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Wednesday, June 23, 2010 ~ 7:00pm  

Hold Your Breath!  Ecosystem Responses to Double,  
Ambient Atmospheric CO 2! 

with Dr. Ross Hinkle  
 

Dr. Ross Hinkle will present a discussion of the response of natural ecosystems to in-
creasing carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere based upon historical re-
search at Kennedy Space Center and ongoing research at the University of Central 
Florida. 
 

Dr. C. Ross Hinkle received his BA in Biology from Warren Wilson College, Swanna-
noa, NC, in 1970 and his MS and Ph.D. in Ecology from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, in 1975 and 1978.  Dr. Hinkle is currently Professor and Chair of the Depart-
ment of Biology at the University of Central Florida (UCF) in Orlando.  Prior to moving to 
UCF, he served over 24 years in various research and management roles at Kennedy 
Space Center (KSC).  He left KSC in 2007 as Vice President and Chief Scientist for 
Dynamac Corporation which held the Life Science Services Contract with NASA.  
He was awarded the NASA Public Service Medal for his efforts in establishing ecologi-
cal research at Kennedy Space Center.   
 

Dr. Hinkle's primary research interests are in plant ecology, landscape ecology, and 
applied conservation biology. From 1994 - 2007 he served as co-principal investigator 
of a multi-discipline team of scientists who experimentally evaluated ecosystem re-
sponses to double ambient atmospheric CO2 including ecosystem carbon dynamics, 
biomass production, ecosystem water dynamics, ecosystem response to fire, nutrient 
cycling, and ecosystem structural components. He continues that research at UCF 
where he directs the Ecosystem Processes and Services Laboratory.  
 

Dr. Hinkle is a member of a team of scientists who are designing and implementing the 
National Ecological Observatory Network with the National Science Foundation to ad-
dress national priorities for ecological research. He has been an active member of the 
Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands Selection and Management Com-
mittee since 1990 and has held offices in the Society of Wetland Scientists, the Ecologi-
cal Society of America, and the Association of Southeastern Biologists. He is a member 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences, Florida Academy of Sci-
ences, The Nature Conservancy, Society of Wetland Scientists, Southern Appalachian 
Botanical Society, The Society for Conservation Biology, and the Ecological Society of 
America (ESA.) He has been certified as a Senior Ecologist with ESA since 1984.  Dr. 
Hinkle has published over 80 scientific papers.   
 

For more information about this program, contact Debbie Springer at 321-745-2192. 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.  

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving North & Central Brevard County  
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UPCOMING EVENTS & THINGS TO DO 
                                                                                                                     

Every Thursday   Sea Rocket Nursery Workday, 9:30am, Suzanne Meyer,  
    321-264-4922 
 

Every Tuesday   Deadheaders Garden Volunteers, The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary,  
    9:00am, call 321 -264-5185 for information  
 

Tuesday, June 1   Indian Mound Sanctuary Plant Survey, 10am, Call 321 -264-5185 
 

Thursday, June 3   Make Oyster Mats, Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 12 ~ 2pm  
    Call 321-264-5185 
 

Saturday, June 5   Sea Rocket Plant Sale, Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 9am ~ 4pm,  
    Call Suzanne at 321 -264-4922 
 

Saturday, June 5   Ace Hardware Pond Tour, Maps available at Ace Hardware on  
    Merritt Island, 1005 N. Courtenay Parkway,  
    Call Kim at 321 -452-3484 
 

Saturday, June 5   Florida Trail Association National Trail Days Picnic,  
    Orlando Wetlands Park, 9am ~ 3pm, Call Richard at 321 -638-8804 
 

Wednesday, June 9  Sea Rocket Board Meeting, Time and Location TBA, Call  
    Suzanne Meyer, 321 -264-4922 
  

Friday, June 18   Make Oyster Mats, Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 12 ~ 2pm  
    Call 321-264-5185 
 

Sunday, June 20   Fatherôs Day 
 

Monday, June 21   First Day of Summer  
 

Wednesday, June 23  Sea Rocket Meeting, Hold Your Breath! Ecosystem Responses to 
    Double, Ambient Atmospheric CO 2, Dr. Ross Hinkle, The Enchanted 
    Forest Sanctuary, 7pm, Call Debbie at 321 -745-2192 
 

Thursday, June 24   Friends of the Enchanted Forest Meeting, The Ambrosia Beetle & 
    Laurel Wilt Disease, Linda Seals, The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, 
    6pm, Call 321 -264-5185  
 

Submit items for future Calendars to Shari Blissett Clark, jclark109@cfl.rr.com  

 
Rain or Shine! Bring a covered dish to share! 

Live Music!  

Oyster Mats!  

Games!  
Saturday, July 17, 2010 

The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary 

11:00am ~ 3:00pm 
RSVP to Shari at jclark109@cfl.rr.com 



The Florida Native Plant Society was recognized by Governor Charlie Crist 
and his Cabinet for 30 years of service to the State of Florida.  FNPS is on the 

�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�Q�W�V����
and protect and restore the ecosystems that support them.  

Congratulations to all Florida Native Plant Society members! 

 

Mystery plant  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you know The Name of this 
Florida native ?  

Email your best guess to:  

jclark109@cfl.rr.com 
 

Winners * will receive a Florida  

native plant for their garden!  
* Must be present at the June meeting to claim prize 

 

~ Congratulations ~  
to our May Winner ! 

 

Jim Escoffier  
 

Jim correctly identified Asimina pygmea, 
Dwarf Paw-Paw 

JUINE 2010 

FNPS accepts a  
Resolution recognizing 30 
years of service to Florida 

 

Pictured left to right: 
Bill McCollum, Attorney 

General, Charlie Crist, 
Governor, Alex Sink,  

Chief Financial Officer, 
Charles Bronson, Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, Gene 

Kelly, FNPS President,  
Nia Wellendorf, FNPS 

Conference Chair, and 
Kariena Veaudry, FNPS 

Executive Director 

May Meeting Minutes  
Submitted by Shari Blissett Clark for Ginny Blaetz  

 

President Suzanne Meyer called the May meeting to order at 
7:05pm.  After welcoming everyone, she asked for a motion to 
approve the March meeting minutes as published in the newslet-
ter.  Dr. Schmalzer made the motion and Debbie Springer sec-
onded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

�%�H�W�W�\���3�D�J�H���J�D�Y�H���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I������������
through 5/26 as follows: 
 Beginning balance: $4,079.52 
 Receipts:    1,521.54 
 Expenditures:    1,978.71 
 Current balance: $3,622.36 
 

�'�H�E�E�L�H���6�S�U�L�Q�J�H�U���P�D�G�H���D���P�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W���W�K�H���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W��
and Dr. Schmalzer seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Suzanne Meyer made some additional announcements, and 
then turned the meeting over to Vice President Debbie Springer, 
who introduced Dr. Teresa Cooper. 
 

�'�U�����&�R�R�S�H�U�¶�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�&�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���%�U�R�P�H��
�O�L�D�G���:�H�H�Y�L�O���´���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���������Q�D�W�L�Y�H���E�U�R�P�H�O�L�D�G��
species in Florida and the exotic pest that is attacking them.  The 
�0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���E�U�R�P�H�O�L�D�G���Z�H�H�Y�L�O���K�D�V���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���S�U�H�G�D�W�R�U���L�Q���L�W�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
range, a parasitic fly named Lixadmontia franki. Dr. Cooper led 
the meeting attendees through the life cycle stages of both the 
weevil and the fly, and explained the interactions between these 
two insects and the bromeliads. 
 

Then Debbie Springer introduced the second speaker, Jay  
Thurrott, who discussed Bromeliad taxonomy and growing tech-
niques.  He recommended a recently published book entitled 
�³�1�D�W�L�Y�H���%�U�R�P�H�O�L�D�G�V���R�I���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�´���E�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�V���+�D�U�U�\���/�X�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G��
David Benzing.   He showed several varieties of bromeliads from 
his collection, including T. utriculata, T. usneoides, and T. fas-
ciculata.  
 

Several door prizes were given out and the meeting was ad-
journed at 9:00pm 
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