WEDDINGS/KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS/SPLASH PAD
PARKS & RECREATION

BEFORE

AFTER
RIVERS EDGE EVENT CENTER: the complete renovation of an old metal
building to what is now a high end and highly desirable 5 acre waterfront event center!
3,500sf main building event hall, pavilion, playground, 345ft boardwalk, paved parking, total occupancy
268 in the main hall. Soon this facility will be operated by an event management company. Until then
call Parks & Rec to inquire about reservations 321-264-5105.
SPECIAL KIDS: North Brevard is actively working towards a better future for
everyone, including those with special needs. A group of parents have been
advocating for resources, services and community events for their children with
unique abilities and created a Facebook page called “eSpecially4Teens.” They
invited me to hear their concerns and asked for my help. There isn’t anything that
gets to my heart faster than kids, and especially these kids! Did you know that when
a child with special needs turns 22 years old, all of the programs available STOP.
Alternatives for day programs for young adults with disabilities
are non-existent in North Brevard, which means these kids either
have to leave our community for services, stay at home alone
while parents work, or attend day programs for seniors. This is
unacceptable. Bridges has stepped up as the lead to address
these issues. Parents, kids and stakeholders came together at a
Town Hall meeting in August, at new Rivers Edge Event Center. A
fantastic collaboration has been developing and eSpecially4Teens
is transforming into eSpecially4You “e4U.” The mission: an
innovative community partnership which helps transition and
support adults with unique challenges as well as their families to
lead a fulfilling life. Main focus areas: Resources, Life Skills, Employment, Recreation. While Brevard
County Parks & Rec has current special needs programs, we are working to strengthen relationships and
build even better connections in our community (transportation, sensory sensitive movies/theater, etc.)

Let’s get a SPLASH PAD! Parks &
Rec is partnering with our
community to bring the dream
of a Splash Pad into reality!
Utilizing space at Sand Point
Park, infrastructure provided by
the City of Titusville and funds
raised by Kiwanis Club, Rotary
Club and 40 Days of
Generosity…we are looking
forward to getting soaked soon!
Visit City of Titusville for all the
latest updates: SPLASHPAD

Greater Titusville Renaissance, started from an idea
in a golf cart between Mayor Tulley and I on a rainy
day in January 2011 and is now engaging hundreds
of active volunteers and reaching over 25,000 people
on Facebook, and growing! We celebrate Cathy
Musselman, the only paid staff and our dedicated
Executive Director! Cathy remains poised as she
leads this organization from the bottom up. She says,
“GTR is about enhancing our community, embracing and growing what already exists and giving our
people a platform for community pride!” The main focus areas for GTR are: Arts & Culture,
Corridors/Community Beautification, Business Development, Young Professionals, and Communication.
Just a few of the 2015 highlights:
Art & Algorithms reached a milestone goal in our third year – more
than 8,000 attendees at the festival (up from 2,500 in our first year)!
This festival is gaining international momentum. The goal of Art &
Algorithms is simple and ambitious: to celebrate art in the digital
domain with work that entertains and educates but will, above all,
take your breath away.

COlaunch – a Cowork Space for entrepreneurs will be OPENING SOON at the
All Points building. Colaunch will provide a cowork space for those who are
in business startup and early stages of development. Members will receive
mentoring, education, networking and support. “Connect. Create.
Collaborate.” Membership applications available soon.

Young Professionals, a newly organized facet of GTR, hosted their first
“Celebrity Waiter” fundraiser. Proceeds benefit GTR and provided
scholarships for next year’s enrollment to LEAD Brevard. All of our local
celebs came out to help support this great cause including Marilyn Monroe,
Princess Diana, Borat, Donald Trump, and even Madea made her guest
appearance!
Speaking of LEAD Brevard, we’ve come full circle. LEAD has been a
constant in the growth of GTR. Kristin Bakke, Executive Director of LEAD,
facilitated our first community meeting to discuss our revitalization back
in 2011, GTR is now considered by LEAD to be “one of the best examples
of changing the culture of a community in Brevard County” and was
invited as the featured presenter to speak on the topic of “Civic Engagement
as a Community Catalyst at recent LEAD Class of 2016 session. Hey, this reminds me
of a quote…Those who say it can’t be don’t, shouldn’t interrupt those who are doing it.

NORTH BREVARD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE – THE “ZONE”

I just love it when a plan comes together. The North Brevard Economic Development Zone is doing
exactly what it was set up to do. Create Jobs. Remove Blight. Stimulate economic growth.
Just the facts:
Established in 2011
Tax Increment Funding district (TIF) from 528, north to the Volusia County line
Funded by tax revenue on new commercial construction and utilized for economic development in
North Brevard.
For the first time in history, we have major companies coming to us wanting to do business in North
Brevard. Examples of projects that are only possible because of the ZONE: Blue Origin, Lockheed Martin,
Boeing, Embraer Aero Seating Technologies, Titus Landing, Precision Shapes, Paragon Plastics, The Brix
Project
For other great updates about our community check out the City of
Titusville’s Talking Points videos on YouTube. Or visit
www.titusville.com

Titusville Logistics Center
The City of Titusville and Flagler Development Company, one of Florida’s oldest and largest commercial
real estate companies, are developing the 200+ acre Titusville Logistics Center. The property is
strategically located near the Kennedy Space Center, along more than one mile of the Florida East Coast
Railway’s rail line with easy freeway access. The surrounding area is accessible to serve multi-modal
transportation needs via rail, air, land, sea and space. Just another great example of the positive synergy
that is happening in our area!
Here’s a video of the project: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osCU5LSRNR0

I-95 Widening:
Thanks to the ZONE, the 6-laning of I-95 was
accelerated by 4 years and is on target with completion
in 2016! In order for the project to begin in 2012, FDOT
and bidding contractors required financing to fill the
cash availability gap. Cash for the amount necessary to
complete the 36 month project beginning was not
available; therefore, an inter-local agreement was
signed between Brevard County and the North Brevard
Economic Development Zone creating the Space Coast
Infrastructure Agency. Thirty miles of the interstate
has been widened from 4 to 6 lanes from Garden Street
in Titusville to State Road 44 in New Smyrna completing
the final phase of the 73 mile stretch in Brevard
County. This would not have happened without the
ZONE. We are ready for what’s next!
Speaking of Infrastructure…
We’ve paved and/or resurfaced more than 400 roads in North Brevard during my tenure as your District
1 Commissioner. It’s not just pavement either, these projects most often include drainage and
sidewalks. Paved roads improve property values, access, flooding issues and provide infrastructure. As
Commissioner, making infrastructure a priority isn’t glamourous, but the end result is an improved
community for everyone.
I surely can’t say it better than you. Here
are a couple of quotes from local citizens
in response to roads we’ve paved:
“I absolutely appreciate all the hard work.
Thank you!!!” - Maria P.
“A HUGE thank you! I can't tell you how
pleased the families
on our street will be when paving is
completed.” Nicole L.
“Thanks for your time and efforts to make
our community and district better one day
at a time.” Bob R.
(Thanks! I really do appreciate hearing from you)

I want to ride my bicycle…
Bicycling is gearing up to breathe new economic life into our community! People who ride bikes buy
bikes and accessories (revenue and jobs). A bike-accessible downtown will benefit by catering to these
customers. The best way to attract people who ride bikes and accrue all of these benefits is by building
infrastructure that makes it more attractive for people to ride. The cyclical effect of building that
infrastructure creates jobs. Through many collaborative efforts, North Brevard will serve as the
convergence point for several paved bike trails to include a pedestrian bridge over Garden Street
(currently under construction), a Visitors Welcome Center in Historic Downtown Titusville and a
beautifully redevelopment storm water park at Draa Field. Trails that will pedal through North Brevard
include: St. Johns River to Sea Loop, East Coast Regional Rail Trail, Coast to Coast Connector, the East
Coast Greenway and the St. Johns River Eco-Heritage Trail. Sounds like I could ride around lost all day!
Link to a map to help clear it
up!

Proposed view of the
pedestrian bridge
over Garden St.

Proposed view of
New Park (Draa Field)

Indian River Lagoon
Spanning 156 miles and five Florida counties, the Indian River Lagoon is one of the most biologically
diverse estuaries in the country, providing a home for more than 4,000 species of plants and animals.
The vast majority of this waterway, which includes the Mosquito Lagoon area and both the Banana and
Indian rivers, is located here in Brevard County, providing our community with a one-of-a-kind ecological
and recreational treasure that also has an estimated economic value of $3.7B annually. I was honored
and humbled to receive the Maggie Bowman Award for Outstanding Service to the Indian River Lagoon
by an Elected Government Official presented by Leesa Souto, Executive Director, Marine Resources
Council. Please allow me to share excerpt of the nomination: “As an elected government official Brevard
County Commissioner Fisher has shown a commendable balanced approach to addressing
environmental issues. When the crisis state of the lagoon was at its peak, Fisher called together a broad
group to discuss the issues of the Indian River Lagoon. He then called a Commission workshop to
educate the public on the history and current state of crisis and to determine what is needs to be done
now and in the future. The workshop was held at the Marine Resources Council on October 17, 2013
with the goal to build consensus among local, state and federal officials and forge long term plans to
restore the Indian River Lagoon. Over 300 people were in attendance. Since then the Commission
strengthened fertilizer ordinance, moved forward with a program to encourage waterfront homeowners
to raise water cleansing oysters along their docks and seawalls, and pursued $900,000 in state money to
study and reduce the muck that is clouding out sea grass.” These are the projects that I love to do in my
role as Commissioner, connecting people and resources to create a sustainable outcome for a better
future. I’d like to thank Commissioner Curt Smith for continuing to represent Brevard County on the
Indian River Lagoon Coalition.

Helping troubled kids and recruiting foster parents:
Devereux Florida has 27 years’ experience serving children and adolescents throughout Florida, and we
welcome them to our community! We invited Devereux to lease and repurpose an existing property
(previously Country Acres) to accommodate therapeutic residential services to children in need.
Devereux is investing $300,000 in this campus providing each boy their own room and increasing the
number of children served. They intend to use this campus as a foster parent recruitment and training
center. There are many families who are interested and willing to open their hearts and homes to
children in need of foster care. Devereux has been a wonderful partner for our community for many
years and we are happy that they have expanded to the north Brevard community and will be providing
additional therapeutic support to children in need in our community for years to come.
Welcome to North Brevard! Glad you are here.

Investments in North Brevard County
I’m makin’ a list, checking it twice… a list of
investments in North Brevard that is! Since the
economic downturn and our slow but sure rise
from the ashes, my staff has been making a
running list of investments made in this
community (public and private). It started with
the purpose of showing that if we were a “dead”
community (as stated by a national “news”
program that shall remain unnamed) then why
would we be investing over $6 BILLION back into
ourselves?
Want to see what’s on the list? Or add
something that we don’t have? Email my office.
There’s so much going on we can barely keep
up!!

What’s coming at Farmton? (“5A”):
County Commission unanimously voted to approve zoning changes for a 2,500-acre area to create an
economic development multi-use project and job generator. Approval included two zoning changes that
could lead to new commercial and hotel projects off Interstate 95 in Scottsmoor. Swallowtail LLC
controls 11,500 acres in northern Brevard County and 47,000 acres in southern Volusia County in what’s
known as the Farmton Tract. The area now is dominated by tree-farming operations. The long-range
plan is to have retail, commercial, industrial and residential development on some of the land, while
setting aside other sections of land to be undeveloped, serving as areas for wetlands restoration. Of the
11,500 acres in North Brevard, only 2,500 will be developed in “clustered development” and the rest will
be set aside for conservation. Check out this video of Matt Reed talking to the rep from Farmton about
conservation: http://www.floridatoday.com/videonetwork/2279945588001/Farmton-property-inFlorida-focuses-on-conservation.

Want to know more? www.farmtontreefarm.com

Mims/Scottsmoor Library COMING SOON! New home, same location!
This comfortable and friendly library has become a part of the fabric of our community! The current
facility is a modular building composed of 20 separate units, with a 20 year life. Now 27 years, the
Commission recently approved the replacement of the facility with a 4-1 vote, and has set a target date
to open at the end of 2017!

Field of Dreams
If you build it they will come! …and oh boy… they are coming! Last year I reported that we had just
broken ground on this 5 acre sports complex for people with special needs and the park would be built
in phases. A lot can happen in a year and it’s rather unbelievable. With the help of the community at
large, including several large corporate donors and the State of Florida, the entire park is complete! As a
testament to the acceptance and support this community has shown, the heart and soul just might be
the all access playground that was completely built in one week by over 1400 volunteers. When we put
out the call for help, our community answered in droves! Corporations sent teams of volunteers, people
with disabilities found their niche, local restaurants fed the round the clock crews of volunteers, we
worked side by side from morning to night! Each piece of the playground has been constructed by the
giving hands of our friends! Students from the Palm Bay Blast Program came out to help. One of the
students said, “I can’t believe the community is building this park for us! I can’t wait to back to ride the
zipline!”

I’m SO excited about this one! Increased business for local hotels, restaurants and attractions, USSSA
will bring amateur sports to Space Coast Stadium. Under the 20-year lease agreement, “U-Trip” (as we
affectionately call it) will move its amateur sports operations from Kissimmee to Space Coast Stadium. It
promises to bring at least 175
days a year of sports events
to the Space Coast, initially
focusing on youth baseball,
and youth and adult softball.
U-Trip guarantees at least
100,000 room nights of hotel
rentals by year three!
Making the room night
commitment was the
winning deal point for me
and the other three
commissioners who voted with
me (there we go again, 4-1). The
Washington Nationals major
league baseball team holds spring
training at Space Coast Stadium
now. But they plan to move to
West Palm Beach after the 2016
or 2017 spring training season.
This deal with USSSA will have
more of a tourism impact than the
Nationals ever did. Stay tuned to
watch the Stadium transform into
10 new artificial-turf fields so the
complex can accommodate large
youth sports tournaments.

What’s next for Robin?

With just over 330 days left in my term as your Commissioner, I look back over the past seven years and
genuinely thank you for your trust and support. We’ve made some amazing changes together and I look
forward to a future for North Brevard that will be out of this world!
But… I ain’t done yet! We’ve got eleven months to go and I’ve still got a few surprises up my sleeve!!
Thank you for always believing in this community and stay tuned…

Titus Landing
As we start a fresh new year, I just want to say thank you to
the men and women who are part of the private development
team investing $50M into our community! I want you to know
that I personally appreciate the fact you believe in Titusville!

We are focused on moving forward. Last year there were four structures on the site
that were full of asbestos. Now as we bring in the New Year, those four UGLY
buildings are DOWN! And in the next 60 days, two more buildings on US1 will come
down (Dave’s Restaurant and the old building north of BBT)!
I want it all and I want it now! Actually, they will build the 354,000sf in phases.
Cost of project is estimated to be between $45-50 million.
So, what can you expect for 2016? As of today this is the list of tenants that have
either signed a lease with Titus Landing or have a signed Letter of Intent:
Hobby Lobby
Parrish/Mayo
Beall’s Department Store
Rue 21
Epic Theater
Ulta
Dunkin Donuts
AT&T
Pet Supermarket
Firehouse Subs
Hair Cuttery
Amazing Dollar Jewelry
and various others to
include:
Ice Cream Store
Hair Salon
Mattress Store
Nail Salon
Still working on some others, but they aren’t done deals yet! Some of those include:
HH Gregg, Tuesday Morning, Panera Bread, Rack Room Shoes, BBT bank.
You can expect to see Hobby Lobby and Parrish Medical Center/Mayo starting
construction by January 20, 2016.

