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January 2014 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am -  For information call 321-264-5185. 

 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, Call Shari  
   at 321-454-6849 for more information. 
 

January 2:   After New Year's Day Beach Cleanup at 8:00 am – 10:00 am.  Please come 
   out to help clean up three of our beaches! Denise Song for more information: 
   dsongkbb@gmail.com 
 

January 4:  Sams House at Pine Island, Native Plant Hike & Garden Tour, 9:30-11:30am 

   Learn the historic uses of some local plants. Close-toed shoes recommended, 

   www.eelbrevard.com for information. 
 

January 8:   Florida Trail Association Hike: Cruickshank Loop Trail— Meet at west end 

   of Lowe’s parking lot in Titusville by 8:30 AM. Bring hat, water and walking 

   shoes. Contact jescoffier@aol.com for more information. 
 

January 8:    “Emerging Legal Paradigms: The Rights of Nature” 6:00 PM, Brevard Zoo.  

   Sister Pat Siemen will present rationale for establishing legal ecosystem pro-

   tection. (See page 3 for more details.) 
 

January 11:  Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Volunteer Workshop: Basic Birding, 3 to 4pm 

   Volunteers are encouraged to join Naturalist Joe Swingle and observe Central 

   Florida birds and learn basic bird identification! Register at 321-264-5185. 
 

January 13:  FNPS Conradina Chapter hosts Dr. Walter Kingsley Taylor, 6:30pm, Brevard 

   Zoo. “Florida Wildflowers: A Comprehensive Guide” - this is a free event, open 

   to the public. (See page 3 for further details) 
 

January 15:   Florida Trail Association Hike: Lake Proctor Trail— Meet at  the west end of 

   Lowe’s parking lot in Titusville by 8:30 AM. Bring hat, water and walking shoes. 

   Contact jescoffier@aol.com for more information. 
 

January 16:  Friends of the Enchanted Forest Meeting, Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 

   6:00pm, Annual Meeting – All members requested to attend to discuss 2014 

   plans.  For more info, please call 321-264-5185. 
 

January 22:  Florida Trail Association Hike: Doris Leeper Trail— Meet at west entrance 

   of Lowe’s parking lot in Titusville by 8:30 AM. Bring hat, water and walking 

   shoes. Contact jescoffier@aol.com for more information 
 

January 22—27:   Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival.— Eastern Florida State College 

   (formally BCC) in Titusville. There will be presentations, demonstrations, field 

   trips, photography sessions and so much more. Instead of our monthly meeting 

   Sea Rocket will be at the Birding Festival, www.spacecoastbirdingfestival.com 
 

January 29:   Florida Trail Association Hike: Tosohatchee South.—Meet at the Lone Cab-

   bage fish camp by 8:30 AM.  Bring hat, water and walking shoes. Contact  

   jescoffier@aol.com for more information 
 

Please send calendar items to David Humphrey at brevcracker@gmail.com  
For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities go to www.FNPS.com; events, “searocket”. 

mailto:dsongkbb@gmail.com.
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Emerging Legal Paradigms: 

The Rights of Nature 
Brevard Zoo, Nyami Nyami River Lodge  

Wednesday, Jan 8, 2014 at 6:00PM 
 

Sister Pat Siemen introduces communities from Bolivia to Pittsburg, PA to New Zea-

land who are establishing legal ecosystem protection as an essential part of creating 

sustainable communities. Protecting Florida’s waters is a part of this larger interna-

tional movement whose time has come. 
 

Pat Siemen is a Dominican Sister who serves as Director of the Center for Earth Ju-

risprudence at the Barry University School of Law in Orlando. 
 

Capacity is limited. Register for this event at: http://preservebrevard.eventbrite.com 
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Community Corner 

Audubon Advocates Make Their Voices Heard Cen-
tral Florida Water Initiative Meetings 

Audubon Florida [flconservation@audubon.org] 
 
This week, Audubon advocates spoke up 
for Central Florida’s lakes, rivers, and 
springs at Central Florida Water Initia-
tive meetings. Water managers modeled 
the future of groundwater in Central Flor-
ida, and concluded that the area will run 
out of water in the next few decades 

unless water habits are greatly modified. 
The Central Florida Water Initiative is a collaborative approach between 
three water management districts, state agencies, and stakeholders to 
plan a sustainable water future. The draft plan includes a suite of op-
tions for water sustainability, but it relies on tapping up to 250 million 
gallons a day from our treasured rivers and lakes, including St. John’s 
River and the Kissimmee basin. Audubon Advocates at the meetings 
demanded that our surface waters and springs be protected, that water 
conservation would be maximized in this plan, and that wasteful lawn 
irrigation practices must be stopped. There is still time to make your 
voice heard! Comments on the plan will be accepted until January 10, 
2014 by Tom Bartol at tbartol@sjrwmd.com. 

Thank you for your  plant  donations! 
Nancy brought in a Coco-Plum  

Dave for the Gaillardia and Sunshine Mimosa 

From the Sea Rocket Board Room 

BIRDING FESTIVAL! 
 

Once again Sea Rocket Chapter 

will be exhibiting at the Space 

Coast Birding & Wildlife Festival 

January 22nd thru 26th. PLEASE 

VOLUNTEER to staff our booth!  

This is a great opportunity to help 

with our major outreach event of 

the year AND join in the fun!   

Volunteers can participate in free 

field trips and browse the exhibits.  

Email Shari at clark109@cfl.rr.com 

to Get more info and sign up! 

To the nursery volunteers— 
Our nursery is not going to sleep for the winter. In fact we are now prepar-ing for the spring sales event of the year—“EARTH DAY” —  We will be planting seeds, and general prep work to show the public that native plants can look good and replace non natives in any garden setting.  Please consider joining in—workdays are Wednesday from 9am to 12noon.   — Dave 

To our members and 

readership 

Before you dig-up,  

poison, or otherwise  

destroy unwanted native 

plants, think about  

donating them to the  

Sea Rocket Nursery!   

We might be able to use 

them and you’ll be  

keeping extra waste out 

of our landfills! 

 

 St. Johns River 

mailto:tbartol@sjrwmd.com
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Get your native  

plants here! 

green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

American Beautyberry 

or French Mulberry 

Callicarpa Americana     Family: Lamiaceae  (mint) 

Kal-lick-AR-puh   uh-mair-rick-KAY-nuh  

By David Humphrey 

The Beautyberry is, 

aptly named as it is a 

beautiful, versati le 

bush, adaptable and 

even functional. The 

beautyberry takes to 

trimming very well and 

will return with full lush 

growth each year.  I use 

mine as a specimen 

plant, but can also be 

used as a privacy hedge as well. It is noted as a deciduous 

plant. Here in central Florida with our mild winters beauty-

berry may not lose all her leaves, but does have a definite 

rest period before new life begins in Spring. It does not re-

quire much, just full sun to partial shade, and xeric (sandy, 

high organic), or mesic (moist, but not wet) soil types. In 

the shade beautyberry will grow leggy with bare stems and 

a poodle puff of leaves at the end. Under good conditions 

the bush can grow to 8 feet tall. Propagation is by seed, 

although I have rooted several cuttings with decent reliabil-

ity. Butterflies regularly visit the white to light pink cluster 

blooms in the spring. In the fall and winter the berries ripen 

to their magenta best. Birds love the berries as well. During 

the winter migration I’ve seen my beautyberry alive with 

robins refueling. What a joy to watch. I seen blue jays, and 

squirrels eating the ripened berries. This plant can grow 

from sea to shining gulf as it is salt tolerant. 

FUN FACT: Florida crackers knew that fresh, crushed 

leaves of American beautyberry, helped keep biting insects 

away from animals such as horses and mules. Eventually, 

some folks took to mashing the leaves and rubbing the 

residue on their own skins. Recently, scientists have iso-

lated a compound in beautyberry leaves that helps to repel 

mosquitoes and other biting insects.    

 Believe it or not! 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/feb06/mosquito0206.htm   

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/feb06/mosquito0206.htm
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:   P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: P. O. Box 236341, Cocoa, FL 32923-6341 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  PO Box 236341 
  Cocoa, FL 32923-6341 

NOJANUARY PROGRAM DUE TO THE  

2014 SPACE COAST BIRDING & WILDLIFE FESTIVAL  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

www.fnps.org 


