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Refreshments -Music - Silent Auction 

Please rsvp by January 2 to Martha.Pessaro@
brevardfl.gov or DHunt125@aol.com

Friday, January 4, 5:30 to 8:00p.m.                      
Sams House 

Join us for the sixth annual general membership 
meeting for friends and volunteers of the Pine Island 
Conservation Area (PICA) and Sams House.

General Membership 
and 

Volunteer Recognition Reception

Donations for the silent auction are welcomed. Please drop off items 
to the Sams House on January 2 or 3.

 The 22nd annual Space Coast Birding and Wildlife 
Festival will be held January 23 to 28, 2019.  This 
event is the largest birding and wildlife festival in the 
U.S.  Field trips are planned to include many diverse 
habitats, wildlife and natural history.  Brevard County 
EEL Sanctuaries including Sams House and the Pine 
Island Conservation Area (PICA) are included in the 
festival venues.
lOwls of Florida, Sams House, Thurs., Jan. 24, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
lSouth Pine Flatwoods Hike, PICA, Sat.,Jan 26, 10:00 
a.m.-noon 
lTrailer Tour PICA Saltmarsh & Pine Flatwoods, 
Sun.,Jan 27 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Registration for these and many more events is available on 
the Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival website: http://
www.spacecoastbirdingandwildlifefestival.org/ 

Space Coast Birding and 
Wildlife Festival Jan. 23-28

8th Annual Pioneer Day Festival 
Saturday, February 9

 Sams House and St. Luke’s - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
      The 8th annual Pioneer Day festival, co-hosted by the 
Pine Island Preservation Society/Sams House and St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church nearby, will be held on Saturday, February 
9. The event is open 10 am – 4 pm. 
  Historical exhibits, living history demonstrations, 
presentations, vendors, art booths, live music, great food 
and more are featured as we honor Brevard’s early pioneers 
and celebrate our wonderful Pine Island Conservation 
Area (PICA), part of Brevard County’s Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program. Parking is available at both 
locations with shuttles provided. $1 donation is requested. 
      At St. Luke’s learn about early settlers from Sams family 
descendants in period attire as they take on the role of 
individuals in an historic cemetery stroll, feast on homemade 
soups and a fish fry. 
     At Sams House/PICA exhibits feature Florida history and 
historic encampments with re-enactors, a pioneer parade led 
by drum and fife, archaeology and anthropology, spinning 
wool demonstrations, guided nature hikes, baby goats, live 
bats, 1888 Sams house tours with antiques on display, a 
crafts fair and farmer’s market as well as many handmade 
items. The 1875 Sams Cabin will be open for visitors. Local 
historical societies and nonprofit exhibitors will have  booths. 
Enjoy toe-tapping music by The Celery City String Band 
and other live musicians. Food trucks will provide lunch and 
kettle corn. For more information visit www.mipioneerday.
com and www.facebook.com/pioneerdaymerrittisland.       

Photo from Pioneer Day 2018

Seasons Greetings
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Pollinator Path and Pavilion 
Is Newest Attraction

Welcome Naturalist, 
Alex Schilling!

Upcoming Sams House Programs

    The new Pollinator Pathway and pavilion are complete, 
and interpretive signs about bees, birds, flies, butterflies, 
beetles, as well as citrus, mango and pineapple are in place.  
The project was funded through a National Recreation Park 
Association and Walt Disney competition “Meet Me at the 
Park” grant with supplemental funding from the Pine Island 
Preservation Society.   
      Gopher tortoise, Olmsted, is shown entering his burrow on 
the bottom right of photo above.  He is named after Frederick 
Law Olmsted, an American landscape architect, journalist, 
social  critic, public administrator, considered to be the father 
of American landscape architecture...famous for co-designing 
many well-known urban parks including Central Park, NY, and 
Cadwalader Park, Trenton, NJ.l Holiday Inspired Lunch  -  Fri., Dec. 14, 10:0 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Sams descendant Chef Sandee will lead a hands on holiday meal 
prep and feast. Materials cost $14. Call to sign up 321 449-4720.
l Master Naturalist Hike -  Sun., Dec. 16, 10:00 a.m. to noon. 
Cruickshank Sanctuary.Rockledge. Register by calling 321 449-4720.
l Dino-mite Craft Day -  Sat., Dec. 22, 11:00-12:00 p.m. and 
1:00-2:00 p.m. Stop by Sams House to make your own fossil craft, 
which make DINOMITE gifts.
l Scavenger Hunt - Fri.,  Dec. 28, 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Participants who finish the scavenger hunt receive a prize.

 

      We are very fortunate to welcome a new naturalist 
to the Sams House staff, Alexandria Schilling. 
     Alex Schilling is originally from New York and 
grew up in the Brevard County area. She attended 
The University of Central Florida and received her 
bachelors degree in Environmental Sciences.  She has 
worked with the UCF Marine Turtle Research Group 

on the Archie 
Carr Refuge.   
She has been 
t e a c h i n g 
environmental 
education for 
Parks and 
Recreation for 
the last 2 years.  
She enjoys 
getting outdoors 
and teaching 
about the 
environment.

Alex Schilling

Sams House Featured 
on “Florida on a Tankful”

     Martha Pessaro, Education Coordinator at the Sams House, 
was recently featured on the Channel 13 program “Florida on a 
Tankful.”  Dressed in period clothing, Martha can be seen strolling 
along the paths explaining the history of the Sams family and their 
homestead. Check out this beautifully done episode on http://
www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2018/11/23/florida-on-a-
tankful--sams-house-at-pine-island

    Amazon Smile (same as Amazon) donates 0.5% to charitable 
organizations. When you make a purchase, please choose Pine 
Island Preservation Society or 45-4898209 as your charity of choice.  
Funds will be deposited to our account twice a year. :~)

Amazon Smile Donates to Us!

This chart shows visitation at the Sams House Nature Center from 2012 to now.  It 
does not reflect visitors to the PICA from Pine Island Road or other regional areas.
Calendar Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

less Dec.

General Visitation 2991 4282 4753 4750 6745 12922 12393

Study Trips 542 1344 1807 2003 2124 2323 1881

Saturday Programs 928 1012 1901 2683 3068 2643 2741

Hikes 240 193 156 108 332 326 182

House/Cabin tours 244 388 704 783 1592 2642 1468

Room Rentals 191 333 650 900 720 735 1034

Camping 24 267 70 94 128 13 142

Offsite 554 233 291 1315 964 1087 3389

Total visitors 5714 8052 10332 12616 15673 22691 23230

Visitation Continues to Increase
        When the Sams House Nature Center first opened to 
the public, the most common comment, besides “what a 
beautiful place this is,” was “I didn’t even know you were 
here.”  Now visitors continue to discover this gem of the 
County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program. Below 
are statistics showing the growth in visitation as more outreach 
and educational programs become available. Keep spreading 
the word.
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  Sams House Nature Center Hosts Wide Variety of Events

 h The NMIHOA held it’s annual picnic at the Sams 
House again this year. Shown above are children enjoying 
a tug of war competition.

  During a recent homeschool 
session, students learned 
about bats and went 
searching for bats in the 
bathouse on the grounds 
of the Sams House Nature 
Center.           g

    h A dinosaur-themed birthday party for an 8-year-old 
girl wearing a shiny dinosaur shirt was held in the pavilion. 
Shown above are dinosaur topped cupcakes and excited 
children paying games around the outside exhibits. 

h Participants in the Creatures of the Lagoon program 
get to make their own hat featuring the water creatures 
they study.

h Gopher  Tortoises 
are seen everywhere!!   
Placement of displays 
and construction projects 
always are redirected 
around their burrows. This 
one was walking along the 
interpretive trail sidewalk 
not caring that there were 
visitors there too.

.  Board member, Liz Mandeville has 
established a new “Square” sysem to process 
cabin sales and track inventory.  

New Commemorative “Sams House” Ornament Available
 Since 1999, the  
Zonta Club of 
Melbourne has 
selected an historic 
Brevard landmark 
as the image for a 
holiday ornament.            
 This year the 
Sams House 
and cabin is the 
honored selection. 
The 2018 ornament 
is available for sale 
in the Sams  Cabin 
store or at Meehans 
Office Products, 

Melbourne, or from www.zontaspacecoast.org The cost is 
$25 for the hanging ornament, or $30 with a display stand.



Pine Island Preservation Society 

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;  

John Schantzen, vice president; 
Elaine Leclerc, secretary; 
Darleen Hunt, treasurer 

 
Tom McFarland, Diane Stees; 

Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs; 
Debbie Richard, Elaine Williams, 

Liz Mandeville, 
Josie Neal, 

and Barb Venuto
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membership application
Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist 
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of 
Brevard County, Florida.
Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________

Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:        oNew            oRenewal

o Senior (55+)  $10
o Senior Couple (55+) $15
o Individual   $15
o Supporting   $50
o Senior Couple Supporting $75

o Student   $10
o Family   $20
o Sams Descendants $10
o Patron           $1000
o Life              $250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl $500
o Eagle             $1000
o Mastodon              $5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region;  Ron 
Chicone, EEL Asst. Land Manager for Central Region; Martha 
Pessaro, Sams Education Center Coordinator; Corianne Conway, and 
Alex Schilling, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be reached at 
321 449-4720. 
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts 
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at 
this new address:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.

Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety

Contact Information

Rick English
President
Pine Island Preservation Society

President’s Thoughts...

 www.pipsmi.com

The purpose of PIPS is to promote 
conservation, awareness, and 
apprecition of the Pine Island 

Conservation Area and to provide 
assistance to the Environmentally 
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program

PIPS is a private non-profit
 501(c)(3) organization. 

Contributions are deductable under 
Sec. 170 of the IRS Code. 

Dave Rich of North Brevard Business Directory  www.nbbd.com 
has created a fabulous web page on his site for the Sams House at 
Pine Island Conservation Area.  You can log on directly to the site at 
www.nbbd.com/godo/sanctuaries/SamsHouse/

     Holiday Greetings to our dear friends 
of the Sams House and the Pine Island 
Conservation Area!
 Along with this season of holiday 
festivities, we are also in the midst 
of  preparing our annual membership 
meeting planned for  January 4, and our annual Pioneer Day 
Festival on Feburary 9, which is attended by 1500 or more 
visitors each year.  
 In preparation for our annual membership meeting, 
I have appointed a nominating committee to establish a slate 
of  candidates for our annual election of members to the 
Board of Directors.  Board members serve a two year term.  
If you know of someone who would like to become involved 
by serving on the Pine Island Preservation Society Board, 
please contact me at rle52@aol.com or 321 453-5522.
 Do visit our lovely new Pollinator Pathway exhibit. 
The cabin gift store features some new items including the 
Sams House ornaments which are a beautiful gift item and 
are selling like hot cakes.
 Finally, as the year closes, don’t forget to renew 
your membership using the form below. PIPS support to the 
Sams House and the PICA is made possible by our new and 
continuing memberships and our dedicated volunteers. 
 Holiday best wishes to you and yours,


