
MERRITT ISLAND NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

BLACK POINT BUS TOUR
9:00 AM- 11:00 AM

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday
Join a knowledgeable refuge volunteer for a guided two
hour tour in the Refuge Shuttle Bus for an opportunity
to identify the variety of wildlife found on the refuge.
Meet at the Refuge Visitor Center. Space is limited so
please call (321) 861-0669 for reservations. Fee of $5

per person, $2.50 with senior or access pass.

BUTTERFLY SURVEY
Saturday, December lsi at 9:00AM

View a photo presentation to learn how to identify
butterflies. Then, participate in a butterfly survey to
collect data for North American Butterfly Count and
Florida Butterfly Monitoring Network. Bring water,
snacks, insect repellent and wear closed shoes and long
pants. Meet in the auditorium ofthe refuge visitor center.

SCRUB RIDGE TRAIL HIKE
Sunday, December 9th and 16th at 2PM

Join a ranger for a program focused on the endemic
Florida Scrub-Jay. You will learn about the natural
history of their home here at MINWR and their unique
family groups. Please meet at Scrub-Ridge trail for the
program. Bring water, closed toed shoes, bug spray,
and anything else you might need for a comfortable,
casual walk.

TRASH BASH
Saturday, December 15th from 9AM-12PM

Help make the refuge a more beautiful, cleaner place
by joining us on the third Saturday of each month
through March. Help clean up the refuge and make a
safe space for wildlife. We will meet at the Bairs Cove
boat ramp turn off. Grabbers, gloves, and trash bags
will be provided. Everyone welcome!
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CHRISTMAS BIRD BIRD COUNT
Monday, December 17" starting at 5:30AM

For over a century, Audubon's Christmas Bird Count
has been a time-honored tradition. Citizen science
data collected during this annual event has uncovered
critical information for bird conservation. Join refuge
staff and volunteers to inventory birds within Merritt
Island National Wildlife Refuge and the Kennedy
Space Center. Celebrate and share your sightings
afterwards at the Refuge Visitor Center with light
refreshments and great company.

To join, please email MINWR compiler and
long-standing volunteer, Ned Steel, at

nedsteel@msn.com

WONDERS OF THE NIGHT SKY
Friday, December 21' at 5:30PM

Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, "Astronomy taught
us our insignificance in Nature." Visit Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge to learn the important role
of the establishment of the Kennedy Space Center and
man's desire to go beyond and stories of the stars for
a 45-minute presentation in the visitor center followed
by night-sky viewing with a telescope.

CRUICKSHANK HIKE
Saturday, December 22nd at 10AM

Want to burn off some of that holiday food? Join a
ranger for a fast-paced hike of the 5-mile Cruickshank
Trail. Bring water, closed toed shoes, and bug spray.
Please meet at the refuge visitor center 30 minutes
prior to the hike.



ALL ABOUT ALLIGATORS
Tuesdays at 11am and Thursdays at 12pm

Join us to explore the natural history and biology of
this intriguing reptile. You will handle gator bio-facts
and learn how you can estimate the size alligators that
you see. Held in the auditorium of the refuge visitor
center.

HOW HANDS
CHANGED THE LAND

Wednesdays from 10:00AM-10:45AM
The program will not be held on 12/26.

Long before the Kennedy Space Center or Merritt
Island National Wildlife Refuge came to exist, wildlife
and people alike called this place home. Learn about
how as the land changed hands, hands changed the
lands in this 45-minute auditorium talk.

BOARDWALK HIKE
Thursdays from 12:OOPM-12:45PM

Join us for a guided hike of the 1/4 mile boardwalk
trail around the Merritt Island National Wildlife
Refuge Visitor Center to learn about the local flora,
fauna and history of the area. Please meet at the refuge
visitor center.

KEEP CALM IT'S JUST A SNAKE
10:00AM-10:45AM

Monday, December 24th
Get in the holiday spirit by joining Ranger Lindsey
and her Ball Python, Sydney. Learn about the
effects that non-native species can have on the
ecosystem and about the native snakes on the refuge.
Held in the auditorium of the refuge visitor center.

BOBCAT CHAT
Tuesdays from 1:00PM-1:45PM

Come learn about the refuge's only resident feline. This
40-minute presentation features pelts and everything
you've ever wondered about this stealthy species. Join
us for the program in the refuge visitor center.

FIRE PROGRAM
1:00PM-1:30PM

Saturday, December 1St and 15th
Join a ranger to learn about fire ecology and the
prescribed burning program on Merritt Island National
Wildlife Refuge and its vital role in maintaining
habitat for local wildlife. The program will be held in
the auditorium of the refuge visitor center.

The Visitor Center is open every day from 8 am to 4 pm.
Trails and wildlife drives open sunrise to sunset daily. For more information call 321-861-0669.

The refuge visitor center will be closed on Tuesday, December 251h.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more

information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.
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Monday, December 17
Beginning at 5:30 a.m.

For over a century, Audubon's
Christmas Bird Count has been a
time-honored tradition. Citizen
science data collected during this
annual event has uncovered critical
information for bird conservation.

Join Refuge Staff and Volunteers to
observe as many birds within
Merritt Island National Wildlife
Refuge and the Kennedy Space
Center. Celebrate and share your
sightings afterwards at the Refuge
Visitor Center with light
refreshments and great company.

To join, please email MINWR
compiler and long-standing
volunteer, Ned Steel, at
nedsteel@msn.com
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