temperature had moder-

ated a bit, (less that 100 deg, 

even the feels like). The over-

head fans added the gentle 

breeze needed to make the 

overall picnic comfortable. 

Valery and Neal , our newest members. 

We are very glad to have them on board. 

The Sea Rocket July Frolic (Picnic)  

at Sams House on Merritt Island. 

From Left to right we have Armand, Dave, Nancy, 

Marlys, Bill, Bob, Ingrid, and Woody. 

Three wonderful ladies; Jonie, Mary, and Marlys 

Movie viewing in the air conditioning. 
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Why don’t any birds come to 

my feeder?  

(Continued from page 3) 

 

They found that while birds that are generalists 

(like catbirds) and eat assorted spiders and 

worms and appear to thrive they may be lacking 

nutrition or fall prey to predators. 20% fewer 

Cardinals were found in areas with Honey-

suckle.  Some birds such as warblers and 

chickadees are specialists and need caterpillars 

and other insects that need specific native 

plants.  90% of butterflies and moths need a 

particular plant to survive.   

Non-natives produce far less insect life, sim-

ply because native insects do not have the ways 

to deal with these plant’s defenses.  Nonnative 

plants like Honeysuckle and Brazilian pepper 

crowd out native plants, thereby reducing the 

number and variety of native plants that birds 

and insects need.  Even fancy cultivars of native 

plants can differ in nutrition and ease of getting 

food out of.  Think of some of the fancy many 

petal coreopsis flowers.  Could a large bee even 

get into it? 

the push to save pollinating insects for our own 

food supply grows, I remember the economic 

importance birds can have on crop production 

also.  I had a Baltimore oriole build a nest above 

my apple tree one year.  The little bit of grape 

jelly I feed them was small recompense for the 

crop of apples that had the fewest coddling moth 

caterpillars in I ever had.  I sip my shade grown 

coffee as I watch birds such as these at my 

feeder—but that is a whole other story! 

The positive message for all of us, no matter 

where we live, is that bird friendly yards have 

twice as many bird species. Birds provide 

hours of good entertainment and can improve 

our gardens and lives. Native plants and very 

simple steps can greatly enhance wildlife and 

our quality of life. ~ 

Titusville Environmental 

Commission, an advisory 

panel to the mayor and city 

council of Titusville on environ-

mental issues concerning the city, 

recently contacted Sea Rocket so 

speak at their June meeting and offer recommenda-

tions regarding landscaping guidelines. Presently 

the City of Titusville has nothing in the form of 

landscape guidance to give developers, city plan-

ners or others seeking building permits. 

A copy of the Model Landscape Ordinance, final-

ized by FNPS in 2007, was given to TEC for their 

review. The model landscape ordinance is intended 

to assist Florida municipalities, counties, and home-

owners association in developing landscape stan-

dards.  The model ordinance focuses on sustainabil-

ity through planting of native plants, minimization 

of water use, and elimination of invasive non-native 

species. Additionally they were directed how to ac-

cess FNPS plant data so a listing of trees, shrubs, 

flowers, ground cover, grasses, etc. that are found 

growing in Brevard County. Other information 

from the Florida Wildflower Foundation was also 

offered for their review. 

This information was well received and we feel that 

it will be a tremendous help in keeping ...  

 

 

 

Lois Harris ~ 

Who needs trees anyway? 
Actually we do! 

Trees cool the streets and the city. 
Average temperatures in Los Angeles have 

risen 6°F in the last 50 years as tree coverage 

has declined and the number of heat-

absorbing roads and buildings has increased. 

Trees cool the city by up to 10°F, by shading 

our homes and streets, breaking up urban 

“heat islands” and releasing water vapor into 

the air through their leaves. 

https://www.treepeople.org/resources/tree-benefits 
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Keep Brevard Beautiful toured the Enchanted Forest  

Sanctuary Hillside Butterfly Garden,  July 26th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Bobbitt and Pat Brown with Keep Brevard 

Beautiful in the gardens, and awarding the check to 

Lois, who submitted the grant proposal, and spear-

headed its completion. 

 

Thanks to David Humphrey (taking the photo in the garden) for your Sea Rocket support. 

 

It took some time, but now it is finalized!!! We not only toured the entire gardens, but also the build-

ing to see all that The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary has to offer our community. Brian and Pat were 

quite impressed and will be bringing their families back for a more casual visit at a later date. 

~ 
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9:30 AM-10:00 AM: “Bringing Back the Bees” Clifton L. Best, President of  Bre-

vard Backyard Beekeepers (and speaker at out September 28 general meeting) will 

discuss the importance of honey bees, the stresses they are under, and what we can 

do to help support their survival.  
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green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Hosting the Sea Rocket Newsletter since 2001; 

www.NBBD.com 

North Brevard Business & Community Directory 

www.AboutTitusville.com 

This beautiful photo was taken by Kathy Benson. 

This Phaon is enjoying a tasty sip from a biden alba 

(shepards needle or Spanish needle)  

Details on the Phaon Crescent 

Phyciodes phaon (W.H. Edwards, 1864) 

Family: Nymphalidae 

Wing Span: 1 - 1 1/2 inches (2.5 - 3.8 cm). 

Life History: Males patrol during daytime near the host 

plant. Eggs are laid in small groups on    underside of 

host plant leaves; caterpillars eat leaves. 

Caterpillar Hosts: Fogfruit (Lippia lanceolata) and mat 

grass or frogfruit, (Lippia nodiflora) in the verbena family. 

Adult Food: Nectar from flowers of Lippia and compos-

ites including shepherd's needle (Bidens Alba). 

Range: Guatemala north through Cuba and Mexico to 

southern California, east through South Texas and Flor-

ida to coastal South Carolina. Strays to eastern Colo-

rado, Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri. 

http://www.butterfliesandmoths.org/species/Phyciodes-phaon 

 

 

 

 

                

Phyla nodiflora.)  

frogfruit, turkey tangle fogfruit, capeweed 

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  444 Columbia Blvd, 
  Titusville, FL 32780 

The September 28 Program  

“Bringing Back the Bees” Clifton L. Best,  

President of Brevard Backyard Beekeepers   

www.fnps.org 


