
The Orlando Wetlands Park has come a 
long way since 1986 when it was first 
constructed. Back then, the City of Orlando 

faced the challenge of a growing population and 
the subsequent increase in wastewater treatment 
and disposal needs. The Iron Bridge Wastewater 
Treatment Facility had gone on-line in 1982 but 
had soon reached maximum allowable EPA limits 
for nutrient discharge. To solve this problem, the 
Orlando Easterly Wetlands (the formal wastewater 
name for the Park) was constructed to use man-
made wetlands to remove nutrients from wastewater 
before being discharged into the environment. 

The City of Orlando selected a site in Christmas, 
Florida, for the location of the wetlands project. 
Historically the site had been a wet prairie 
dotted with hardwood swamps and hammocks. 
However, in the early 20th century, the land was 
ditched and drained for agricultural development. 
When the City of Orlando purchased the land, 
the agreement retained hunting rights for the 
original land owners to utilize every year between 
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November 15th and January 31st for 50 years.  
In early the 1990s, Mayor Bill Frederick visited the 

Orlando Easterly Wetlands and quickly recognized 
its beauty and natural value.  After all, it was one of 
the first large scale advanced wastewater treatment 
wetlands in the world and has proven successful 
in meeting treatment goals while restoring 
wetland ecosystems and providing beneficial 
wildlife habitat. The idea was then borne to open 
it as a park for public education and enjoyment. 

Since opening to the public, thousands of 
people have visited the Orlando Wetlands Park, 
such as hikers, birders, scouts, students, tourists, 

scientists, educators, cyclists, nature enthusiasts, 
and so many more. Requests for educational 
tours, internships, volunteer opportunities, 
and public programs have skyrocketed. Folks 
have especially wanted to access the park 
during weather is cooler and peak birding 
season. However, this has not been possible 
due to the park’s annual winter closure per the 
original land purchasing agreement—until now. 

In December of 2015, the City of Orlando purchased 
the remaining 22 years’ worth of hunting rights, 
appraised at $400,000. Beginning February 1st of 
2016, the park will be open year round. Now, more 
visitors will be able to experience and learn about the 
unique and valuable role of the Orlando Wetlands 
Park in helping to polish reclaimed water and protect 
downstream waterways and wetland ecosystems. We 
are excited that this opportunity enables us to share 
with more people how environmental conservation 
and public works operations can work hand in 
hand at the Orlando Wetlands Park. Come visit us 
and spread the word—we are now open year round! 
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around the Park

THE “SNOW” BIRDS ARE HERE! 
Cooler weather brings an abundance of birds to 
winter at the Orlando Wetlands Park. Be on the 
lookout for White Pelicans, Northern Pintails, 
Caspian Terns, and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, to 
name a few.

YOU MAY NOTICE
signs throughout the park advising guests to 
stay off the berms. These are beds that have 
been recently planted with a wetland wildflower 
seed mix. This grant funded project has been 
made possible by the Viva Florida Wildflower 
Foundation Grant and the Friends of the Orlando 
Wetlands. We look forward to the beautiful 
blooms and interesting wildlife they will attract!

HAVE YOU EXPLORED 
the North Woods Branch Trail? This often 
overlooked path offers a different view of the 
Orlando Wetlands Park—lush mesic hammocks 
filled with palm and oak trees, epiphytes, and 
other native plants. Numerous small birds and 
other wildlife make this quiet and shaded trail 
their home. Take a 35 minute stroll along the trail 
and see a different side of the Wetlands Park.

FEELING TIRED 
while hiking around the park? Want a place to sit 
and admire the park’s vistas? Enjoy the benches 
that are dotted around the park. Volunteers have 
recently spruced up areas around some of the 
benches by planting Wax Myrtles and Muhly 
Grass. 

VOLUNTEERS SCATTERED WILDFLOWER SEEDS 
ALONG BERM SLOPES ON DECEMBER 2, 2015
PHOTO BY JACKIE ROLLY

THIS WHITE-TAILED DEER WAS 
SPOTTED IN THE PARK.
PHOTO BY PAULETTE SIMONE

WHITE PELICAN 
PHOTO BY MARY KEIM



2015 WAS A BUSY YEAR! 
We had a total of 9,057 visitors who signed in to our visitor log. 
Volunteers conducted 224 tours that served 774 guests. Thank 
you to our Friends of the Orlando Wetlands volunteers who 
contributed over 3,200 hours this past year. Numerous groups 
toured the park as well, such as Rollins College, University of 
Central Florida, Ronald McNair Magnet Middle School, Duke TIP 
program, Lake Silver Elementary, Camelot Elementary, Orange 
Audubon, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Trace Academy, 
Double R School and more!IN REVIEW
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A fter nearly 30 years of continuous 
operation, the Wetlands Pumping 
station, is getting a facelift.  Contractor 

Wharton-Smith of Sanford, FL kicked off the 
project in November 2015.  They installed 
a new 48” main line valve, thus connecting 
the public reuse water line to Wetlands Park 
pipeline.  The entire Wetlands Pumping Station 
will also undergo a major transformation 
with new electrical service and switch gear 
along with the installation of state of the art 
automation controls.  The 4 inefficient 150 
horsepower (hp) pumps will be replaced with 
3 variable speed 600hp pumps and 3 variable 
speed 60hp pumps, giving the station a total 
capability of 37.7 million gallons per day.  
When pumping is combined with the public 
access reuse Iron Bridge will be able to send 
the Wetlands Park a whopping 54 million 
gallons of water per day.  The entire project will 
cost 6.4 million dollars and is expected to be 
complete by mid-August 2016. -By Mark Sees

L ast October, UCF students in Professor 
Emily Heider’s CHM 3120L Analytical 
Chemistry Lab toured the Orlando 

Wetlands Park to collect water samples along 
the north flow train: at the inflow, deep 
marsh (structure 3Y), mixed marsh (13Y), and 
outflow canal. In their lab, they measured total 
dissolved and suspended solids, pH, chloride 
ion and phosphorous, and their results were 
consistent with values routinely measured 
at the park. Their culminating analysis was 
the measurement of sucralose, the artificial 
sweetener found in Splenda. When consumed, 
sucralose is entirely excreted. The students 
measured an average water concentration of 22 
micrograms per liter. Of the whole experience, 
one student commented, “I’m glad I was 
enrolled in the section that performed the 
water analysis of the wetlands park. It was very 
interesting and helped me prepare for real world 
applications. More labs should target industrial 
techniques like this to better prepare students 
for jobs after college.”-By Emily Heider

A “SWEETENED” LAB AT 
ORLANDO WETLANDS PARK
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CHEMISTRY STUDENTS FROM  
UCF COLLECT WATER SAMPLES  
AT ORLANDO WETLANDS PARK.

PHOTO BY EMILY HEIDER

MAJOR OVERHAUL 
FOR PUMP STATION



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:
Georgia Wilson
G eorgia Wilson has been a long time 

visitor to the Wetlands Park where she 
met fellow volunteers, Reinhard and 

Jutta Geisler. They shared their knowledge 
and love of birds and photography and 
encouraged Georgia to become a volunteer.  
Georgia states that she loves everything about 
the park; “I like that is serves a great purpose 
and by doing that it provides a wonderful 
habitat for so many birds and animals. There 
is always something different to see…it is such 
a diverse environment so it appeals to many 
people for many reasons.” Georgia also loves 
“showing people around the park”. There are 
even some annual visitors from England with 
whom she keeps in contact on a regular basis.

You can find Georgia volunteering in the 
education center, giving tours, and helping 
with the annual Wetlands Festival. She’s 
also helped behind the scenes by painting 
bird houses, creating audio presentations, 
and contributing photographs. Her photo 
of an Osprey was selected to be used in 
this year’s Wetlands Festival flyer! Georgia 
enjoys wildlife photography and travel. 
She has been to the Galapagos Islands 
and Rocky Mountain National Park and 
will soon visit Yellowstone. When not 
enjoying the therapeutic benefits of nature, 
Georgia works as a Licensed Mental Health 
Counselor in an Adolescent Psychiatric Unit. 

Thank you Georgia for all that you do!

“Volunteering [at the Orlando Wetlands Park] is so wonderful.   
We get to be in a place that we love and we get to share that with  
others – how awesome!” – Georgia Wilson

Welcome New Volunteers!
The Orlando Wetlands 

Park welcomes the newest 
Friends of the Orlando 
Wetlands Volunteers.

Friends of the 
Orlando Wetlands

The Friends of the Orlando 
Wetlands (FOW) is a citizen 
support organization for the 

City of Orlando’s Orlando 
Wetlands Park. Its mission is 
to assist the City of Orlando 

employees in providing 
educational opportunities to 

increase community awareness, 
support and appreciation of the 

park and its wildlife.

Paulette Goulet Alber Fares



WILDFLOWER CORNER

BUTTERFLY SPOTLIGHT  Tailed Skippers

W inter is often a difficult time to observe 
butterflies in most of the country 
due to the colder temperatures.  

But in Florida, including Orlando Wetlands 
Park, butterflies can be observed flying on 
winter days if microclimates exceed 60 degrees.

The two tailed skippers in the park are the 
Long-tailed Skipper (Urbanus proteus) and the 
Dorantes Longtail (Urbanus dorantes).  The 
adults of both species have long “tails” on their 
hind wings, fly year-round and are common 
in the park.  The Long-tailed Skipper is easily 
distinguished from the Dorantes Longtail 
dorsally by the bluish-green scales on the body 
and ventrally by a bolder wing pattern of brown 
and black.  Flight is similar in both and both 
species nectar on a variety of wildflowers.

Caterpillar host plants are in the Pea 
Family (Fabaceae).  Host plants abundant 
in the park for both tailed skippers 
include Ticktrefoils (Desmodium spp.) 
and Hairypod Cowpea (Vigna lutea).

While exploring the park, look for these tailed 
skippers nectaring on flowers along the berms.

T wo winter bloomers in Orlando 
Wetlands Park are Burrmarigold a.k.a. 
Smooth Beggarticks (Bidens laevis) 

and Smallfruit Beggarticks (Bidens mitis) in 
the Aster Family (Asteraceae).  These Florida 
native wildflowers grow to about 4 feet in 
height and both have yellow heads.  They are 
related to the ever-present, white-flowered 
Beggarticks (Bidens alba) (see Wildflower 
Corner in the Feb.-Mar. 2015 newsletter).  
Burrmarigold has ovate, simple leaves 
and will form mats along the water’s edge.  
Smallfruit Beggarticks has narrow, sometimes 
divided leaves and grows in damp soils.    

These yellow Bidens species provide cover and 
an abundance of seeds for OWP’s wildlife.  They 

Long-Tailed Skipper Dorantes Longtail

also attract many nectar-seeking pollinators, 
including native bees and butterflies.  

Look for these wonderful bursts of 
yellow in the winter wetlands landscape.

Text and photos by 
 Randy Snyder and Mary Keim

Text and photos by 
 Randy Snyder and Mary Keim

 (DORSAL VIEW)

 (VENTRAL VIEW)  (VENTRAL VIEW)

 (DORSAL VIEW)

Yellow Bidens



GREEN VENTURE SURPRISE:
16,415.5 SQUARE FEET
WEDNESDAYS

FRIDAYS
3 PLANTS FOR $10
$4 EACH

F OW’s Green Venture will once again 
sell a small array of native plants on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. The hope is to 

expand wildlife mini-corridor corners in yards 
throughout our community by introducing 
and selling native plants to homeowners.  
In its first seven months last year, Green 
Venture reports 16,415.5 square feet of new 
wildlife habitat developed in Central Florida 
neighborhoods.  As Doug Tallamy writes, 
“Chances are, you have never thought of your 
yard as a wildlife preserve that represents the 
last chance we have for sustaining plants and 
animals that were once common throughout 
Florida.”  Begin a mini-corridor corner in 
your yard with a host plant and a nectar plant. 

– Sandy Bauerschmidt

9 TO NOON

9 TO 3 P.M.

FROM MAY 15 - DEC 23, 2015

BENEFITS: LESS POLLUTANTS, CREATES SHELTER, POLLINATES, FEEDS BIRDS 

16,415.5 
OF NEW WILDLIFE
HABITAT IN NEIGHBORHOODS

39 HABITATS
CREATED

83 PLANTS 
SOLD

SQFT. 



FREE CHILDREN’S 
SENSORY HIKE!
COME DISCOVER THE FUN 
OF HIKING AT ORLANDO 
WETLANDS PARK  
MARCH 25, 2016, 10 TO 11:30 A.M.
The children’s sensory hike will discover the 
sights, sounds and smells of the Orlando 
Wetlands park. Come find out what scents 
are along the trail. What can you see? What 
do a sweetgum seed, beauty berry leaf and 
bark from a musclewood tree feel like? This 
introductory walk will find the Florida state 
tree and consider what wildlife enjoys it.

Children must be accompanied by adults. 
Ages 5 and up.

CLOTHING: Closed toe shoes, long 
pants, hat, sunglasses

BRING:  water, sunscreen, bug spray, 
snack, camera

WHERE:  meet at Orlando Wetlands park 
Educational Building

EDUCATION CENTER 
EXHIBIT:BIRDS OF THE 
ORLANDO WETLANDS
The Wetlands Park Education Center will 
feature a seasonal display during the months 
of February and March titled: Birds of the 
Orlando Wetlands. Stop in and visit the center. 
Incredible photographs by the Friends of the 
Orlando Wetlands will be displayed!

happenings

FREE TRAM 
TOURS AVAILABLE
Come take a tour of the Wetlands! Friends 
of the Orlando Wetlands will be available for 
tram tours each Friday and Saturday from 
9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Tram tours will also be 
available on these select dates: Opening day 
on Monday, February 1, and Sunday, February 
7 and 14. The Tram Tour seating capacity is 
15 people on a first-come, first-served basis. 
No reservation required. 

THE TRAM TOURS ARE FREE. 
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME.
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