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October 2013 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 

What Is That Fungus Among Us?’ 

The Ten Easy ID’s 

With Dr. Jay Barnhart 
 

Would you like to know what that “thing” is that you find growing on 

your lawn and other places that you explore? 
 

Dr. Jay Barnhart, retired forensic pathologist and avid amateur my-

cologist,  will present “WHAT IS THIS FUNGUS AMONG US? 

THE 10 EASY ID’S” based on local observations in the Space 

Coast area.  Learn mushroom facts, fables, folklore and fun in this 

narrated interactive slide show. 
 

Dr. Barnhart first became interested in wild mushrooms more than 

40 years ago while he was making house calls as a general practi-

tioner in rural Maryland. He  is  a member of  the North  American  

Mycological Association, whose members are referred to as 

“mycophiles”, aka  “fungus-lovers.” Jay prefers to be referred to as 

an “avid mushroom hobbyist” rather than a “fungus expert.”   
 

Dr. Barnhart is retired from his second career as Dade County 

Medical Examiner (Miami CSI.) Jay’s favorite activities include fish-

ing, playing the piano, and giving  presentations about Florida’s lo-

cal natural treasures. Jay has received 2 certifications in the Flor-

ida Master Naturalist Program and is a frequent guide at the En-

chanted Forest, Sebastian Inlet State Park, and the Barrier Island 

Preserve. 
 

Don’t miss Dr. Barnhart’s updated program on fungi!  Socializing 

begins at 6:30pm and the program will follow at 7:00.   Please call 

321-264-5185 for more information or for driving directions to the 

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary.  Sea Rocket programs are free and 

open to the public. 
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(Note: Programs and dates are subject to change; if in doubt, please verify before attending!)  
 

October 4-6—Wings and Wildflowers Festival-Hickory Point Park, Tavares -  

www.wingsandwildflowers.com 
 

October 10—Indian River Lagoon Call to Action-6:00 pm—Dixie Cross-

roads, email bhoelscher@cfl.rr.com for more info. (see page 4 for the flyer) 
 

October 12—Dicerandra Scrub Field Trip—9:00 AM to 12 Noon—Dr. 

Paul Schmalzer will be conducting this hiking experience. See announcement in this 

newsletter for directions. Bring your hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 
 

October 12—Landscaping with Florida Natives Tour—10 AM to 4 PM—

Conradina Chapter presents the fourth annual Landscaping with Natives tour. Maple 

Street Natives have tickets available. (See page 5 for the flyer) 
 

October 12—Sams House on Merritt Island—Taste of the Wild—11:00- 

Elaine Williams presents the paleo diet of Florida's original peoples. 
 

October 14—FNPSConradina Monthly Chapter Meeting– 6:00PM, Mel-

bourne Library. 540 E Fee Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901. Carol Hebert to present. 
 

October 18-19—Keep Brevard Beautiful Sea Bean Symposium—Cocoa 

Beach Library—FREE—Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about Sea Beans; 

www.seabean.com 
 

October 19– Sams House on Merritt Island—Melon Basket Workshop-

Join Master basket maker Becky Selman for an all day workshop where you will cre-

ate and complete a natural materials Melon basket. Class limited to 15, please call to 

reserve your spot to 449-4720.  Small $30 fee covers materials. 
 

October 25—FNPS Sea Rocket Monthly Chapter Meeting—6:30PM, En-

chanted Forest Sanctuary—Dr. Jay Barnhart presenting “What’s That Fungus Among 

Us”, call 321-264-5185 for information. 
 

November 2—Forest Festival & Native Plant Sale! 10AM-4PM, Hold the 

Date, details TBA. Call 321-264-5185 for information. 
 

Florida Trail Association’s Wednesday Hikes to resume in November! 
 

Please send calendar items to David Humphrey at brevcracker@gmail.com  

For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities:  

www.FNPS.com, Events, “Sea Rocket” 

http://www.wingsandwildflowers.com/
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Please see following web pages for details of Broward tree ordinances. 
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=10288&stateid=9&stateName=Florida 
go to Chapter 27 ; Article XIV and read Sec(s) 27-401, 27-404, 27-410 for the complete ordinance. 

http://hurricanecut.com/documents/Broward-PalmTreePRUNING.pdf or 
http://www.broward.org/Regulation/Engineering/Pages/PalmTreeCare.aspx. 
http://hurricanecut.com/ordinances.html 

http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=10288&stateid=9&stateName=Florida
http://hurricanecut.com/documents/Broward-PalmTreePRUNING.pdf
http://www.broward.org/Regulation/Engineering/Pages/PalmTreeCare.aspx
http://hurricanecut.com/ordinances.html
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Here we have  Shari of Sea Rocket (no, she’s not 

wearing white socks, those are her legs!) and 

Vince  of Conradina Chapters working on the 

FLOR 500 Demo Garden that will be dedicated 

at the Wildflower Symposium on 9/28 at EFS. 

In this picture we have Malachi (holding a 

rock). Malachi volunteers for college credits. 

Christopher  looks to be fixing to pick up an 

even bigger rock. Chris volunteers for college.  

This is Tom, our  

co-secretary.  Tom, 

look up man, and 

say hello.  Oh well, 

Tom is a busy man. 

Good job, Tom.  

The “Hill” before the 

clean-up. 

The “Hill” 

After the 

clean-up. 

This is the pond that Martha cleaned up.  

Looking good Martha, Thank you. 
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Sea Rocket Field Trip: Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary 
Saturday October 12, 2013   0900-1200 

 

Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary. This is a joint project of the Brevard County Environmentally Endan-

gered Lands Program and the State of Florida. Vegetation is primarily oak scrub and scrubby flat-

woods with a depression marsh down slope.  Prescribed burns have been conducted on the site 

since acquisition. The endemic Dicerandra thinicola occurs here and should be in flower. 
 

Directions: 

Parking is limited at the site. We will meet at the Indian River Plaza Shopping Center. Park at the 

western (former K-Mart) corner of the shopping center and we will car pool to the site. 
 

1) US 1 to St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway). West on St. Rt. 50 to Indian River Plaza Shopping Center. 
 

OR 2) I-95 to Titusville, St. Rt. 50 exit. East on St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway) to Indian River Plaza 

Shopping Center.  

Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 

FNPS Sea Rocket General Meeting 

Enchanted Forest Sanctuary ~ September 25, 2013 
Submitted by Tom McLeod, Secretary 

 

FNPS Sea Rocket meeting called to order by Co-President Shari Blissett-Clark at 7:04pm.  
 

Shari welcomed everyone back to monthly meetings and introduced the Board members that were 

present. 
 

Martha Pessaro gave the financial report: total deposits of $6,559.23.   
 

Shari Blissett-Clark made several announcements. 
 

The nursery "crew" has worked hard through the summer heat.  Thanks to those who give so much 

to our Chapter: Ron Chicone headed the plant sale at MIWA which was very successful, Tom 

McLeod, Susan Eggler, Karen Gaddy, Duane Gaddy, Myra Brubaker, Suzanne Meyer, David Hum-

phrey, Nancy Escoffier, Martha Pessaro, Louanne Marletta,  
 

There will be a plant raffle after the program. 
 

Shari reminded everyone to sign and distribute petitions supporting the " Water and Land Conser-

vation" amendment.  
 

Bill Klein introduced the speaker, Dr. Rachel Wentz.  Dr. Wentz has been a firefighter, EMT, and is 

an Anthropologist.  She has done extensive work on the Windover site and written several essays 

and books.   
 

Brief Summary of "Florida on Fire" 

Humans have utilized fire for over 500,000 y and this may separate humans from "non-humans".  

Fire has changed human culture in almost every aspect including anatomy.  Fire has had a funda-

mental role in Florida ranging from habitat maintenance to destructive urban fires.  Prehistoric Flo-

ridians used fire to cook, as a hunting aid, for pottery, and tempering stone tools.  In current times 

fire is still necessary for certain habitats. For additional information her blog is rachelwentz-

books.blogspot.com 
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55PM 
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Community Cor 

 

This is why we do  
what we do… 

 

Just wanted to send kudos to Sea Rocket volunteers.  I know you’ve 
worked hard to ready the garden for the Wildflower Symposium but I 
wanted to share this with you.  This past Friday 20 or more children 
were out in the garden looking for butterflies as part of the home 
school class held at the Enchanted Forest. The firebush in the front 
and the one at the bottom of the steps were a "beehive" of activity 
for butterflies.  This group are the next generation of botanists! 
Joe Swingle and Sarah Kraum were the naturalist who taught the 
children about host plants and nectar plants for the butterflies.  Then 
they took the class into Enchanted Forest garden. Thank you, volun-
teers, for all your hard work!  There was standing room only for the 
class. There are some new kids on the block that love Mother Na-
ture.  Great job! ~ Maureen O'Connell 

Thank you for your  

contributions 

Madeline K
linko  don

ated tropi
cal 

sage, and 
dotted hor

semint. 

Marlys Bre
ckle and B

ill Klein 
donated 

25 small C
oonties. 

Ruth and J
ay Barnhar

t for dona
ting Sea 

Grapes. 

Nancy dona
ted Elderb

erries, Pr
ickly 

Pear, and 
a Laurel O

ak. 

The Pond is Clean!   

Fall cleanup of the Pond was completed by 
Martha Pessaro. Martha put in 6 hrs on 
Sunday, September 15th. The pond is 
happy.—-Thank you Martha. 

A FREE DAY at Green Images.  

I say “free day” because it was a day to 

spend the Florida Wildflower Founda-

tion grant money that we (Sea Rocket) 

were awarded. Shari was like a kid in a 

candy shop, standing in the middle of  

acres of native plants, and having $500 

to spend. 
 

After walking the entire  

nursery and pulling plants,  

we loaded two trucks full to  

the top, and had money to  

spare.  
 

Our day started at 1:00 and  

ended after 5:00. It was a  

long day, but a successful  

day!  ~ Dave Humphrey 

News from the Board meeting.  We had a tremendous turnout for the “Grand Planting” of the Florida Wildflower Federa-tion grant in preparation for the Wildflower Symposium of Sept 28th.  We had eight vol-unteers  , Karen, Louanne, Shari, Made-line, Nancy, Dave, Chris (who volunteers for college), Malachi (who volunteers for college credit) ready to work. To each one digging, watering, transporting and planning, a huge thank you. Shari reported that 200 plants were planted. Karen and her crew are watering daily to keep things green. What a team. Y’all are the best! 
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Get your native  

plants here! 

green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Elliott's Lovegrass 
Eragrostis elliottii     

 er-uh-GROS-tis   el-ee-OT-ee-eye 
Poaceae (Gramineae) 
By David Humphrey 

 

Elliot’s Lovegrass, 

an interesting 

name for a grass 

that is not hard to 

love. On its own, 

this grass can be 

found in flatwoods 

with its sandy, well 

drained soils and 

even to wet prai-

ries. It can do well 

in low nutrient 

soils, such as the 

sand hill type.  
 

This grass is a low 

grower, maybe up to three feet. It consumes as 

much ground below as it uses space above. Some 

consider it a ground cover and it’s eye catching 

when planted en masse.   
 

The grass spreads by division or seed...if the birds 

leave any!  It also serves as a larval host for the 

Zebulon Skipper.  
 

Elliott’s lovegrass thrives in full sun, and it can take 

some salt spray. It will add an interesting textural 

contrast to a wildflower garden. For larger gar-

dens, it can serve as a border planting, or as an 

accent plant.  
 

As many grasses will do, 

Elliott’s will go dormant in 

the winter at which time it 

can be trimmed to encour-

age new growth and to 

keep it neat looking.  

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:   P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: P. O. Box 236341, Cocoa, FL 32923-6341 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  PO Box 236341 
  Cocoa, FL 32923-6341 

Wednesday, October  23, 2013 at 6:30 PM 

“The Fungus Among Us”- The 10 Easy ID’s” 
With  Dr. Jay Barnhart 

 

Sea Rocket Programs are always free and open to the public! 

www.fnps.org 


